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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jaums C. COVERT, a
citizen of the United States, residing at West
Troy, in the county of Albany and State of
New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Pants - Stretchers;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
tull, clear, and exact deseription of theinven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in-the
art to which it appertains to make and use
the same. :

My invention relates to an improvement in
pants-stretchers; and it consists in the be-
culiar construetion and arrangementof parts,
more fully hereinafter described, and defi-
nitely pointed out in the claims,

The objéct of my invention is to provide a
simple and inexpensive stretcher for the legs
of pants, embodying the required simplicity
of strueture, which adapts it more especially
for traveling purposes. - _
- A further object is to ‘provide a streteher
which may beused asa whole orpartstretcher
for the entire leg or a portion only. This
object I attain by the construction illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, where-
in like letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several views, and in
which— .

Figure 1 represents a side view of my im-
proved stretcher in position. Fig. 2is a simi-
lar view with the parts separated. Fig. 3 is
a detail view of one of the joints, and Fig. 4
is a detail view of a modified form of joint,

In the drawings, A represenfs the upper
and B thelower portion of a stretcher, which
is composed preferably of spring metal, the
respective portions being formed in any de-
sirable shape and manner to acquire the nec-
essary amount of resiliency to enable the
stretcher to be inserted in the leg of a pair
of trousers, the side bars C and D being bent
to conform to the shape of the pants -leg.
This stretcher is preferably, when the parts

are united, of a length equal to the length of
-the leg,and when separated the lower portion

is adapted to occupy the lower part of the leg,
including the knee, and the other part the up-
per portion of the leg. :

On the ends of the side bars D, Iform sock-
ets F, having previously bent the metal neay
the end inward the width of the socket, as at
J; to make an even bearin g-surface on the
outer edge of themetal by bringing the outer

-when the portions

surface of the socket even with the metal,
thereby presenting a smooth surface for the
goods to bear against. The ends of the side
bars C are preferably bent inward similar to
those just described, and fit in the sockets

One or both of the sockets may be loosely se-
cured on the ends of the bars to permit of
their being turned, and an L-shaped groove
G cut in their inner upper side, in which a
pin or projection H on the opposite bar is
adapted to fit, and by turning the socket se-
cure the ends together,

In Fig. 4 I have shown the ends bent atan
angle inward and a sleeve I placed over the
same. DBy this construction g hinged joint is
formed, which in some cases is preferable,
By this construction it will be seen that a
double stretcheris produced capableof being
used separately or ‘together, as desired. By
uniting the ends in the manner described the
parts may be readily united or separated. It

will ‘also be noted that by separating the up--

per from the lower part the stretcher may be
easily folded, so as to occupy a small amount
of space, and may be placed in a traveling-
bag with but little trouble,

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. A metal pants-stretcher consisting of a
spring-wire frame formed to conform to the
entire leg of the pants and divided atits ver-
tical sides into two detachable parts to fit,
respectively, into the upper and lower por-
tion of the leg, and means for uniting the ad-
jacent ends of the parts, whereby they may
be used as a whole or part stretcher, substan-
tially as deseribed.

2. A metal pants-stretcher consisting of a
spring - wire frame divided centrally at its
sides and having its ‘meeting ends bent in,
and sockets on the ends of one part formed
of metal, the thickness of which is equal to
the bend of the metal in the ends of the
frame, whereby a smooth outer surfaceis pre-
sented when the parts are united, substan-
tially as described.,

In testimony whereof I affix mysignaturein
presence of two witnesses.

JAMES C. COVERT.

Witnesses: B
L. 8. Bacox,

F. R. CorvwaLL.
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