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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Asmus J. CARR, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Chicago,
in the county of Cook and State of Illinois,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Reels, of which the following
is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
reels, and more especially to a class of hand
reels used and designed for reeling or wind-
ing and tightening or stretching clothes lines,
strands of wire and the like and it consistsin
certain peculiarities of the construction and
novel arrangement of the different parts of
the same as will be hereinafter more fully set
forth and specifically claimed.

The objects of myinvention are to afford a
reel which shall be simple in eonstruction and
operation; light, yet strong and durable; in-
expensive to manufacture and effective inits
operation. _

In order to enable others skilled in the art,
to which my invention pertains to make and
use the same I will now proceed to describe
it, referring to the accompanying drawings
in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my reel.
Fig. 2 is a similar view of a modification there-
of. Fig. 3 is a side view of a portion of the
frame of the reel having a lock or catch se-
cured thereto. Fig. 41is a sectional view of
the same. Fig. 5 is an inner side view of the
cateh, and Fig. 6 is a view of the spring that
operates the catch.

A, represents the side pieces of the main
frame, made of any suitable material, and of
proper length, size and form which may be
best adapted to accommodate the line or other
material to be wound on the reel, at suitable
points in each of the pieces A, I provide a
number of holes a, for the reception and re-
tention of the rods B, and connecting tubes
B’, the connecting tubes B’ being somewhat
larger in circumference than the rods B, and
provided with holes running longitudinally
therethrough, and secured at each end in the
holes a, in the side pieces A of the frame.
The side pieces A may be arranged in the
form of a cross as shown in Fig. 1, or the reel
may be formed of two parallel side pieces A’
as shown in Fig. 2,in each of which cases the

side pieces A, A" are held together by the rod

or rods and connecting tubes as above de-
scribed. One of the rods B, is extended
through one of theside pieces A, as shown by 55
dotted lines at b, in Fig. 1, and has its free
end formed with an enlargement b’, which
enlargement is countersunk in the handle C,
through which the rod B, passes and thus
prevents the handle slipping off, yet permit- 6o
ting it to turn freely on the end of the rod.
The rod B in Fig. 2 is provided with a simi-
lar handle. .

To the outside of one of the pieces A or
A’ of the reels, and midway between two 65
of the holes a, is pivotally secured a spring-
actuated catch or lock D, having in its under
side a recess d, into which the spring ¢, for
operating the catch rests.- One end of the
spring is secured to the piece A or A’ andthe 7o
other extends and bears against the catch
within the recess as shown in Fig. 3. A small
pin or stop I, is secured to the side piece of
the reel at a proper point to allow each end
of the piece D, to extend partially over the 75
holes a, and to check the catch at this point.

" As shown each end of the catch is formed cir-

cular and theunderside of each end is slightly
beveled so that when the rod E, is inserted in
either of the tubes B’, and the tapering end 8o
g, thereof is pressed against the beveled end

of the catch D, the said cateh will yield and
allow the head g, to pass beyond and by rea-
son of the spring to clasp the rod around the
neck h, which is much smaller in circumfer- 85
ence than the head g, and is formed just baelk

of the head. To the other end of the rod EI}N
is secured either rigidly, or in the same man- ™\
ner as the handle C, a handle F.—From the
above it will be readily understood that the go
rod E, is removable and that it can be used

in either of the tubes B’, as desired. My ob-
ject in thus adjustably securing this rod is
that in winding up the cord or line such a
construction permits a somewhat more even gj
actionof thedevice. Therod E,beingadapted

to operate in either of the tubes B’, as before
explained, when the operation of winding is

to be done the rod E, may be placed in the
outer-tube when it will act as an axis alter- 100
nately with the handle C, but when it is de-
sired to unreel the cord the handle F,and rod
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E, may be placed at the center of the frame
and there secured by the catch D.

The operation of my device is simple and
as follows: To wind the line upon the reel
one end of the line is secured to either a rod
B, or connecting tube I3/, the handle C, on the
end of the rod B, is then firmly grasped with
one hand and the rod E, inserted in the outer
tube B’, and there retained by the catch D,
is held with the other hand, the reel is then
turned over and over, the rods B and K act-
ing as axes alternately. - Tounwind the line,

the free end thereof is secured to a suitable
point and the reel held by the handle F, at
the middle of the frame in a horizontal posi-
tion when by walking from the secured end
of the cord the reel will revolve on the axis
E, which is in the tube B’,in the center of the
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frame, and give off the line as rapidly as de-
sired.

IHaving thus fully deseribed my invention
what I claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent is:

In a hand reel the commbination of a frame
having the holes @, with the rod B and tubes
B’ secured in said holes, the handles C and T,
secured on the rods B and E respectively,
the rod E having the head ¢,and neck /i, the
lock D having the recess d, and beveled cir-

20

25

cular ends, spring ¢, and pin I, substantially 3o

as and for the purpose set forth.
ASMUS J. CARR. [L.s.]
Witnesses:
C. C. TILLMAN,
JaMEs A. LANGSTON.




