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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

ENOCH H. TOWNE, OF WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS.

REGISTERING AND CANCELING BALLOT-BOX.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 489,169, dated January 3, 1893.
Application filled April 28, 1892, Serial No. 430,967, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:
. Be it known that I, ENocH H. TOWNE, a
citizen of the United States, residing ab
Worcester, in the county of Worcester and
State of Massachusetts, have invented a new
and useful Registering and Canceling Ballot-
Box,of which the following, together with the
accompanying drawings, is a specification suf-
ficiently full, clear, and exact to enable per-
sons skilled in the art to which thisinvention
appertains to make and use the same.

The object of my present invention is to
afford a simple, efficient and economical in-
gstrament or means adapted for use at voting

precinets, for receiving, canceling and regis-

tering ballots, more especially to facilitate
voting by the secret or Australian ballot sys-

tem; and to provide therein mechanism of
such organization and construection that it can

be conveniently operated by an unskilled per-
son; and also not liable to become deranged
or get out of order by careless, rough or ig-
norant manipulation orusage. These objects
I attain by mechanism such as hereinafter
defined, or organized substantially as illus-
trated in the drawings, in which

Figure 1 is a plan view of my ballot-box,
some of the parts being shown in section.
Fig. ¢ is a plan view of some of the operating
parts shown separate from the case orframe.
Tig. 8 is a vertical section at line # x show-
ing the movable top drawn back, and the
swinging bed in position for receiving the
ballot, and Fig. 4 is a vertical section [part
at line w w and partat the front of the regis-
ter] showing the movable top atits forward
position, and with the bed dropped.

The several parts of my ballot-box mech-
anism are as follows:—A denotes the case or
receptacle which can be of any suitable form
or size.

B indicates a ballot-receiving bed or drop
table having a hinging support or horizon-
tally pivotal axis at b on which it can swing
downward at one edge, or be raised info hori-
zontal position. - Suitable dogs or spring
pressed latches d are provided for retaining
the front edge of the bed when in normal po-
sition. Said latches can be disposed asshown
to engage the corners of the bed, or in other
relation to effect similar result.

O indicates amovable top or cover mounted

to run back and forth on suitable guides a «,
and to travel from the position shownin Fig.
3 to that shown in Fig. 4, and serving as a
means for operating the mechanism and for
alternately covering and revealing the ballot-
bed as desired. A hand piece ¢ is fixed on
the top C to facilitate the convenient move-
ment thereof back and forth by the operator.

D indicates an arm or means connected with
the swinging bed B, whereby said bed is
brought into horizontal position by the back-
ward movement of the top C. The top or
cover has a cam surface 3 on its under side
with which the arm D engages, and it is also
properly recessed to allow the arm to swing
up when the top is at forward position. [See
Fig. 4.]

Suitable means are provided for disengag-
ingthedogsorlatches d by the forward action
of the movable top; in the present instance
consisting of a rod attached to the lateh and
having a lug h thereon that is engaged by a
detent ¢ fixed in the under side of the top C
at such position that the detent strikes the
lug % and forces off the latch when the topis
advanced to its forward position.

F indicates a printing wheel or canceling
device, and G a roll for inking the same
mounted in aswingframe f thatis fulerumed
and carried within themovable top asshown.
Said wheel is adapted for traversing over the
ballot as it lies upon the bed. A suitable
spring e can be combined with the canceler
frame for pressing the wheel down upon the
surface to be marked; or the gravity of the
rolls may in sorne instances be sufficient for
such purpose. When at rear position the
canceling rolls are held up by engagement of
the devices with the stationary supplemental
top piece a'.

Preferably two canceling rolls with their
supporting and inking devices are employed,
arranged as indicated in Fig. 1, so that in
case short ballots are at any time used either
one or the other of said rolls will be sure to
mark the ballot. The apparatus may, how-
ever, be provided with one or more canceling
devices as in any instance desired, the con-
struection of each being substantially the same
as that illustrated.

J indicates a reciprocatling slide or part

mounted on the cross frame A% and having a
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cam surface or inclined slot J’ that engages
with a depending arm I fixed to or mounted
on the movable top C, said arm being best pro-
vided with a roll I’ that runs in said slot, and
by means of which the slide J is given lateral
reciprocative movement in conjunction with
the top C as it is moved back and forth.

K indicates a counting register of well
known kind arranged to be observed through
a glazed opening in the side of the case, and
having its pawl bar connected with the slide
J by a rod K’ so that movement of the slide
operates the register mechanism.

L indicates a bell the striker [ of which is
worked by a suitable detent m on the slide
J, or some equivalent moving part to effect a
stroke as the top C is moved to its forward
position.

