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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, DAvip L. TREXLER, of

‘Lexington, in the county of Davidson and

State of North Carolina, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Bed-
Braces; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, elear, and exact description
of the invention, which will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
to the acecompanying drawings, and to the let-
ters of reference marked thereon, which form
part of this specification.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in bed braces.

The object of the invention is to provide an
improved means for tightening and securing
bed frames which can be quickly and easily
operated and whieh is very cheap, simple and
durable in construction and composed of a
minimum number of parts. ]

The invention consists in certain novel fea-
tures of construction and in combinations of
parts more fully described hereinafter and
particalarly pointed out in the claim.

Referring to the accompanying drawings;—

- Figurel is a top plan view of the invention,
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and Figs. 2 and 3 are respectively side eleva-
tions showing the partsin different positions.

In the drawings the reference letter b, in-
dicates the braces from the sides of the bed
frame to the center thereof. At their inner
ends the braces are secured to the inwardly
facing hooks d, on the upper ends of the fin-
gers e. These fingers of which there are any
suitable number, preferably four, are inde-
pendently pivoted at their lower ends to a
nut f so that the upper hooked ends of the
fingers can swing toward or from a common
center. The nut isfitted on a screw threaded
shaft or bolt g, at its upper end journaled to
rotatein a plate h. Thelower end of this bolt
is provided with turning means as a thumb

piece .. The plate b, is provided with a ra-
dial slot for each finger through which the
fingers project.

When it is desired toattach the tightening
device the screw is turned until the nut
moves up to the plate which moves the fin-
gers up through the plate almost their full
length and permits them to spreard outwardly
as shown. The braces are then attached to
the hooks and the serew is rotated in the op-
posite direction thereby moving the nutdown
and the fingers are thus drawn down and
their upper ends are forced toward each other
by the slots in the plates, thereby tightening
the braces. The braces can be tightened to
almost any degree by this tightening device.
The outer end walls of the slots in the plate
are preferably inclined, and the fingers are
preferably reduced in thickness from their
outer ends toward their inner ends.

It is evident that various slight changes
might be made in the forms, constructions
and arrangements of the partsdescribed with-
out departing from the spirit and scope of
my invention, henee I do not wish to limit
myself to exactly what is here disclosed.

Having thus fully described my invention
what I claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States;—is

The bed brace fastener composed of the
plate having the series of radial slots ar-
ranged around its center, the short screw
shaft having a thumb piece at its outer end
and loosely journaled at itsinner end in the
center of said plate,the nut on said shaft,and
the tapered fingers at their lower ends inde-
pendently pivoted to said nut and extending
up loosely through said slots of the plate and
provided with the inwardly facing hooks at
*their upper ends above the plate, as shown
and described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence of two
witnesses.

DAVID L. TREXLER.

Witnesses:
T. A. BUrTON,

W. C. HuxT,
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