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Be it known that I, FRANK W. WHITCHER,

of Boston, county of Suffolk, State of Massa--

chusetts, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in TLasting - Pinchers, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had to the drawings acecompany-
ing and forming a part hereof, in which—

Figure 1isaside view of a pair of pinchers,
partially broken away to show my improve-
ment with greater clearness. Fig. 2isa simi-
lar view of a portion of a pincher-jaw, show-
ing a modification.

Thehammer-head of apair of lasting-pinch-
ers 1s generally so mounted relatively to the
pinchers that the face of the hammer is sub-
stantially parallel with a straight line run-
ning lengthwise of the handle thereof. It is
sometimes, however, desirable to be able to
adjust the hammer-head so that its face will
lie in a plane which is not parallel to a line
running lengthwise of the handles. Some
operators are liable to hold the pinchers so
that the blow struck falls on the edge of the
hammer-head, and operators of short stature
may find it more convenient to use the ham-
mer if it were adjusted as shown in Fig. 1—

‘that is, with the plane of the hammer-face

out of parallel with the handles; and the ob-
ject of my invention is to provide pinchers
which will enable this adjustment of the ham-
mer-head to be made, so that the face thereof
may be set as desired. -

The invention consistsin pinchers provided
with an adjustable hammer-head constructed
as shown, and hereinafter described.

The device will be readily understood from

the following description, in which reference
is made to the accompanying drawings, which
show pinchers embodying my invention in
the best form now known to me.

The under jaw of the pinchers is shown at
A, and is so shaped in front of the pivot b
and between said pivot and the bite of the
pinchers as to afford a seat for the hammer.
Thisportion of the jaw to which the hammer-
head is secured isslotted lengthwise, asshown
at ¢, to receive the shank ¢ of the hammer-
head. The slot ¢ has parallel sides, and is
adapted to receive a shank, such as d, which
ig square or rectangular in cross-section, and
which, preferably, closely fits the said slot

laterally. Theshank dis preferably integral
with the hammer-head, and is provided at its
upper end with screw-threads, which project
slightly above the upper surface of the jaw
A to receive a nut f, which may be screwed
onto the upper end of the shank d, and which
thus serves to hold the hammer-head securely
in a given position'in the slot ¢. - The under
surface of the jaw A, which comes in contact

‘with the hammer-head, may beslightly rough-
ened or serrated, while the proximate sur-

face of the hammer-head may also be simi-
larly roughened or serrated. By this means
any tendency of the hammer-head to slip af-
ter the nut f'is set up securely is prevented.
That portion of the jJaw A which serves as a
seat for the hammer is curved or arched, as
shown, and the hammer-head is preferably
correspondingly curved to fit its seat on the
jaw, so that by shifting the hammer in the
slot ¢ its face may be set in any desired plane,
as will be clear. The upper jaw g of the
pinchers is preferably arched upwardly, as
shown, to afford a suitable space for the nut f
and for a wrench to tighten or loosen the nut.

By making the shank d rectangular in
cross-section and increasing its size the lia-

-bility of the hammer-head to break off at the

point where it joins the shank is reduced to
a minimum.

As will be clear, the way of securing the
hammer-head to the jaw is not essential to

.1y invention, as any well-known method of

construetion may be employed. In Fig. 2the
form of construction is somewhat modified,
the shankd being in the form of a bolt, which
is screwed into the hammer-head.
© What I claim is— C

1. A pair of lasting - pinchers having the
lower jaw provided with a roughened or ser-
rated seat for the hammer, said seat being
slotted lengthwise to admit of the adjustment
of the hammer toward or from the bite of the
pinchers, and a hammer and means for se-
curing said hammer at different points on
said seat, that portion of said hammer which
comes in contaet with said seat being corre-
spondingly roughened or serrated, whereby
the tendency of the hammer to slip on the
seat is prevented, substantially as set forth.

2, A pair of lasting-pinchers having the
lower jaw provided with a seat for the ham-

55

60

03

70

75

8c

85

Qo0

L]

9%

I00



P 455,892

mer, said seat being slotted lengthwise to ad- | on said seat, substantially as shown and de-
" mit of the adjustment of the hammer toward | scribed.

and from the bite of the pinchers and being : TR - -

curved to admit of the adjustment of the FRANK W. WHITCHER.
5 hammer-face relatively to the jaws and han- Witnesses:

dle of the pinchers,and a hammer and means Wwu. A. MACLEOD,

for securing said hammer at different points | ROBERT WALLACE.




