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UNTTED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

THOMAS F. STEVENSON, OF BROOKLYN, NEXV YORK, AND ROYAL M.
BASSETT, OF BIRMINGHAM, CONNECTICUT.

STREET LETTER-BOX.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 457,918, dated August 18, 1891.
Application filed October 27, 1890, Serial No, 369,448, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, THOMAS F. STEVEN-
SON, residing at Brooklyn, in the county of
Kings and State ¢f New York, and RoyaL M.
BASSETT, of Birmingham, in the State of Con-
necticut, both citizens of the United States,
have invented an Improvement in Package
and Letter Boxes, of which the following is a
specifieation.

Some characters of boxes heretofore con-
structed have had a swinging flap at the up-

per portion adapted to be opened for the re-

ception of packages, newspapers, &c., in ad-
dition to the usual swinging flap over the
opening for drop -letters, and devices have
been provided for preventing access to the

“contents of the letter-box when the large up-

per flap has been swung open.

Our present invention relates to mail-boxes
for packages and letters of the aforesaid gen-
eral character; and it consists in the combi-
nations of devices hereinafter set forth and

_ claimed.
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In the drawings, Figure 1 is a vertical trans-
verse section of the box. Fig. 2 is a section
at the line x x. Fig. 3 is a section through
one of the pivots of the swinging valve; and
Fig.4 is an elevation in larger size of the dial
for indicating the hour of collection of let-
ters. ~

The box is of any desired size, and the up-
per part thereof A has an opening at 8, over
which is a cover 1, hinged at 2. This open-
ing 8 is to be of a size adapted to the recep-
tion of newspapers or packages, and within
the upper part of the box there is an end
plate or disk 3, having an axis or shaft pass-
ing through the side of the box and provided
with a crank-arm or handle 10, and within
the box and connected with the disk or plate
3 is a link 5, pivoted at its lower end to the
disk and at its upper end to the cover 1. It
will now be apparent that upon turning the
disk 3 by the handle 10 the link 5 will raise
the cover 1, and the parts are so arranged

that the cover can onlybe elevated to the de--

- sired extent, and this may be effected by the
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link coming into line with the axis of the
digk 3, or there may be stops 14 upon the
outside of the letter-box to limit the move-
ment of the handle 10 or upon the inside of

the box to limit the turning movement of the
disk 3. Within the box is a valve 6, pivoted
at 7, and of a size adapted to swing up and
close the opening between the upper and
lower portionsof the box,and upon this valve
at one end is a projection or toe 12, that is
acted upon by the cam portion 9 at the edge
of the disk 3, so that as the disk 3 is turned
to swing open the cover 1 the valve 6 is in-
stantly moved up into a horizontal or nearly
horizontal position and held in that position
by the edge of the disk or cam 9, which is an
arc of a circle from the center upon which
the disk 3 rotates. Hence, as the handle 10
is turned to open the cover of the box, the
valve 6 closes the opening between the two
parts of the box before the cover has been
raised sufficiently for a person’s hand or an
instrument to be inserted for withdrawing
any portion of the contents of the box, and
the parts are strongly made and simple, so
that there is little or no risk of breakage un-
der ordinary circumstances of use, and it will
be apparent that the erank 10 could be dis-
pensed with if a handle or lifter is provided
upon the cover 1, in which case the link 5
becomes a means for rotating the disk 3.

We have thus far described this letter and
package box asthough but one disk was used
at one end; but we prefer tomake use of two
disks facing each other, as shown ‘in Fig. 2,
such disks being connected by the deflector-
plates 15 16, so that the two disks turn to-
gether, and the deflector-plate 15 isabove the
axis 7 of the valve 6 when the cover 1 is
swung up, and this prevents any substance
being inserted into the opening between the
edge of the valve and the front of the box,
and it also directs any newspaper or package
toward the back of the box, so that it will be

55

6o

65

70

75

8o

go

sure to slide off the valve 6 when the cover °

is closed, and the deflector-plate 16 prevents
any article lying upon or against the curved
back portion of the box, because it covers
that curved back portion of the box when the
cover israised, and as the coveris closed such
deflector-plate comes into nearly a vertical
position, so that anything that may have
lodged upon the same is thrown off, = -