Border pieces 4 and 5 are arranged about
the ballot-bed B affording sufficient depth to
insure of the top C passing over the bhallot
without interfering with it. Therearandend
borders 4 are best attached to the bed and

" the front border 5 to the frame or casing as
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indicated. To prevent the ballots adhering
to the surface of the bed detents or lifters =
n are provided which preferably consist of
small springs or bars let into the surface of
the bed and extending transversely thereto,
their ends passing down through openings
and projecting beneath the bed in such man-
ner that when the bed swings downward the
lower ends of the lifters come in contact with
the bar or stationary part N, thereby causing
them to be pressed upward from the top sur-
face of the bed for lifting the ballot and per-
mitting air to enter between it and the bed
surface so it will slide down into the contain-
ing chamber. The lifters » may in some in-
stances be omitted if preferred.

The operation is as follows:—The box is
presumed to be closed; or with the top in po-
sition as in Fig. 4. When a voter approaches
the warden or attendant draws back the top
C to the rearward position, as in Fig. 8; this
elevates the bed B to horizontal position where
its front edge is caught and retained by the
latchesd, at thesametime the slide J ismoved
to the right hand limit of its action, as in Fig.
2,drawing back theregisterpawls. The voter
then lays his ballot [folded with the names
or marked face inward] upon the bed B, and

.the attendant immediately slides forward the
movable top C to cover the bed and ballot.
This movement causes the printing wheels F
to traverse across the upper surface of the
ballot printing thereon the name of the city
or town and numbers of the ward and pre-
cinct where the voting takes place, or such
other canceling mark as may in any case be
preferred; asthetop Creachesits forward limit
the engagement of the deteunts /s and 7 causes
thelatches or dogs d to be thrown off releasing
the front edge of the bed and allowing it to
drop to the position indicated in Fig.4, thereby
depositing the ballot within the chamber of
the box. This forward movement of the top
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C also carries the arm I or its roll I’ forward
in the cam seat of the slide J and thus pro-
duces a reciprocative action of said slide J
and thereby, through the rod K’ and pawls,
moves the registering counter one step for-
ward; and also through the action of the de-
tent m rings the bell L one stroke. Then as
another voter approaches the movable top is
again drawn back and the operation is re-
peated.

Iclaim as my invention herein to be secured
by Letters Patent, ’

1. Aballot-box provided with a downwardly
swinging ballot-receiving bed, and a movable
top or slide adapted for alternately conceal-
ing and revealing said bed, in combination
with means substantially as described, where-
by said bed is caused to drop when said top
is moved over it to its forward position, and
sald bed again brought into horizontal posi-
tion by retraction of said cover, for the pur-
pose set forth.

2. The combination, in a ballot-box, of the
swinging ballot-receiving bed pivotally sup-
ported at one edge, latch devices that retain
its opposite edge when elevated, the movable
top adapted to slide over and from said bed,
a canceling wheel or marker carried by said
movable top, throw-off detents that release
said latches and bed as the movable top ap-
proaches its forward limit of action, and an
arm or means for returning said bed to hori-
zontal position with the retractive action of
said movable top, substantially as set forth.

3. In a ballot-box, the combination, of the
swinging ballot-receiving bed, the movable
top or cover for alternately concealing and
revealing the same, the counting register, the
register-actuating slide having an incline slot
or cam, and the lug or arm fixed to said cover
and engaging said incline, substantially as de-
scribed, for effecting movement thereof simul-
taneously with the movement of said cover,
for the purpose set forth.

4. In a ballot-box, the combination, of the
swinging ballot-receiving bed, the movable
top, means substantially as deseribed for re-
leasing and re-adjusting said ballot-bed, the
counting register and the register-actuating
connections controlled by said movable top,
substantially as set forth, whereby said bed
and counting register are operated by the for-
ward and backward movement of said top.

5. The combination, substantially as de-
scribed, of the ballot-bed, the movable top ar-
ranged to slide over and from said bed, and
the canceling wheel with its inking roll mount-
ed on a swing-frame that is pivoted within
said movable top, said wheel adapted to roll
upon said bed when the top is moved forward,
for the parpose set forth.

6. In a ballot-box, the combination of the
receiving bed hinged or pivotally attached to
swing downiward within the case, latehing de-
vices for retaining said bed, the movable top
sliding over and from said bed, its supporting
guides, the canceling markers, the counting
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register, the actuating mechanism of said reg-
ister controlled from said sliding top, and the
latch-releasing detents all organized substan-
tially as described whereby forward move-
ment of said top operates the registering
counter, the bed-releasing latches and cancel-
ing marker, for the purposes set forth.

7. In a registering ballot-box, the combina-
tion, of the top or cover mounted on guides
to move forward and backward for alternately
concealing and revealing the ballot-receiving
space, the reciprocating slide having the cam

or slot, an arm attached to said movable top
and engaging said slot, the count-register hav-
ing its pawl-bar connected for operation fto
said slide by rod K’, the bell L and the bell-
striking detent carried on said slide, substan-
tially as set forth.
Witness my hand this 26th day of April,
A. D. 1892,
ENOCH H. TOWNE,
Witnesses:
ErvA P. BLENUS,
WM. S. BARTON,
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