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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, NICHOLAS J. BYRNE,
of Kansas City, Jackson county, Missouri,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Hose-Couplers, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a part hereof.

My invention relates to improvements in
spanner-wrenches for use in coupling and
uncoupling hose-pipes such as are employed
by fire departments; and it consists in a cer-
tain novel construction and arrangement of
parts,as fully set forth hereinafter in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings, and
specifically pointed out in the claims hereto
appended.

"The wrenches now in use by the fire de-
partments for connecting the sections of hose-
pipes are so constructed as to be applied with
difficulty, thereby necessitating a useless ex-
penditure of time; and therefore the object
of my invention is to provide means whereby
the wrench may be quickly and aceurately
applied to enable the sections of the hose-
pipe to be more rapidly connected.

Tn the drawings, Iigure 1 represents a
perspective view of the improved spanner-
wreneh applied to the coupling of a hose-
pipe, the spanuer being tipped up slightly to
show its grooved or channeled under side.
Fig. 2 is a side view of the spanner-wrench.
and Fig. 3 is a view of the same, looking at
its under chianneled surface, with the handle
broken away.

_In Fig. 1 the adjoining sections « and fof
hose-pipe are connected by the coupling-
hand e, which is provided with the usnallugs
¢ ¢, and the spanner-wrench A is provided
with a ecurved head or arm which conforms
to the shape of the said coupling-band and is
provided with a longitudinal slot ¢ to fit over
and engage one of either of the lugs c . The
curved head of the implement is further pro-
vided, in extension of thesloty, withagroove
or channel D, the sides C of the slot being
flared downwardly, as shown clearly in Fig.
2]

slot ¢, and a heel U at the juuction of thesaid
handle and head, as desecribed.

3. A spanpver-wrench formed of a single
piece of metal and consisting of a handlc hav-
ing a curved head on one end thereof and a
heel at the junction of thesaid head and han-
dle, a slot in the forward end of the said head,
aud a groove upon the inner surface of the
said head, commencing at the said heel and
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3. The inner end of the head terminates in
a heel U, and a handle B is provided to en-
able the tool to be readily manipulated.

The grouve or channel, which,as above de-
seribed, is formed in extension of the slot,
serves to guide the head of the spanner-
wrench as it is applied to the lug on the coup-
ling-band, thereby insuring the quick and
effective application of the wrench andavoid-
ing the risk of a failure 1o engage the lug in
the slot.

Heretofore it has been the praetice to pro-
vide spanner-wrenches with small openings
or perforations to receive the lugs on the
coupling-band; but it will be seen thatin the
haste to conneet the sections of the hose it is
difficult to place said opening over the luy
and two or three attempts are necessary be-
fore the same can be accomplished.

In using the improved spanner-wrench it
will be found a simple matter to place the
curved head over the lug so that the latter
will enter the slot or the groove, after which
it is merely necessary to slide the wrench
rearwardly or toward the operator to bring
the lug to the outer end « of the slot.  Thus
time ig saved and the wrench can be applied
in the dark with the same facility as in day-
light.

Ilaving thus described my invention, I
claim—

1. As an article of manufacture, the span-
ner-wreneh, as herein shown and deseribed,
the handle B, having a single curved head A,
provided with at elongated slot g, with in-
clined sides C,said head A having onitsunder
side a groove D, commencing at the heel
and inereasing gradually in depth to the slot
g, thus forming a guide for the lugs ¢ to the
said slot ¢.

2. A spanner-wrench consisting of a single
piece forming a handle I3 and a curved heal
C on one end thereof, the said head having
an elongated beveled slot ¢ in oue end and
having a groove D upon itsinnersurface, the
forward end of the said groove being deeper
than its rear end and connected with the said
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!inereasing gradually in depth to the said slot, ¢
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with whieh it is connected, as deseribed.
In testimony whereof Laffix my signaturein
presciee of two witnesses.

NICITOLAS J. BYRXNE.
TWitnesses:
R. A. BALDERSON,
MARY SULLIVAN.



