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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

ROBERT E. SHERLOCK, OF LETHBRIDGE, AND MANFRED FREEMAN, OF
GRENFELL, CANADA.

SHOW-CABINET.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 454,775, dated June 28, 1891.
Application filed Angnst 19,1890, Serial No; 362,395, (No model)

To all whony it may concern:

Be it known that we, RoBERT K. SHERLOOCK,
of Lethbridge, and MANFRED FREEMAN, of
Grenfell, North-West Territory, Canada, have
invented a new and Improved Show-Cabinet,
of which the following is a full, clear, and ex-
act description. ’

Our invention relates to improvements in
show-cabinets; and the objectof ourinvention
1stoproduce a eabinetin which ribbons, laces,
and other similar goods may be protected
from dust and from being otherwise soiled,
and in which the fabries will be held in such
manner that they will be displayed to the
best advantage, may be conveniently unrolled
and measured, and as conveniently replaced
in the cabinet.

To this end our invention consists in cer-
tain features of construction and combina-
tions of parts, which will be hereinafter fully
described, and pointed out in the claims.

Reference is tobe had to the accompanying
gll’&Wlpgs, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1is a front elevation of the cabinet
embodying our invention, with a portion
broken away to show the interior mechanism
of the cabinet. Fig.2isa vertical transverse
section of the lowerportion of the cabinet. Fig.
3isadetailed front elevation of one of the fabh.
ric-spools, showing the strip attached thereto
for holding the goods and the friction-pulley
for operating the spool. Fig. 4 is a detailed
view of the sliding lever for operating the
friction-ptlley. TFig. 5 is an end view of the
same, taken from the inner portion of the
cabinct. Fig. 6 is a detailed view of the sup-
port for a shaft and for the sliding lever.
Fig. 7 is a detailed perspective view of the
sliding lever, showing the button by which it
isattached to the support and showin gthestop
for attachment to the outer end of the lever.
Fig. 8 is a broken detailed view of one of the
lids and guides for the fabrie, and Fig. 9 is a
crogs-section on the line 9 9 of Fig. 8.

The cabinet i composed of an upper and
lower portion A ‘and A’, each being similar
in construction, and may be made of any con-
venient size, the size being governed by the
variety of goods to be contained therein.

The cabinet is made, preferably, in a rectan-
gular form, but may be made in any desired
shape. It is provided upon the back side
with a swinging door B, that the interior of
the cabinet may be easily reached, and is
provided upon the front side with a series of
narrow horizontal doors C, arranged one above
the other and attached to the front of the
cabinet by hinges a, so that by opening said
doors the spools in the cabinet may be easily
reached. 'The doors C are arranged in such
a manner that there will be an opening b be-

tween the bottom of each door and the adja-

cent front portion of the cabinet. Extending
horizontally across said openings are the

strips or lips d, having slots d’ therein pro--

vided upon each side with projecting por-
tions d?, the slots and projecting portions act-
ing as guides for the fabrics which may be
drawn through the same.

- The doors C are provided with suitable
knobs C’, by which they may be opened, said
knobs being connected with a catch C? for
fastening the door in closed position. The
doors are also provided with hinged supports
D, which are fixed to the inner side of the
doors and to the sides of the cabinet at the
ends of the doors, and which, when the doors
are.open, hold them in an open position.

The cabinet is provided with a series of
horizontal shafts e, extending across the same
near the front portion of the cabinet, said
shafts being arranged one over the otherand
between the doors C. Mounted loosely upon
the shafts e are spools f'to contain any de-
sired fabrie, said spools being arranged oppo-
site the slots d’ of the strips d, and each spool
iy provided with a flexible strip /%, having at
its free end hooks f2 to which a desired fab-
ric may be attached, said strips being suffi-
ciently long to reach from the spool to an
opening d, so that a strip of fabric may be
easily attached thereto. At one end of each
spool is a support g, having a base-plate ¢’
for attachment to the cabinet, a longitudinal
groove g% in which the sliding lever ¢ is
moved, as hereinafter described, a laterally-
inclined portion ¢° at the inner end having a
slot g* therein, said portion being provided
upon each side with flanges, as shown in Fig.

6, a hook ¢° to engage the shaft ¢, and an
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opening ¢* through the base-plate for the
passage of the sliding levers. Theupperand
lower shafts e in the cabinet are supported
by supports ¢g*, which are attached to the up-
per and lower portions of the cabinet, re-
spectively, but which are provided with the
grooves, hooks, and openings similar to those
in the support g. .