It is preferable to introduce in the bottom
of the letter-box a lining or plate 17 of wood
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or similar material preferably raised up
slightly from the bottom, so that in case of
moisture which may condense on the inside
of the box the contents will not become wet,
and the upper surface of this wooden plate
is corrugated for the protection of the con-
tents from moisture and to facilitate picking
up letters or other articles. Itis to be un-
derstood that the pivots for the valve 6 may
be of any desired character. We haveshown
bearings 20 cast upon the inner faces of the
box to receive the knife-edged pivots 7 upon
the valve. (See Fig. 3.). The valve 6 is pro-
vided with the counterpoise 13 to lessen the
power required in moving such valve. If the
deflector-plate 15 is made with the front of
the box A instead of being connected at its
ends with the disks 3,the same should occupy
the position shown by dotted lines in Fig. 1.
If the axis of the disks 3, are separate from
such disks, a bar of metal may be used, the
same being bent in the shape of a crank, so’
as to be out of the way where it crosses be-
tween the disks. The upper part A of the
box can be entirely of cast-iron, and also the
front and bottom are preferably of cast-iron
and the sides and back are of sheet or plate,
metal, preferably steel, and the flange 18.
around the base of the top part A sets out-’
side the upper edge of the plate of metal
forming the back A? and sides A® and bolts
or rivets are introduced to fasten the parts.
firmly together. The edges of the plate are
riveted to the edges of the cast-metal front.
A8, and the metallic bottom 21 is made with
a flange or rim within the sides and back,and,
it is preferableto secure these parts together!
with bolts, the nuts being inside the box and re-.
ceived intonotches in the edges of the wooden:
bottom or lining. The door A*is hinged at:
96, and there ave side pieces 23 that support;
the door when turned down to give access to:
the box, and these swing into the box as the.
door is closed, and a hasp and padlock are;
usually provided for securing the door.
Where the box rests upon a floor or support,
there will be legs 27 below the bottom of the:
box. In consequence of making the back;
and sides of the box of plate or sheet metal
bent up and secured in place, the weight of
the box is greatly lessened and its strength-
increased, and the risk of injury is lessened.
and facility is given for repairs, if required.

In the front of the box is an opening that’
receives a ring with a glass and a dial A"
and a hand A% and the stem of the hand

- passes through the dial, and it is provided,
with a turn-Dutton 8 and a friction-spring:
B, so that the postman can turn the hand to
indicate the time of the next collection, and.
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this can be done more rapidly than the cards
heretofore used can be changed.

We claim as our invention—

1. The combination, with the box for let-
ters and packages and the swinging cover 1,
of the disk or plate 3 within the box,thelink
pivoted at its ends to the plate and cover,re-
spectively, and a swinging valve 6,acted upon
by the cam portion of the plate, substantially
as set forth. :

9. The combination, with the box and the
swinging cover 1 to the opening therein, of
the disk or plate 3 within the box, having a
shaft passing through the box and the handle
outside such box, and the valve 6 within the
box, pivoted at 7 and having a toe acted upon
by the cam of the disk or plate 3, substan-
tially as set forth.

3. The combination, with the box having
an opening and a swinging cover 1, of the
disk or end plates 3 within the box and the
deflectors connecting such end plates, the
links connecting the end plates and swinging
cover, and the valve within the box having
toes thereon that are acted upon by the cam
portions of the disks, substantially as set
forth. .

4. The combination, with the box and its
swinging cover, of a disk within the box, a
link connecting the disk and swinging cover,
a handle outside the box and connected with
the disk,and stops upon the box for limiting
the movement of the handle, substantially as
set forth. .

5. The combination, with the cast-metal
bottom and front,of a sheet or plate of metal
bent to form the back and sides and secured
to the flanges of the metal bottom and front,
and a cast-metal top portion to the box hav-
ing a flange passingoutside the sheet or plate
metal of the back and sides and seeured
thereto, substantially as set forth.

. The combination, with the metallic box
for letters and packages, of a lining of wood
or similar material within the metal bottom,
such lining having a corrugated upper. sur-
face, substantially as set forth.

7. The combination,in a box forletters and
packages, of a cast-metal upper portion, a
plate of metal bent to form the back and sides,
a cast-metal bottom and front, the parts be-
ing permanently connected together, and a
bottom of wood or similar material within the
box, substantially as set forth.
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Signed by us this 21st day of October, 1890, r15

THOS. F. STEVENSON.
ROYAL M. BASSETT.
- Witnesses: '
GEeo. T. PINCKNEY,
HAROLD SERRELL.




