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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EMIL L. TIEDE, a ¢itizen
of the United States, residing at Belmond, in
the county of Wrightand State of Towa, have
invenfed certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Ribbon-Clasps; and I do declare the
following to bea full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the lefters of reference marked thereon,
whieh form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to ribbon-clasps; and
it consistsof aseparable clamp between which
the ribbon is drawn as it is needed, which
will prevent the free end from unwinding, as
will be hereinafter more particularly set forth.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
in whieh the samelettersindicate correspond-
ing parts in each of the figures, Figurelis a
perspective view of my clasp as applied to a
roll of ribbon. Fig. 2 is asimilar view of the
clasp separated.

In selling ribbon from theroll the end must
be secured in some manner after each piece
has been cut off to prevent the entire roll
from unwinding. If a pinbe used, it makes
a hole, which spoils the ribbon at the end and
also at the place where it passes through the
ribbon beneath. If the clamp be used and
be fastened to the center of the roll or ex-
tend around its periphery, any decrease in
the diameter of the roll as theribbon is used
is apt to make the clamp too loose to be very
effective. To avoid these defects I have in-
vented a clasp which can be secured to the
outer layers of the roll, which will always ex-
ert the same power upon the free end of the
ribbon, whether the roll be large or small:

My clasp consists of a single piece of wire,
the central portion of which A is straight and
as long as the ribbon is wide on which the
clasp is to be used. The wire at each end of
this central straight portion is bent into a cir-
cle B of greater or less diameter, which is
bent at right angles to thecentral portion, so
that it will lie flat against the side of theroll
of ribbon, or substantially so. The free ends
of these loops are brought up on the inner
sides of the cireles, so that they are held from
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lateral displacement. The free end of one of
the loops is formed into a hook C, which ex-
tends a slight distance above the straight cen-
tral portion A, and the free end D of the other
loop is extended a corresponding distance
above the straight portion and then bent so
as tolie parallel with the straight portion A,
withitsextremity adapted to be caught under
the hook C. To facilitate the movement. of
the clasp upon the ribbon, I prefer to place a
hollow shell or roller E upon the straight por-
tion D. This roller may be made of any con-
venient size and of any suitable material,
although I find that a short glass tube an-
swers the purposes very well. In applying the
clasp to a roll of ribbon the end D is un-
loosened from the hook C, one or more layers
or turns of theribbon are unwound fromthe
roll and passed in between the straight por-
tions ‘A and D, and the end of the ribbon
then passes around the roll and in between
the straight portions. The roller E is then
placed in position and the end of the clamp
D is sprung into-the hook C, which will cause
the ribbon to be held tightly between the
roller E and the straight portion A, with the
loops B extending inwardly upon each side of
the roll of ribbon. Owing to the fact that
the free ends of the loops pass up freely un-
der or at the ends of the straight portion A,
the roller may be separated to a greater or
less extent from the straight portion A, there-
by enabling the clasp to be applied to mate-
rials of different thickness. After the clasp
has been applied and it is desired to draw off
any of the ribbon from the roll, all that is
necessary is to catchhold of the free end that
is left projecting beyond the clasp and pull
on it the same as would be done if the clasp
were not used. The angle formed by the
straight end of the ribbon leaving the roll
will be sufficient to make the clasp move along
between the layers of ribbon as the roll is
gradually unwound until the entire amount
of the ribbon has been drawn off. After the
desired amount of ribbon has been cut off
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the loose portion is wound upon the roll in .

the usual manner, and the clasp drawn around
the roll as it is thus wound until the freeend
of the ribbon is secured as it was before any
of the ribbon was unwound.
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Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim—

1. A ribbon -clasp consisting of a single
piece of wire provided with retaining-loops
for holding it upon the roll of ribbon and
having the free end of one of theloops formed
with a hook or catch, two parallel bars,

_the free end of the upper of said bars being
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adapted to engage the hook or catch, and a
hollow shell or roller upon one of said bars,
substantially as described.

2. A ribbon -clasp formed from a single
piece of wire, having a straight central por-
tionandacircularspring-loopateachend, each
loop being substantially at right angles to the
straight eentral portion, one of the loops ter-
minating in a hook and the other one in a
clamping-bar adapted to lie parallel with the
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straight portion and be engaged by the hook,
substantially as described.

3. The ribbon-clasp formed from a single
piece of wire, having a straight central por-
tion and a circular spring-loop at each end,
said loops being bent at right angles to the
straight portion and one of them terminating
in a hook and the other one in a clamping-
bar adapted tolie parallel with and adjacent
to the straight portion and be engaged with
the hook, and a hollow shell or roller upon
said clamping-bar, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

EMIL L. TIEDE.

Witnesses: .

F. J. COVERT,
N. REESE.
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