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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EUGENE J. WILKES, a
natural-born citizen of the United States, re-
siding at North Branch,in the county of Chi-
sago and State of Minnesota, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Shin-
gling-Brackets; and I do hereby declare the
following to be afull, clear, and exact desecrip-
tion of the invention,such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

This invention relates to carpentry, and
more especially to that class of devices therein
known as shingling brackets; and the object
of thesameis to provide abracket of this class
which is cheap in construction, efficient and
strong in use, adapted to roofs of various an-
gles, and capable of being folded into very
compact form for storage or transportation.
These objects I accomplish by the specific
construection hereinafter more fully deseribed
and claimed, and as illustrated on the draw-
ings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of this im-
proved shingling bracket open and ready for
use. Tig.21is a side elevation thereof folded.
Tig. 3 is a side elevation showing the manner
in which the device is to be used.

Referring to the said drawings, the letter A
designates the base of thisdevice which tapers
from itslower end to or nearly to a sharp edge
B at itsupperend. Said lower end is prefer-
ably provided with a downwardly-projecting
oblique spur C adapted to embed the roof or
theshingle of the course below aswill be clear.
Rising from said base at the sides of its thicker
end is a pair of lugs D provided with aligned
eyes E.

F is the upright, preferably shaped about
as shown, and having a reduced lower end G
which passes between the lugs, a horizontal
pin H passing through said end and the two
eyes, whereby the upright is pivoted to the
base. Onthebackof thisuprightisastrength-

ening fin or web I standing near its outer end

and terminating at a point near the center of
the length of said upright.

The letter K represents a brace preferably
having its lower end notched or sharpened as
at J, while its upper end is bifurcated as at L
and stands astride the web I, a horizontal pin
M passing through the arms of the bifurca-
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tion and the web to pivotally connectthe brace
with the upright.
It will be noticed that the pivot H between

‘the base and uprightis above the plane of the

upper face of said face, that the meeting faces

of the base and upright are flat, and that the.

brace curves slightly in itslength, These de-
tails permit the close folding of parts together
as seen in Fig. 2, the upright at this linelying
closeupon the base, and thebraceupon thelu gs
Dand closeover the upright—thelengthof the
bifurcation in the brace permitting. Thebase,
upright, and brace are practieally of the same
width to give the greatest possible strength
to the device.

~ The use of the bracket is illustrated in Fig.
3, and as usual the baseisinserted under the
course of shingles which has just been ap-
plied, to sustain the staging for the operator
while applying the next course above, or a
course a little farther up the roof. At this
time, the spur C embeds the face of a shingle
as shown, and the brace isrun out to hold the
upright at the desired angle. Obviously this
angle could be whatever was desired, accord-
ing to thepitch of the roof, the kind or charac-
terof stagingemployed, and the angle at which
it was desired the upper face of the staging
should stand. Thus, as here shown, the stag-
ing would have to have a block beneath it if
it were desired that its upper face should be
flat, although an ordinary scantling is usnally
employed, against which the carpenter places
his foot to preventslipping. Or,if preferred,
the upright could be let back to a horizontal
by properly adjusting the brace, and then or-
dinary planks or boards could be used as
staging or flooring by stretching from one of
these brackets to another, The uses of this
device will, however, be apparent; and the
advantages are thought to be obvious. The
entire device is of steel or of iron—wrought
or cast—and may be painted, japanned, or
even nickeled to protect it against rusting.

Having thus described and ascertained the
nature of this my invention, what I claim as
new and .desire to protect by Letters Patent
of the United States, is—

The herein described shingling bracket, the
same consisting of a thin base having two lugs
rising from the edges of its lower end and pro-
vided with aligned eyes standing above the
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plane of the flat upper face of said base, an
upright of the same width as the base and
havingareduced lower end between said lugs,
a flat face, and a longitudinal strengthening
web on its back,said webextending from the
outerend of the uprightto a point about at its
center, a pivot pin throughsaid lower end and
journaledinsaid eyes,abracehavingaslightly
curved body of the same width as the upright
and provided with a notched lower end and a
bifurcated upper end receiving said web, said
bifurcation being sufficiently long to pass over

489,402

the inner end of the web when the device is
folded and the brace at this time resting on

said lugs, and a pivot pin through the arms 15

of the bifurcation and the web, both said pivot
pins standing in horizontal lines, all as and
for the purpose hereinbefore set forth.
Intestimony whereof I affix mysignaturein
presence of two witnesses.
EUGENE J. WILKES.
Witnesses: ]
JAMES F. KINGSLAND,
LEONARD P. WILKES.




