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To all whom it may concern:

. Beit known that I, MiCHAEL BARTHEL, &
citizen of the United States residing at San
José, Santa Clara county, State of Cahfoxnm,
have invented an Improvement in Ant-Exter-
minators; and I hereby declare the following
to be a full ,clear,and exact description of the
same.

My invention relates to animproved device
for exterminating ants and similar vermin.

It consists, eqsentully in certain improve-
ments in the containing-case and in certain
details of constmctxon which will be more
fully explained by refelence to the accompa-
nying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspectne view of my box.
Fig. 2 is a cross-section of the same.

In a former patent, issued to me November
30,1875, No. 170,505, 1 have shown a box hav-
ing holes upon opposﬂe sides, a poisonous com-
poundcont(unedthhmthe bO\ andanabsorb-
ent material arranged in contact with the com-
pound for the purpose of keeping it in a moist-
ened condition. In my present invention I
have shown the box so constructed that Iam
able to dispense with the moistened absorb-
ent material and to retain the compound in
its properly-moist condition for use without
the use of the absorbent material. In my
present invention I have shown the box made
with a rim composed of a strip of tin A, bent
into a rectangular form and soldered towether
at one side. The bottom and top are struck
up from small sheets of tin or other metal B,
soastohaveinwardly-turned flanges B/, which
fit inside the rim A upon opposite sides, thus
forming the top and bottom of the box. Tha
bottom is permanentlysecured in place either
by soldering or other suitable means. I have
found, however, that to save time and econo-
mizein construction the bottomis fitted snugly
within the rim which forms its sides, and is
made tight by pouring alittle melted resin into
the angle where the two meet. The tophas its
corners cut off, as shown at C, and when the
flanges of the top are introduced within the
sides.the top is pressed down upon the com-

_pound, which has already been placed in the

box, until the compound is compressed be-
tween the top and bottom of the box. Open-
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ings will then be formed at each of the angles
by reason of the cutting away of the corners
of the top, as herein described, and this allows
the ants to have access to the compound with-
in the box, while at the same time no circu-
lation of air is allowed to pass through the
box, as in my former construetion. The top
may be pressed down from time to time, so
that it is kept in contact with the surface of
the compound within the box, and by reason
of the compound being thus held between the
top, bottom, and sides of the box the only ac-
cess that air can have to it will be at theopen
angles, before described, and therefore the
moisture will not be evaporated from the comn-
pound, and it will last as long as may be de-
sired without the use of any absorbent mate-
rial or any other care such as was necessary
in my former device.

A compound attractive and fatal to the ants
is placed in the box, and it is carried away
and stored in their nests to be eaten and fed
to the young, the tribe being thus soon de-
stroyed without getting into food and other
articles.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. An ant-exterminator consisting of a poi-
sonous compound,andaboxadapted tocontain
said compound and having a top formed with
openings in the angles and movable within
the sides,so as to be kept in contact with the
surface of the compound, substantially as
herein described.

The box consisting of the sides, the bot-
tom having upturned edges fixed between
the sides, and the movable top having thein-
wardly-tulned edges fitting within the sides
and acting by elastic pressure to hold the top
between said sides, while allowing it to be
pressed down from time to time, and open-
ings made by cutting away the angles of said
top, substantially as herein described.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my

hand.
MICHAEL BARTHEL.
Witnesses:
G. A. FOLLETT,
I. W. Cooxk.
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