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To alt whom it may concern:

Beitknown thatI,THoMAS CURTIS CHURCH-
MAN, of Sacramento, in the county of Sacra-
mentoand State of California, have invented
a new and useful Improvement in Tongue-
Supports for Vehicles, of which the following
is a full, clear, and exact description.

My invention relates to a tongue-support
for vehicles, and has for its object to provide
a simple and durable device capable of ap-
plication to any vehicle, and which will cush-
ion the tongue and render the movement of
the same easy when the vehicle is passing
over rough ground, and which will also prac-
tically relieve the horses of the weight of the
tongue.

The invention consists in the novel con-

struction and combination of the several
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parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth,
and pointed out in the claim. :

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters and figures of refer-
ence indicate corresponding parts in' all the
views.

Figure 1 isa central-vertical section through
a portion of the running-gear of a vehicle,
the said section being taken on the line z x
of Fig. 2. TFig. 2 is a bottom plan view of the
forward hounds and the tongue, illustrating
the application of the device; and Fig. 3 is a
transverse section on the line 4y of Fig. 2.

The tongue 10 is pivoted between the
hounds 11 by means of a bolt 12 in the usual
maunner. Above the bolt 12 a rod 13 is located
parallel with. the bolt, the ends of the rod be-
ing confined to the hounds by meansof staples
14 or their equivalent.

The tongue-support A is preferably con-
structed of a single piece of spring-wire,
which wire is bent upon itself to form two
members, and ineach membera coill5 ismade,
the said coils being adapted to pass around

_ the pivot-pin 12 of the tongue, as best illus-

trated in Fig. 2. The forward doubled end
of the tongue-support is curved upward to
engage with the lower face of the ‘tongue,
and the ends of the wire constituting the
rear of the support have a bearing against
the under face of the axle 16. The rod 13
passes through both of the coils 15, and serves
thereby as a support for the device, holding
it in proper position' and the forward end at
all times against the tongue.

It will be observed that as the device is
constructed of spring material it forms a
cushion for the tongue, and that when the
vehicle passes over rough or uneven ground
the tongue is prevented from chafing the
horses. Thedevice is made sufficient] y strong
to almost entirely support the tongue in a
slightly dpwardly-inclined position, thus re-
lieving the team almost entirely from the
weight of the tongue.

The rod 13 may be made of half-round in-
stead of round metal, and its position. may
be shifted nearer the front or rear than shown
in the drawings, if desired. - :

Having thus described my invention, I
claim”as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent— :

The combination, with the hounds of a ve-
hicle, the axle, a tongue pivoted between the
hounds, and a rod located above a pivot-pin
of the tongue, the ends of which rod are
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secured to the hounds, of a support consist- .

ing of a spring-rod bent upon itself to form
two coils extending around the pivot of the
tongue and the rod above the pivot, an up-
wardly-inclined forward U-shaped member
engaging with the lower face of the tongue,
and a forked rear member engaging with the
under face of the axle substantially as and
for the purpose speciﬁéd.-r'-
THOMAS CURTIS: CHURCHMAN,
Witnesses:
S. SoroN HoLr,
R. Woobs.
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