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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, LE Roy C. GODWIN, of
Portsmouth, in the county of Norfolk and
State of Virginia, have invented a new and
Improved Hat-Holder, of which the following
is a full, clear, and exact description.

My invention relates to improvements in
hat-holders; and the object of my invention
is to produce a simple and inexpensive hat-
holder which may be easily secured to the bot-
toms of pews, theater-chairs, and other seats
used in public halls and places of all kinds
and in which a common hat may be conven-
iently placed and firmly secured.

To this end my invention consistsin certain
features of construction and combinations of
parts, as will be hereinafter described and
claimed. : '

Referenceis to behad to the accompanying
drawings,forming a part of this specification,
in which similar figures of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the hat-
holder, showing thehat-loop tipped up against
the back of the pew, the pew being shown in
dottedlines. Fig.2isaperspective viewshow-
ing the hat-loop drawn ont in position to be
tipped up. Fig. 3 is a perspective view show-
ing the hat-holder in its normal position be-
neath the pew, and Fig. 4 shows the position
of the hat-holder beneath the pew and with
a hat supported in it.

The hat-loop is supported on two parallel
guide-rods 10, which have their ends turned
up at right angles, as shown at 11, to enable
them to be easily driven into a support, and
staples 12 are also driven into the supportand
embrace the guide-rods near one end, the
staples serving to guide the hat-loop and
strengthen the various parts of the device.
It is customary to attach the guide-rods to a
supporting-board 13, which may be screwed
to the bottom of the pew; but, if desired, the
rods may be attached directly to the pew-bot-
tom. The hat-loop 14 is supported upon the
guide-rods, and this hat-loop comprises two
parallel side members 15, which align verti-
cally with the guide-rods 10, and these side
rods are turned up at the end to form termi-
nal eyes 16, which slide upon the guide-rod.
The opposite ends of the side rods merge in

outwardly-curved portions 17, and the wire
forming the loop is then doubled to extend
beneath the side rods 15, as shown at 18, and
merges in a connecting portion19: Therods
15 and the parts 18 of the loop align vertically
and these side members 18 are far enougfl
apart to permit the passage of an ordinary
hat-crown between them, but near enough to-
gether to support the rim of the hat. It will
thus be seen that the hat-loop 14 is composed
of a single piece of wire, which is bent into
the desired shape, as described, and this loop
is capable of being pulled out from beneath
a seat, so that a hat may be easily inserted in
it in the manner hereinafter deseribed. The
eyes 16, which suspend the loop, permit it to
swing vertically on the guide-rods 10 when
the loop is pulled from beneath a seat, and to
provide for supporting the loop in a vertical
position, as in Fig. 1,a bail 20 is secured to it,
the bail having terminal eyes 20%, which clasp
the bent.portions 17 of the hat-loop, and the
bail has also a central lateral bend 21, which
enables it to be hooked over a cateh 22, se-
cured to the back of a pew or other seat, as
shown in Figs.1and 4. When the hat-holder
is not in use, it is pushed beneath the pew or
other seat to which it is attached and the bail
21 is turned down so as to hang between the
side members 18 of the loop, and these mem-
bers, pressing slightly upon the bail, serve to
hold it in place. When a hatistobe inseried
in the hat-holder, the hat-loop 14 is pulled
out from beneath the seat, which is done by
grasping the bail20and pulling that outward,
the hat 23 is pnshed into the loop, the rim
passing through the bent portions 17 and rest-
ing upon the side members 18, the bail 20 is
turned down between the side members 18,
thus locking the hat in place, and the hat-

loop is then pushed beneath the seat, thus

carrying the hat out of the way, as shown in
Fig. 4. If for any reason it is desired to sup-
port the hat upon the back of a seat instead

.of the bottom, the hat is placed in the hat-

loop in the manner already described, the hat-
loop is tipped up against the back of the
seat, as in Fig. 1, and the bail 20 hooked over:
the catch 22.

From the foregoing description it will be
seen that a hat may be very easily inserted
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in the holder and that it will be held in such
a way that it is not liable to injury and can-
not accidentally become detached. Itwillbe
noticed thatasthe hat-loopis withdrawn from
beneath a seat the side rods15 of the loop will
rest upon the lower portions of the staples 12
and as the ends of the rods are held to slide

* on the guide-rods 10 the loop will be main-
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tained in a perfectly horizontal position, so
that the hat may be easily inserted and can-
not be accidentally dropped.

Having thus fully described my invention,
Iclaim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— - :

1. A hat-holder comprising the guide-rods
10 10, having attaching ends 11 11, and the
U-shaped holder having its outer ends bent
outward, as at 17, for the passage of the hat-
rim and then continued rearward, forming
arms 15 15, parallel with and above its sides
18, and formed at the inner extremities of the
arms 15 with eyes 16, sliding on the rods,and
the staples 12, embracing the rods 10 and the
arms 15, substantially asshown and deseribed.

2. A hat-holder comprising the guide-rods
10 10, having attaching ends 11 11, the U-

. shaped holder having its outer ends curved

outward, asat17 17, for the passage of the hat-

rim and then continued rearward, forming
arms 15 15 above and parallel with its side
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portions 18, the eyes 16 16 at the inner ex- .

tremities of the arms 15 and sliding on the
guide-rods 10, and the bail 20, having eyes at
its ends pivoting on the upper portionsof the
curved parts 17 and adapted to swing down
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and close the holder, substantially as shown

and deseribed. .

3. A hat-holder comprising the guideways
10 10, having attaching ends 11 11, the U-
shaped holder curved outward at the outer
ends of its side arms 18 and thence rearward
over and parallel with the arms 18, forming the
arms 15, the eyes 16 16 at the inner ends of
the arms 15 and sliding on the guide-rods, the
staples 12 12, embracing the guide-rods and
arms 15 near their outer ends, the bail 20,
having eyes 20%, pivoting on the upper mem-
bers of the outward curved portions 17 and
bent between its ends, as at 21, and the catch
22 to engage said part 21 and hold the hat-
holder in a vertical position, substantially as
shown and described.

‘ LE ROY C. GODWIN.

Witnesses:

0. V. SMITH,
L. M. WATTS.
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