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To all whom it may concern:

Be it knownthat I, JoHN L. BLACK, & citizen
of the United States, residing at Chambers-
burg, in the county of Franklin and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented certainnew and
useful Improvements in Ribbon-Holders; and
I do hereby declare the following tobe a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same.

My invention relates to an improvement in
ribbon holders or clasps for holding ribbon,
braid, orother similar fabric upon their spools
or blocks, the object of the invention Deing
to provide a simple, cheap and effective de-
vice for this purpose and one which will not
interfere with the proper packing of these
spools of braid or other material in the boxes
or cases in which they are placed for ship-
ment; and the invention therefore consists
in the construction, arrangement and combi-
nation, substantially as will be hereinafter
described and claimed,

In the accompanying drawings illustrating
my invention: Figure 1 is a perspective view
of a spool of ribbon provided with my im-
proved device. TFig. 2 is a detail view of the
complete device.

Similar letters of reference refer to similar
parts throughout both figures.

In selling ribbon from the roll, as is the com-
mon practice, the outer end of the ribbon
must be secured in some manner after each
piece has been cut off, to prevent the entire
roll from unwinding. If a pin is used to se-
cure this end in place, it makes an unsightly
hole or perforation in the goods which spoils
the same at the end and also the underlying
wraps through which it passes. If a clamp
is employed and fastened to the center of the
rollor extend around its periphery, any dimi-
nution in the diameter of the roll, as the rib-
bon is nnwound and used up, makes the clamp
too loose to be effective. In order to obviate
these diffieunlties I have devised the present
invention.

Referring to Fig. 1, A represents a spool or
block of any suitable size and form and made
of any suitable material, but preferably of
paste-board, whereon is wound any desired
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length of ribbon, braid or other similar arti-
cle, as B.

C represents the ribbon holder which is
formed of a single piece of wire bent intothe
following form. Commencing at the point
a—seo F'ig. 2—the wire is formed into a small
eyelet or ring, for a purpose hereinafter ex-
plained. Itisthen bentupwardin astraight
line, forming the portion b, which is substan-
tially half the length of one side of the de-
vice; thence at a right angle thereto forming
the portion ¢, which terminates in a loop or
ring d. The wire is then bent back upon the
portion ¢, thence upward again forming the
continuation of the remaining half of one side
of the device, ¢; thence across a suitable dis-
tance according to the width of the spool or
ribbon forming the portion £, and down upon
the other side, which side is formed similar
tothat of the first. The wirethen terminates
in the cross portion g which is designed to
pass through the small opening or eyelet
formed at the point . The portion ¢ has a
part ¢’ which extends slightly beyond the
point « for a purpose as will be hereinafter
explained.

The manner of placing my improved device
in position is as follows: Thetwo sidesof the
device are pulled far enough apart to allow
them to pass down alongside of the respective
sides or the spool or block. The portion g is
then pushed through the material of the spool
at the center, until its end comes out on the
opposite side of said spool, where it will reg-
ister with the eyelet at the point o and pass-
ing through the same, the portion ¢ is turned
down so that the cross portion ¢ ecannot be
pulled outof the eyelet and the device is then
in position for use. The cross piece f is then
slipped around upon the spool until it regis-
ters with the outer end of the ribbon, which
it holds in proper position, thus preventing
unwinding of thesame. It will be noted that
the provision of the spring formed by the
looping of the wire at d on each side of the
device affords a constant tension upon the
ribbon 8o that no matter how diminished the
spool of ribbon may become the end is always
kept from unwinding by the pressure of the
cross portion f upon it. .

It will thus be seen that I provide a very

55

6o

65

7¢

75

8o

85

go

95

I00



I0

simple cheap and effective ribbon holder and
one that is easily operated. Other forms of
the spring portion may be devised without
departing from my invention, the main idea
being to have the device lie close to the spool
without taking up any room, and to provide
a constant tension atall times upon the grad-
ually diminishing spool of ribbon.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters-Patent, is:

In combination with the ribbon spool A, the
spring wire holder, made of a single piece of
spring wire bent into a substantially rectan-
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gular shape and comprising the sides b, ¢, f 15

and the axial portion ¢, the projecting arms
¢ ¢ bent at a right angle to the main rectan-
gular portion, said arms forming at their ends
the loops d d, the extension g’ formed on one

end of the wire and the eyelet or loop a 20

formed on the other end of the wire, substan-
tially as and for the purpose deseribed.
In testimony whereof I affix mysignature in
presence of two witnesses.
JOHN L. BLACK.
Witnesses:
VAN T. HHAULMAN,
J. N. FLINDER.




