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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES C. CONROY, of

Detroit, in the eounty of Wayne and State of
Michigan, have invented a new and-useful Im-
provement in Methods of Sealing Packages, of
which the following is a specification.
- My invention consists in a method of seal-
ing envelopes or parcels to prevent their be-
ing opened and again closed without indi-
cating that they have been tampered with,
hereinafter fully deseribed and claimed.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a tool which
may be used in practicing my invention, and

Figs. 2, 3, and 4 are detfail views thereof.

Tig. 5is a perspective of a tack or staple which
may be used in practicing my invention.
Fig. 6 is an elevation of an envelope with a
portion of the address side cut away, show-
ing the application of my invention to an en-
velope. .

A'indicates a tool on the principle of an or-
dinary clutch, having two arms C, pivoted to-
gether by the pivot B. One of the arms has
on its end a post E, substantially the size of
the staple, which should be made round for a
round staple or rectangular for the ordinary
staple used in binding papers.

H represents a spring secured to a block I
on the arm which carries the post E, and I
represents a staple-holder on the.end of said
spring H, made of such form as to receive
and hold astaple G (indicated in dotted lines)
and held in such position that when the jaws
of the tool are closed the post E will pass
through said staple-holder I and force the
staple out and through the paper inserted
between the jaws. The other jaw of the tool
is provided with a sharp point having knife-
edges, as shown at D, and is provided on its
upper side with an anvil depression, prefer-
ably cup-shaped, as shown at d in Figs. 2 and
3. This anvil will of course be made to con-
form to the style of staples used, the one in-
dicated in the drawings, as shown in Fig. 5,
marked G, consisting of a disk of thin sheet
metal provided with two or more downwardly-
extending points g. :

K represents an envelope sealed according
to my invention, the address side being cut
away to show the mode of sealing. ~ °

The operation of my invention is as follows:

The envelope may be closed and sealed in the

usual way, or the wrapper or envelope may
be foldedaround theparcel and eithergummed
or not, as desired. A staple is then inserte}d
in the staple-holder ¥, with its points project-
ing outward from said staple-holder. The

point D is now inserted through the envelope -
or wrapper, either at the edge or at any other \

convenient point, making therein a small slit, 6c

as shown atJ, Fig. 6, and is pushed in between
the envelope or wrapper and inclosure until
the staple G comes over the lap of the two por-
tions of the envelope or wrapper, when the
jaws Carebrought together, forcing the points
D throughthe envelope or wrapper and clinch-

ing them on the inside of the enveélope or -

wrapper in such manner that the staple can-
not be removed to open the package except
by tearing it out bodily, in which case the fact
that the package has been tampered with is
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obvious, for it cannot be again resealed ex- .

cept by using a larger staple. :

It is evident that the form and size of the
staple may be varied, and that various tools
may be made use of to clinch the staple. It
will now be observed that in this present case
the staple or fastener used is foreced from the
outside of the overlapping folds or flaps of
the envelope into and clinched in the interior
of the said package without penetrating the
contents thereof or the opposite side of thé
envelope and without injury to the same, in
contradistinction to fasteners having either a
staple passed from the inside of tlie envelope
through the overlapping folds or flaps and
another inserted from the outside thereof and
clinched within the inner staple, such inner
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staple forming an anvil for the outer one, or -

one in which staples are secured to the in-
ner, respectively, the outer folds, and then
clinched or riveted one to the other.. In

these instances two staples are required to

seal the package at one point, which is ob-
jectionable and slow in operation, whilein my
case but one staple is used. This is quitea
feature, and produces envelopss for express
companies and other purposes that are se-
curely sealed and in which the sealing can be
readily and quickly accomplished.

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is— '
-~The improved method of sealing envelopes
and packages, which consists in foreing a sin-
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gle multiple-pointed staple through the over- | when the sealing is completed, as and for the
lapping folds and flaps of such package from | object set forth.
theoutside thereofinto theinterior and elinch-
ing the points of the staple against the inner-

5 mostsideof suchfolds, theanvil againstwhich Witnesses:
the points are bent being inserted through a Cyrus E. LOTHROP,
slitin the envelope and withdrawn therefrom GEeo. H. LLOTHROP.

CHARLES C. CONROY.




