(No Model.)

E. E. JENNE.
PUZZLE.

No. 456,826, K Patented July 28, 1891.

57 g9 g1 t6 L
Jf—-W“?FW”“%'tV" A 3
27 sl ] | s
LLSSLISTIIL SIS L OIS EL AL SSLSS IS TS LLSLLIS T TS A A LA SSA S LIS LA SIS TS AT L.
70 7
WITNESSES : . INVENTOR :
.5 j : ~ gy o

ATTORNEYS




1o

I5

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE,

ELMER E. JENNE, OF ILION, NEW YORK.

PUZZLE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 456,826, dated July 28, 1891.

Application filed March 18, 1891,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ELMER ELLSWORTH
JENNE, of Ilion, in the county of Herkimer
and State of New York, have invented a new
and Improved Puzzle, o[ which the following
is a full, clear, and e\aet description.

My 1nvent1011 relates to a puzzle, and has
for its object to construct such an article em-
bodying an essentially covered system of cir-
cles having non-registering hidden openings,
a small portion only of the solid surfaces of
the cireles being exposed to view.

A further object of the invention is to em-
ploy in connection with the circles a ball
or other readily - movable object or objects
adapted to travel in the spaces between the
circles when the puzzle board or receptacle is
manipulated, which balls or ball are accessi-
ble or tangible only at the inner circle; and
the prime object sought to be attained by the
above-described construetion is to enable the
player or operator to so manipulate the board
or receptacle that the balls or ball, while con-
cealed, may be made to travel from the in-
nermost to the outermost circular space and
back to the starting-point. -

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth,
and pointed out in the claims.

Referenceis to be had to theaccompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar figures and letters of refer-
ence indicate corrﬂspondmo' parts in all the
views.

Figure 1 is a plan view of the puzzle board
or receptacle. Ifig.2 is a central vertical sec-
tion taken practically on the line 2 2 of Ifig.
1, and Fig. 3 is a horizontal section taken es-
sentially upon the line 3 3 of Fig. 2.

In the construction of the puzzle a recep-
tacle A is preferably employed, which is usu-
ally of a circular shape, comprising mainly a
bottom 10, a top 11, and a continuous side 12,
connecting the two. Within the receptacle
a series of concentric cireular ribs 13 is lo-
cated, extending from top to bottom and so
spaced as to form a series of circular spaces
or runways 14. Each rib is provided with a
gate or opening 15, and the openings are so
located that they are non-aligning, as illus-
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trated in Fig. 3. Thus the several spaces
or runways are connected, and it is possible
for an object placed in the central space to
traverse the runways and enter the outer
space. In the top of the receptacle an aper-
ture 16 is produced, and the top is further
provided with an opening 17, preferably of
tapering shape and extending from the pe-
riphery over the central rib, or practically so,
which opening is widest at its outer end and
is covered by a pane 18 of any transparent
material. The opening 17 is so located as not
to reveal any of the openings or gates 15 in
the ribs, as is illustrated in Fig. 1. In con-
nection with the board or receptacle one or
more balls or other readily-movable objects
are employed which are introduced into the
central circular space through the cover-aper-
ture 16 above the same.

The puzzle consists in rocking the recep-
tacle in any manner, whereby the balls or ball
will be caused to roll trom the central space
or runway through the intermediate spaces
into the outer one and back again to the cen-
ter. The transparent pane 18 enables the
manipulator of the puzzle to ascertain from
time to time in what space the ball or balls
are located, and thus the operator is.enabled
to decide in what direction to rock or other-
wise manipulate the receptacle to carry the
ball or balls to the desired space. The ball
may be removed from the receptacle only
from the central space and through the cover-
aperture 16. 'The ribs may be dlifel ently col-
ored, and the ball or balls may be decorated,
as faney may dictate.

Having thus described my invention,I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

1. A puzzle comprising a closed receptacle
and a series of cireular spaced ribs located
therein, the said ribs being provided with
non-aligning apertures and the cover of the
receptacle being provided with an inlet open-
ing over a space inelosed by one of the cir-
cular ribs, and a second opening disclosing
the ribs at the solid portions thereof, as and
for the purpose specified.

2. As an improved article of manufacture,
a puzzle comprising a closed receptacle con-
taining a series of concentric and spaced ribs
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extending from top to bottom and provided
with non-aligning openings, one face of the
receptacle being provided with a central open-
ing and with a narrow diametrical opening,
the latter opening exposing solid sections of
the ribs, and a movable object located within
the receptacle and adapted to travel between
the ribs, as and for the purpose specified.

3. Inapuzzle,thecombination, with aclosed
receptacle provided with a series of spaced
concentric ribs extending from top tobottom,
each of said ribsbeing provided with an open-
ing and the openings in the ribs being non-

aligning, one face of the receptacle being pro-
vided with a diametrical opening covered by
a transparent pane and an inlet-opening near
the center, of a ball or equivalent movable
object adapted to enter the inlet-opening of
the receptacle and travel in the spaces be-
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tween the ribs, as and for the purpose set zo

forth.
ELMER E. JENNE.

Witnesses:
Wu. . JENNE,
M. G. O’BRIEN.



