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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, ACHILLE M. WiLLIS, of
Rediviva, in the county of Rappahannock
and State of Virginia, haveinvented an Arti-
ficial Oyster-Bed, of which the following is a
specification.

My invention is an artificial bed for oys-
ters and the like, as hereinafter referred to;
and it consistsin certain features of construc-
tion and novel combinations of parts, as will
be hereinafter described, and pointed out in
the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view illustrating the invention as'in use, and
Fig. 2 is a detail perspective view of the de-

- viee.

20

25

30

35

40

45

My artificial bed comprises the bed proper
or platform A, the chain or connection B, con-
nected therewith and leading upward there-
from, and a support C for the upper end of
said chain or connection, whereby the same
is retained in convenient position for easy
access when desired to lift the bed proper.
This bed proper or platform isshown as made
of an outer metal frame and a net-work of
wires extending across said frame. This form
of bed proper is preferred bacause of its du-
rability and the fact that it will sink itself;
but manifestly the bed proper may be of any

suitable construction or material ad-apted to.

support the oysters.
The chain or connection B is shown as a
linked chain, having branches b connecting

with the opposite corners of the frame, so-

that the chain B can lift the frame A up
squarely.

The support C is preferably a float, as
shown; but in cases where the apparatus is
employed near the shore a windlass or the
like may beused to support the upper end
of the chain, and also serve as a means of
drawing. upon the chain to lift the. bed
proper.

The bed proper supports what may be
termed a “spawn-supporting mat” D, which
is shown as a pine brush secured upon and
spread out on the bed proper; but I do not
desire to be limited to a brush, as shavings or
any other suitable material to which the

spawn will adhere may be used instead; nor
do I mean by the term “mat” to mean that it
entirely covers the frame. ,

Oyster-spawn is a substance which adheres
to substances like pine brush, shavings, old
shoes, &ec.,and therefore I find it desirable to
provide the bed proper with some substance
to which the spawn will adhere. ‘

It is sometimes thought that on sandy bot-
tom oysters do not do well, and it becomes de-
sirable to provide a loam or muddy bottom.
By the use of my bed loam or mud can be
supported thereon to receive the oysters, so
that oysters can be raised at any place where
the water is suitable. '

In use the seed-oysters are placed on the
bed proper and the same is lowered to the
bottom,and the connection isleft sufficiently
slack for the tides, &e.,and also so slack that

if it should be struck by a passing boat the

chain will give and the bed be left undis-
turbed. The float is then attached to the top
of the connection. ‘

Not only oysters or edible mollusks, but
other mollusks, may be cultivated, and, when
desired, pearl oysters may be brought from
Ceylon, Panama, or elsewhere and cultivated
in any desired suitable location.

Inpractice the beds proper may be arranged
in sets to cover the bottom and the floats may
be numbered orotherwise designated, so that
the owner may keep account of the condition
of the several bed-frames, so that he can at
any time go and draw up the particular frame
desired.

In lifting the frames windlass on boats
may be employed, and when the bed has
been raised to the surface the oysters may be
culled therefrom and the rest left undis-
turbed on the bed-frame, which may then be
lowered again to the bottom.

It will be seen my improvement may be
used in depths too great for tonging or dredg-
ing, and in fact may be used at any depth
where the pressure is not too great for the
oyster. :

Having thus described my invention, what
I elaim as new is— )

1.'The herein-desecribed artificial oyster-

50

55

60

65

70

75

8c

85

90

95



2 456,330

bed, comprising the bed proper and aspawn- | and extended upward therefrom, and the float
supporling mat supported by said bed proper, for supporting the upper end of the chain, ro
substantially as set forth. substantially as set forth.

‘ 2. The improved artificial oyster-bed con-

5 sisting of the bed proper formed of a frame ACHILLE M. WILLIS.

and a net-work held in the frame, the spawn- Witnesses: ‘
supporting mat secured to the bed proper, the P. B. TURPIN,
chain or connection secured to the bed proper Sonox C. KEMON.