Between the inner ends of the supports g
and the spools f are friction-pulleys h, which
are mounted loosely upon the shaft e. A
sliding lever 4 is movable longitudinally in
the groove ¢* of the support ¢, said lever hav-
ing at its inner end an inclined portion ¢/,
corresponding to the inclined portion ¢* of
the support g, having a flange ¢* at right an-
gles with said inclined portion, and notches
%® near the outer end and upon the lower side
of the lever to engage the plate ¢’ of the sup-
port and hold the lever in position. The le-
ver is also provided atits inner end upon the
inclined portion ¢’ with a button ¢4 adapted
to project through the slot g* of the support
g and engage the outer portion of theinclined
part ¢% s0 as to hold the lever and supportin
engagement. The lever ¢ is also provided at
its outer end with a stop 4, which forms a con-
venient handle for pulling out the lever, and
which will prevent it from being pushed too
far inward, stop J having inserted in the front
end material on which prices may be marked
and removed.

Mounted in the rear portion of the cabinet,
s0 as to extend horizontally across the same
parallel with the shafts e, is a roller E, having
annular corrugations B’ throughont its en-
tire length, and providedat its outer end with
cranks E? by which the roller may be oper-
ated. The roller is connected by mears of
the belts 7’ with the friction-pulleys &, the
belts being placed upon the roller a little to
one side of the spools f, so that the belt will
normally hold the friction-pulleys from en-
gagement with the spools /. It will thus be
seen that each spool may be operated inde-
peundently of the other spools by pulling out
a stop jopposite the spool which is desired
to be operated. The lever ¢ will slide in the
groove ¢2 of the support g, and the flange ¢*
willstrikeapulley handforcethe sameagainst
a spool f, so that by turning the roller the
pulley will be turned and will turn the spool
with which it is in contact. The abutting
ends of the spools and fricetion-rollers should
be faced with rubber or some material that
will increase the friction between the parts
which come in contact.

To wind the fabric upon the spools, the
strips/” of the spoolsf are inserted through the
openings d’ of the strips d, the fabric is at-
tached to the strips by the hooks f? the fric-
tion-pulleys are brought in contact with the
spools in the manner described, and by turn-
ing the rollers E the spools will be revolved
and the fabric wound thereon..

The material upon the spools should bear-
ranged so that the ends willshow through the
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slots ¢, and when any of thesaid materialis
to be used it may be drawn through the slots
and desired amount cut off. The material
will then be rewound upon the spools in the
manner described.’

Tt will be readily seen that the cabinet and
spools may be arranged for a great variety of
materials, the size of the spools and the width
of the openings d’ being arranged to suit the
material which it is desired to display.

Having thus fully described our invention,

we claim as new and desire to secure by Let-.

ters Patent—

1. A cabinet having rows of spools loosely
mounted upon shafts therein, openingsin the
cabinet opposite said spools corresponding to
the width of the spools, friction-pulleys
mounted upon the shafts adjacent to said
spools, a roller mounted in the cabinet and
provided with means for operating the same,
belts connecting the roller with the friction-
pulleys, and means for forcing the friction-
pulleys against the ends of the spools, sub-
stantially as described.

2. A-cabinet having horizontal rows of the
spools loosely mounted upon shafts extending
across the cabinet, longitudinally-swinging
doors arranged one above the other opposite
the spools, openings beneath the doors and
opposite the spools corresponding in width
to the width of the spools, friction-pulleys
mounted upon the shafts adjacent to the
spools, a corrugated roller mounted in the
cabinet and provided with means for operat-
ing the same, belts connecting the rollers with
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the friction-pulleys, and means for forcing

the pulleys and spools into contact, substan-
tially as deseribed.

3. The combination, with a cabinet having
horizontal openings therein, of shafts pro-
vided with spools and arranged opposite said
openings, frietion-pulleys arranged upon the
shafts adjacent to the spools and connected
by belts with a roller mounted in the cab-
inet and having means for rotating the same,
supports attached to the cabinet and con-
nected with the shafts adjacent to the fric-
tion-pulleys, said supports having longitudi-
nal grooves therein and outwardly-ineclined
inner ends, as shown, and sliding levers mov-
able in the grooves of the supports and ex-
tending through the front of the cabinet, said
levers having inner flanges to engage the fric-
tion-pulleys and force them against the spool,
substantially as described. :

4, The combination,with the cabinethaving
afrontopening, of an upwardly-swinging door
hinged at its upper edge in said opening, and
the strip d, secured to the lower wall of the
door-opening and provided with an opening
&’ in its upper edge and with forward-pro-
jecting guides d? at the ends of the opening
d’, the lower edge of the door forming the
upper wall of the opening-d’ when the door
is closed, substantially as set forth.
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5. The combination, with the shafts e and

the spools f and friction-pulleys f, mounted
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loosely thereon, said pulleys being connected
by belts with sultable rollers, of <upports Js
fixed to the cabinet, as shown, and having
grooves g% inclined por’mons g°, slots g%, hooks
g% and openings ¢° theleln, and the sliding
levers ¢, adapted to move in the grooves of
the supports, said levels having 1nehued por-
tions ¢/, flanges 43, and havmo their outer

ends provided with suitable stops 4, substan-
tially as described. ‘

ROBERT E. SHERLOCK.
MANFRED FREEMAN.
Witnesses: ’ :

W. H. MALKIN,
A. H. FREEMAN.




