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Application filed October 23, 1890, Sexial No. 369,035, (No model.)

To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, FREDERICK VWEBER, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Phila-
delphia, in the county of Philadelphia and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Sounding-
Post Setters for String Instruments; and I do
deeclare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion.

My invention relates to a kind of tongs for
setting the sounding-posts in string instru-
ments, as bass violins, violoneellos, violas, and
violins.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents the front view of the sounding-post
setteropened; Fig. 2,theside view of the same;
Fig. 3,the front view of the same closed; Fig.
4,a front view of the head of tongs with sound-
ing-post in section seized by the prongs; Fig.
5, the same with sounding-post in section
seized and held by the segments of the collar.

Similarlettersrefer to similar partsthrough-
out the several views.

The instrument, made of steel or some other
adequate material, consists of two equal arms
shaped as shown on accompanying drawings
and bent as shown in Fig. 2. The head A
contains the points or prongs a «, the collar
or segments b b, and the shoulders ¢ ¢, which
prevent the points @ « fromn injuring cach
other. Between the head A and the pivof or
rivet B is the scale d d.

C C are the handles.

The two parts of the head A are bent in
such a way as to form one even surface from
the lower part of the shoulders ¢ ¢ to the end
of the head beyond the prongs « «, so that the
inner faces of the shouldersccand the points
of the prongs a a meet.

The tongs have their narrowest part about
midway between the head A and pivot B, for
the purpose of allowing sufficient shifting and
moving in the sounding-hole of the string in-
strument.

The sounding-post setter will be made in
various sizes suiting the various kinds of
string instruments.

The use of the sounding-post setter is the
following: When a sounding-post ¢ has to be
set in a string instrument, it is seized by the
prongs or points « a,as shown in FFig.4, The
sounding-post e can swing between the points
a a,and may consequently easily be inserted
into the string instrument, through the sound-
ing-hole,and temporarily secured in place be-
tween the top and Dback of the instrument.
Then the tongs are opened and the sounding-
post seized between the segments b D, as shown
in Tig. 5. 'The radius of the segment b 0 of
the collar being slightly larger than that of
the sounding-post, the latter may be held very
firm without being injured by the points @ «
or the shoulders ce. It is now easy to secure
the sounding-post in the desired position by
alternately seizing the same at the top and
the bottom and adjusting the ends at the de-
sired place till it stands firm. The seale d d
has the purpose of facilitating the temporary
and definite securing of the sounding-posts.
The scale reads inches or any other measure
from the center of the sounding-post, and the
distance of the latter from the inner edge of
the sounding-hole ean be determined by the
scale. The point f at the lower end of one of
the handles has the purpose of allowing to
extract or insert the sounding-post whenever
the use of the prongs might be inadvisable or
unhandy.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

A sounding-post setter consisting of a pair
of tongs provided with two points or prongs
at the bit end and a collar formed of two seg-
mrents behind the prongs for seizing and hold-
ing a sounding-post of a string instrument
and securing it in place, a scale on one or both
arms of the tongs for determining the posi-

tion of the sounding-post in the string instru- ¢

ment, and a point at the back of one or both
handles for seizing the sounding-post of a
string instrument, all substantially as set
forth and desecribed.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

FREDERICK WEBER.
Witnesses:
Cmas, RIrka,
CARL WAUSCHE,
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