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Lo all whom it Yy Concers,:

Be it known that I, GEorgr ERDLE, of St.
Louis, in the State of Missouri, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Ve-
hicle-Hounds, of which the following isa full,
clear, and exact description, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, forming
a part hereof.

My invention relates to improvements in

vehicle hounds and tongues ; and it consists

in the novel arrangement and combination
of parts, as will be more fully hereinafter de-
scribed, and designated in the claims.

In‘the drawings, Figure 1 is atop plan view
of my complete invention; and Fig. 2 is a

- berspective view of a tongue in dotted lines,
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especially showing the manner and the con-
struction by which the same is attached to
the tongue-hounds. ~ s

The object of my invention, as will be more
readily hereinafter perceived, is to effect a
construction by which the weight occasioned
by the draft will not be applied to the tongue
or the shafts of the vehicle, as the case may be.

It is evident in the state of the art to which
my invention relates that there are very few
or if any constructions wherein the weight
occasioned by the draft is detracted from the
tongue or shafts and transmitted to any other
part of the vehicle.

As my invention especially relates to the
tongue-hounds. and the tongue, I will limit
myself to the deseription of the same.

Referring to the drawings, 1 indicates the
tongue-hounds, which are secured to the front
axle in any well-known and mechanical man-
ner. Said hounds projectin frontof the axle,
as shown in Fig. 1, and the front ends of the
same are connected together by transverse
pieces 2 and 3. To the transverse piece 3 the
tongue is secured, and also on said piece the
doubletree 4 is mounted and secured in any
suitable and mechanical manner. -In other
words, the doubletree 4 is mounted on the
hounds in place of being mounted on the
tongue after the usual construetion. It can
be readily perceived from this construction
that the weight occasioned by the draft is ap-
plied to the hounds in place of the tongue.

5 indicates a rod, which is secured to cross-
piece 2 and also to pin 6, which assists in hold-
ing the doubletree 4 on cross-piece 3.

Having described the tongue-hounds, I will
now describe the manner in which the tongue
7 is secured to the same. -

8 indicates right-angular braces, which are
preferably constructed as shown in Fig. 2.
Between said braces the tongue 7 is inter-
posed and secured in any suitable and me-
chanical manner,such asby bolts being passed
through said braces and said tongue. Said
braces 8 are cast or formed, preferably, inte-
grally,and also provided with fianges 9, which
pass over the top edges of the tongue 7 and
extend around the rear end of the tongue, as
can be readily perceived from the inspection
of the drawings. Said braces are also pro-
vided with projecting arms 10, the same be-
ing pivotally secured in any suitable and me-
chanical manner to the front face of crossing
or transverse piece 3, preferably as shown in
the drawings. : )

It can be readily perceived that in place of
securing a tongue to cross-piece 3 I may se-
cure shafts to the same without departing
from the nature of iny invention.

Having fully described my invention, what I
claim is—

1. The combination of across-piece,such as
3,secured to the tongue-hounds, adoubletree,
such as 4, mounted on the same, a pin 6, pass-
ing through said doubletree.and into said
cross-piece, a rod 5, secured to said pin and
to the cross-piece 2 of said hounds, a tongue
7, and right-angle braces 8, secured to said
tongue and also to said cross-piece, substan-
tially as set forth.

2. The combination of the tongue-hounds 1,
a tongue 7,and braces 8, provided with flanges
9, and arms 10, pivotally secured to said
hounds, substantially as set forth.

3. The herein-described brace for wagon-
tongues, provided with a flange 9 and arm 10,
the same being cast or formedintegrally, sub-
stantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses. . :

GEORGE ERDILE.
Witnesses:

BENg. J. KLENE,
JNo. C. HIGDON.
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