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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, THEODORE F. WURTS,
a citizen of the United States,and a.resident
of Bridgeton, New Jersey, have invented cer-
tain Improvements in Processes of Reclaim-
ing Overflowed Lands, of which the following
is a specification.

The object of my invention is to reclaim
land overflowed by the sea or by the waters
of bays and rivers in which there is sufficient
ebb and flow of the tide to carry my process
into effect.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of the shore, showing the
boxing or curb. Fig. 2 is an edge view of a
portion of the bO‘{ln”‘ Fig. 3 is a face view
illustrating one form of construction which
may be used in carrying out my invention.

Referring to Figs. 2 and 3, A are a series of
piles, which may be braced in any manner, so
as to form sufficient resistance to the power
of water. Secured to these piles in the pres-
ent instance are plates B, Dblocks b being
placed between the plates and the piles, so
as to form a space into which the ends of the
cross-bar D D’ may rest, the cross-bar D’ be-
ing at an angle, so that the bar of the next
section can rest in the same cavity. In the
present instance to the cross-bars are secured
vertical planks E, which extend a certain dis-
tance into the ground, as shown in the draw-
ings, and extend slightly above low-water
mark. The three sides W, W*, and W? of the

hox are thus planked to a pointabove the low-
water mark, butnot to the high-water mark, so
that when the tide rises and overflows the crib
thus formed the under corrent will be ponded,

retaining the same, which is carried over the
sheathing, which in time will assume the same
level as the top of the sheathing. Another
row of planks is then added to form a higher
sheathing back of which the earth will col-
lect. Additional sheathing is placed upon
the ecrib until the high-water mark is reached,
and the space inclosed by the crib will be
filled with earth and thus reclaimed.

The box may be formed in sections by hav-
ingsuitable transverse partitions V, as shown,
and the Dbox, instead of being quadrangular
in shape, may be in the form of a segment of
a cirele or V-shaped, depending altogether
upon the position of the land to be recovered
and the flow of the sea; and other forms of
piling and sheathing may be used in carrying
out the process w 1thout depmtm(r from my
invention.

I claim as my invention—

The herein-described means for reclaiming
land from the sea, consisting of a boxorboxes
inclosing an area washed by the suirf and of
a height above low-water mark and below
high-water mark and operating to retain the
earth washed thereover by the surf, and
sheathing to be applied upon said box or
boxes to extend their height upward as the
interior land surface rises, as and for the pur-
pose set forth.

In testimony w heleof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

THEODORE F. WURTS.
Witnesses:
. F. REARDON,
HENRY HOWSON.
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