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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known thatI, JouN MASSEY, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Manville, in
the county of Providenceand State of Rhode
Island, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Hitching-Posts; and I dode-
clare the following to be a full, clear,and exact
description of the invention, such as will en-
able others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

Myinvention has relation to improvements
in hitching posts and boxes; and it has forits
object to provide a post of a construction
adapted to afford a closed receptacle for the
hitehing chain orstrap when not in use, where-
by the same is protected from the weather, &e.

To the attainment of this object the inven-
tion consists in the construction, novel com-
bination, and adaptation of parts hereinafter
described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 11is
an elevation of my improved hitching-post.
Irig. 2 is a longitudinal diametrical section of
the upper portion thereof, the swinging cover
being illustrated in an open position by the
dotted lines. Fig.3isasimilar view taken in
a plane at right angles to that of Fig. 2.

In the said drawings similar letters desig-
nate corresponding parts throughout the sev-
eral views, referring to which-—~ ,

A indicates an ordinary hitching-post up-
right, which is preferably of a circular con-
tour in eross-section.

Formed integral with or suitably mounted
upon the upper end of the upright A isacup
or receptacle B, which is preferably of a gen-
eral hemispherical form, and is provided in
its edge at suitable points with semicircular
notches,forapurposepresentlytobedesecribed.

Preferably formed or cast integral with the
receptable B is a diametrieal vertical parti-
tion-wall C,which is designed toseparate the
receptacle into two compartments, whereby
the respective chains or straps are prevented
from becoming tangled or in any way inter-
fering with each other,

Extending at right angles to the partition C
are bars D, which are preferably curved and
have one end connected to said partition and
the other connected to the bottom of the re-
ceptacle, whereby they serve for the attach-
ment of one end of the hitching straps or

chains, which are preferably provided with a
snaffle-hook or the like at their opposite end.

B indicates the cap orcoverof my improved
post, which is also preferably of a general
hemispherical form, and is connected to the
cup or receptacle B in a hinged manner, as
betier illustrated at F in Fig, 2 of the draw-
ings. This eap or cover.E is provided in its
edge, as shown, with semicircular notches, so
arranged as toregister with those of the recep-
tacle when the cover is closed, whereby the
cireular openingsareafforded forthe passage
of the hitching chains or straps.

Connected in a hinged manner to the cover
or cap K above the notches in the edge there-
of are depending swinging doors G, which are
adapted to close the circularopenings to pre-
vent the entrance of moistiire, &e., when the
chains or straps are not in use.

As Dbetter illustrated in Fig. 3 of the draw-
ings, the edges of the receptacle B and the
cover i are preferably recessed, whereby it
will be seen that when the cover is closed a
tight joint will be effected between the two,
as is desirable.

By the construction deseribed it will be seen
that when it is desired to hitch a horse it is
simply necessary to raise the cap or cover and
pull the free end of the chain out, after which
the coveris let down and the chain takes pas-
sage through the circular aperture formed by
the recesses in the edges of the section.

Itis obvious that,if desirable,the receptacle
and the cover might be of a rectangular or
othersuitable form; butI preferto employ the
hemispherical form in their construction, as
illustrated and described. 1t is further ob-
vious that if but one hitching chain or strap
is employed thepartion Cmight be dispensed
with and only one semicireular recess need be
made in the edges of the receptacle and cover,
as only one passage would benecessary; but I
prefer to provide the partition and two or more
chains, ag the same are obviously desirable.

Having described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is—

1. Asanarticle of manufacture, a hitching-
post having a receptacle fora hitching chain
or strap, a cover hinged to the receptacle, and
both the receptacle and cover having notches
in theiredges af corresponding points for the
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passage of the hitching strap or chain, and
hinged doors closing said recesses, substan-
tially as specified.

2. Asan article of manufacture, a hitching-
post having a receptacle for hitching straps or
chains, a partition dividing the receptacleinto
two compartments, means in each compart-
ment for a retaining device, acoverhinged to
the receptacle, said cover and receptacle hav-

1o ing apertures at their meeting edges for the

passage of the hitching-chains, and hinged
plates or doors closing said passages, substan-
tially as specified.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

JOHN MASSEY.
Witnesses: '
SamL. P. Coox,
GEO. W. SPAULDING,



