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(No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, CHARLES HENRY [IURL-
BUT, a citizen of the Unlted States, residingat
North Amherst, in the county of Lorain and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Carpet-Stretchers;
andIdo hereby declare the following to bea
full, clear, and exaet description of theinven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use
the same.

My invention relates-to improvements in
carpet-stretchers; and it consists in certain
novel features hereinafter desecribed and
claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is
a perspective view of my improved carpet-
stretcher in its operative position. TFig. 2 is
a longitudinal section of the same, showing
the manner of operating the device to stretch
a_carpet. Fig. 3 is a similar view, showing
the manner of engaging the eross-head inthe
carpet. Fig. 4is an end view, with the sta-
tionary rack-bar in section.

In carrying out my invention'I employ a
stationary rack-bar A, which is provided at
one end with the securing-point B, adapted
to be driven into the floor, and has a series of
rack-teeth Cin its upperedge,asshown. The
lower edge of the rack-bar rests in a longi-
tadinal groove D in the upper side of the
stretching-bar E, and the rack-bar is pro-
vided on its sides with the longitudinal ribs
G, which rest upon the upper side of the
stretching-bar and engage transverse grooves
in the inner faces of the brackets H, which
are secured to the end of the stretching-bar.

To the under side of the stretching-bar,
and at the end of the same, I secure a sup-
porting-plate I, and to the front edge of the
said supporting-plate I pivot the cross-head
J, by means of a pivot-pin passed through
eyes at the front edge of the said plate and
similar eyes projecting from the cross-head.
The cross-head can thus be turned down-
ward, as shown in Fig. 3, so that its L-
shaped teeth or hooks I{ may be engaged in
the carpet. The cross-head is held in its
raised position, when the device is in use, by

means of a latch I, which is pivoted between.

the brackets H and engages a bail M, secured

“its operation.

to the cross-head and pm]ecm ng upwardand

rearward therefrom.

The operating-lever N is fulerumed upon
the stretching-bar and has a pawl O pivot-
ally secured to its lowér end, said pawl en-
gaging the teeth Cof the rack-bar. A detent
or gravity pawl P is pivoted between the
brackets II and also engages the said rack-
teeth.

The construction and arrangement of the
several parts-of the device being thus made
known, the operation of the same will, it is
thought, be readily understood from the fore-
going description, taken in connection with
the accompanying drawings. The securing-
point B is driven into the foor adjacent to
the wall or ata distance from the edge of the
carpet. The cross-head is then manipulated,
as shown in Fig. 3, to engage the hooks or

“teeth with the carpet, after which the lever

is thrown downward toward the rack-bar.
This motion of the leverbrings the pawlinto
engagement with the rack-bar, and the end
of the pawl at the point whereit engages the
rack-bar is thus made to serve as a fulerum,
so that the lower end of the lever will be
thrown toward the securing-point and the
streteching-bar moved in the same direction,
so that the carpet will be easily and positively
stretched. The detent ov gravity pawl P
preventsretrograde movement of the stretch-
ing-bar under the tension of the carpet, as
any backward movement of the stretching-
bar brings the said detent into engagement
with one of the teeth of the rack-bar, and
consequently checks such backward move-
ment. After the carpet has been stretched
the latch I. is disengaged from the bail M,
thereby permitting the cross-head to be
turned downward, so as to Dbe easily disen-
gaged from the carpet without tearing the
same.

Myimproved carpet-stretcher is extremely
simple in its construction and is efficient in
By pivoting the cross-head to
the stretcher-bar and securing it in the man-
ner shown and described, Tam enabled to use
L-shaped teeth or hooks, so that a direct pull
is exerted on the carpet and the teeth or
hovks effectually engaged in and removed
from the carpet w1thout injuring it. This
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construction, furthermore, enables me to use
hooks having substantially horizontal lower
ends, so that they will not enter the floor
when the device is in use. The stretching-
bar is fitted to the rack-bar in such a manner
that it will be positively and effectually
guided in a straight longitudinal line when
in use and the even stretching of the carpet
thus assured.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

The combination of the stretching-bar E,.

having the longitudinal groove D in its up-
per side, the brackets H, secured to the for-
ward end of the streicher-bar and provided
with the longitudinal grooves in their inner
faces, the cross-head J, hinged to the front
end of the stretcher-bar and provided with
the series of teeth, which are curved so that

456,491

‘their points will not cateh in the carpet when

the cross-head stands in its normal horizqn-
tal position, and having the bail M, the piv-
oted latech L, the rack-bar having its lower
edge fitting and slidingin the groove D in the
stretching-bar and formed with the longi-
tudinal side ribs G, engaging the grooves in
the brackets H, the detent pivoted between
the said brackets and engaging the rack-bar,
and the operating-leverpivoted to the stretch-
ing-bar and carrying the pawl engaging the
rack-bar, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth. )

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES HENRY HU RLBUT.

Witnesses:
J. R. MILLER,
C. E. HURLBUT.

25

30




