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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, WirLiaAM R. CLARK
and GEORGE W. BRODIE, citizens of the
United States, residing at Boston, in the
county of Suffolk and State of Massachusetts,
have jointly invented certain new and use-

_ ful Improvements in Blind-Catches; and we
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do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same. '

This invention relates to improvements in
blind-catches for holding the blinds of a build-
ing in an open position and preventing them
from slamming.

It consists in providing means of adjust-
ment to allow for variations in the positions
occupied by the lower portions of the blinds
in relation to the seams or joinfs between the
bricks of a brick building when the blinds
are open also, fo compensate for the sagging
of the blinds from continued use. )

The invention is carried out as follows, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, whereon—

Figure 1 represents a front elevation of the
improved cateh,showing the same driven into
the seam of a brick building and holding a
blind in an open position. Fig. 2 represents
a side elevation of the catch and showing a
vertical section on the line A B in Fig. 1 of a
portion of the brick-work and blind of a brick
building. Fig. 3 representsa horizontal sec-
tion on the line C D in Fig. 2,showinga plan
view of the catch. Figs. 4 and 5 represent
modified forms of the improved catch.

Similar letters refer to similar parts on the
different figures of the drawings.

The support @ for the catch is made in the
form of a spike, as shown in Figs. 1,2, and 3,
adapted to be driven into the seamns between
the bricks when the catch is used on brick
buildings, or in the form of a suitable bracket,
as shown in Figs. 4 and 5, adapted to be fast-
ened to the building by screws or nails o’ o’
when the catch is nused on wooden buildings.

Within a perforation in the outer end of
the support a is adjustably mounted an up-
right bolt or rod Dby meansof a screw-thread
on the bolt and providing the perforation in
the outer end of the support with a corre-

sponding serew-thread,into which the bolt is
serewed, and, if so desired, providing the bolt
with a check-nutd’, asshown in Figs. 1, 2,and
5; or the bolt may be made plain and inserted
within the perforation in the bracket ¢ and
held firmly by means of a set-screw ¢ as
shown in Fig. 4; or the bolt may be provided
with other and well-known means of adjust-
ment within the scope of mechanical skill
without departing from the spirit of this por-
tion of our invention. The apper portionof
the bolt or bar b is provided with the catch
proper C,which we prefer to malke in the form
of a lever ¢, pivoted at ¢’ to said rod. The
outer end is provided with asufficient weight
to overbalance the opposite or inner end of
the lever, so as to tend to keep the inner end
in an elevated position at all times. The in-
ner end of the lever ¢ isprovided with an ec-
centric or cam-shaped face ¢’ adapted to press
against the outside of the blind ¢ and to hold
it firmly against the building e.

Any of the well-known catches may be at-
tached to the upperend of the adjustablerod
b, according to the kind of fastening used on
the blind, and we have shown one of the va-
rious kinds at f in Fig. 5.

The manner of attaching our improved
cateh is as follows: The blind is swung toan
open position and the spike or bracket o at-
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tached to the outer wall of the building inthe -

most convenient position, according to the
position of the seams of the brick-work or of
the clapboards, after which the rod or bolt b
is adjusted up or down, 8o as to bring the up-
per end of the bolt just below the lower edge
of the blind as the blind swings by it. As
the outer end of the lever ¢is weighted, it will
tend to turn said lever on its fulerum e/, car-
rying the inner end of the lever to its higher
position, as shown in Fig. 4.

Supposing the blind to be closed, the opera-
tion of ourimproved catch is as follows: The
blind is swung open and thelower edge there-
of comes in contact with the upper edge of
the inner end of the lever ¢, forcing said in-
ner end downward and holding it in its de-
pressed position until the blind has passed
by the end of the lever, when its weighted
outer end will cause the inner end to move
upward, and as the length of the spike or
bracket « is properly arranged it will cause
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the cam-shaped portion ¢® to come:in contact
withthe outer surface of theblind and hold the
blind firmly by the influence of the weighted
end c® of the lever ¢ between the outer sur-
face of the buildingand the cam-=shaped face
c® of the lever. If the blind should ‘become
sagged so0 as to preventitfrom being held by
the cateh, the rod b may be adjusted, asabove
described, so as to bring the lever ¢ or any
other form of catch mounted thereon to ‘the
desired position to cateh the blind.

This our improved eatch is applicable for
holding doors as well as blinds, and we do not
wish: to confine ourselves to any particular
use to which it may be put.

It will be seen that our improved catch acts
automatically in catching:the blind when it
is opened, but is manipulated by hand when
it is desired to.close the blinds. This auto-

matic action of the catch prevents the lia-
bility of leaving the blind unfastened so as
slam, as is the case with the turn-button now
in common use on briek buildings.

459,080

Havingthugfully deseribed the nature, con-
struction, and operation of our invention, we
wish to secure by Letters Patent,and claim—

1. In a catch for blinds, doors, &e., a sup-
porting spike or bracket combined with a
catch mounted thereon,and means foradjust-
ment of said catch at an angle to said spike
or bracket to compensate for sagging of the

‘blind or door or the position oceupied by said

spike or ‘bracket.in relation to the blind or
door, substantially as set forth and deseribed.
2. In a cateh forblinds, doors, &c., the sup-
port a, the vertically-adjustable bolt or rod b,
and the lever ¢, having the weighted end c?
and eccentric or cam-shaped facec?, combined
for the purpose set forth and described..
In witness whereof we have affixed oursig-
natures in presence of two witnesses.
WILLIAM R. CLARK.
FEORGE: W. BRODIE.
Witnesses:
HENRY CHADBOURN,
Joun F. Cox.

25

30

35

40




