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To all whom it may-concermn:

Be it known thatI, Levi K. SMEDES, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at New
York, N. Y., have invented new and useful
Improvements in Sliding Panels for the Tops
of Burial-Cases, of which the following is a
specification.

The object of this invention is to construct
a sliding panel for the top of burial-cases, so
that the same in being opened or moved
backward drops down auntomatically to slide
beneath the stationary panel of thetop, and if
said sliding panel is moved to its closing posi-
tion it resumes automatically its original po-
sition on a level with the stationary panel.
The means employed for this purpose, which
form thesubject-matter of my present inven-
tion, are pointed out in the following speci-
fication and claim and illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a plan or top view when the
sliding panel is closed. Tig. 2 is a longi-
tudinal vertical section in the plane z z, Fig.
1. Fig. 3 is a similar section when the slid-
ing panel is open. Fig. 4 is a horizontal see-
tion in the plane v y, Fig. 2. Fig. 5 is a
horizontal section in the plane z z, Fig. 3.
Fig. 6 is a transverse vertical section in the
plane v u, Fig. 1. Fig. 7 is a partial verti-
cal section in the plane v v, Fig. 4. Fig. 8is
a similar section in the plane w w, Fig. 5.
IFig. 9 is a detached perspective view of one
of the swinging feet.

In the drawings, the letter A designates
the top of a burial-casket, which is provided
with a stationary panel B and with a sliding
panel C, the stationary panel being firmly
connected at its inner end to the transverse
bar D. When the sliding panel C isin its
closing position, Figs. 1and 2, it is on a level
or in the same plane with thestationary panel;
but in order to move the sliding panel back
to the position shown in Figs. 3 and 5, said
panel muss be lowered, so thaton being moved
back it will clear the stationary panel, and
when the sliding panel is moved to its clos-
ing position it must be raised to the plane of
the stationary panel.

In order to accomplish the operation of
lowering and raising the sliding panel auto-
matically, I provide the same with swinging
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feet ' B/, a perspective view of one of which
is shown in Fig. 9. Each of these feet con-
sists of a bar a, which swings on a pivot b,
secured in a bracket ¢, and from the free end
of the bar ¢ extends a pin d. The brackets
¢ are secured to the edges of the sliding panel
C, two near its inner end and two near its
outer end, (see Figs. 4, 6, 7, and 8,) and the
pins d of said feet engage grooves ¢, formed
on the inside of the top A on its opposite
sides. (Best seen in Fig. 6.) - The feet at-
tached to the front end of the sliding panel
are marked F and those attached to the rear
end are marked I, all the feet being shown
in Fig. 4. In the grooves ¢ are formed stops
S 7', the stops f being at the front ends of
said grooves, while the stops f’ are inserted
into the groovebeneath the transverse bar D.
When the sliding panel is moved to its clos-
ing position, the front feet ¥ strike the stops f
(see Fig. 2) and the rear feet F” strike the
stops f’, (see Figs. 2 and 7,) and all the féet
are brought automatically into the position
shown in Figs. 6 and 7, causing the sliding
panel to assume its closing position on a level
with the stationary panel. When the sliding
panel is moved backward, all the feet F T’
turn down at once to the position indicated
in TFig. 8,s0 that thesliding panel sinks down
automatically and can be moved back beneath
the stationary panel until the front feet ¥
strike the stops f*, Fig. 8. When the sliding
panel drops down, it strikes the rail 7, and
to prevent noise I interpose cushions g of
rubber, felt, or other suitable material.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

The combination, with the top A of a bur-
ial-case and with its stationary panel B, of a
sliding panel C, grooves e e, formed in the
sides of the top A, swinging feet F F’, secured
to the sliding panel and engaging the grooves
e e, and stops f f’ for the swinging feet, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof T have hereuntoset my
hand in the presence of two subseribing wit-

nesses.
‘ LEVI K. SMEDES.
Witnesses:

W C. HAUFF,
E. F. KASTENHUBER.
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