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UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE.

JOHN LEE MAHIN, OF MUSCATINE, IOWA. |

NEWSPAPER-FILE RACK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 459,011, dated September 8, 1891.

Application filed December 20,1890, Serial No. 875,326,

To ail whom it may concermn:

Be itknown that I, JouN LEE MAHIN, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Museca-
tine, in the county of Muscatine and State of
Towa,haveinventedcertainnewand aseful Im-
provements in Newspaper-File Racks; and T
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, ref-
erence being had to the annexed drawings,
making a part of this specification, and to the
lettersof reference marked thereon.

Figure 1 of the drawings represents a per-
spective view of myimproved newspaper-file
rack, showing the files in position thereon;
Fig. 2, a detail view in section of one cnd of
the file; Fig. 3, a detail view in perspective of
a portion of one of the rails of the rack, show-
ing the mortised seat for the end of the file.

The presentinvention has relation tomeans
for sustaining and holding newspaper-filesin
an upright position and render them easy of
access when it is desired to read any one of
a certain kind, the file being readily and con-
veniently removed from the rack for this pur-
pose and replaced when through with, there-
by retaining a number of files with newspa-
pers in a very convenient position to be ex-
amined by those requiring any certain news-
paper of any particular date. These objects
above enumerated are attained by the con-
struction substantially as shown in the draw-
ings, and hereinafter described and ciaimed.

Tn the accompanying drawings, A repre-
sents therack, which maybe of wood ormetal,
as preferred, and of any suitable size and de-
sign which may be found best adapted to the
purpose.

The rack A has side rails I3, which extend
on an incline, as shown, and have mortised
seats or supports « for the ends of the news-
paper-files C. These seats or supports, being
mortised instead of being cut through the
rails, form stops for the files and prevent them

on the hinge connection thereof.

(No model)

frow lateral displacement, thereby holding
them perfectly stationary and in an upright
position, presenting a very neat appearaunce
and admitting of their ready removal when
required.

The files C consist of a rectangular frame,
the lower bar D thereof having wire spurs to
pass through the newspaper, as shown at ¢,
and the upper bar d being hinged to the end
e of the frame. This bar d has a pin f pro-
jecting from the end thereof, with which en-
gages a pivoted hook g on the end % of the
1‘1ame to hold said bar closed, a dowel-pin 1,
which engages with a covr espondm gly-shaped
mortise 1k, pleventing any lateral displace-
ment of said barand consequently any strain
Any spe-
cial form of newspaper-file is not absolutely
necessary, so far as the construetion of the
rack isconcerned,except that such files should
be of rectangular shape and flat upon their
sides,.or, in other words, a file having the
shape of avectangularframe,andfartherthan
this I reserve the right to make any changes
in the details of construction as would come

within ordinary mechanical skill and without

departing from the principle of my invention.

Having now fully deseribed my invention,
what 1 clzum as new, and desire to secure bv
Letters Patent, is—

The combmamon with a plurality of news-
paper-filesin the slmpe of rectangular frames,
of a rack having inclined rails with mortised
seats orsupports for the ends of said files, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name inthe presence
of two witnesses.

JOIIN ILEE MAHIN.
Witnesses:
InpA M. MARK,
W. D. McCABE.
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