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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM W. ANDER-
SON, a citizen of the United States, residingat
New York, in the county of New York, State
of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Clasps; and I do de-
clare the following to be a full,clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable othersskilled in the artto which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

My invention is especially directed to im-
proving the construction of clasps or slides
with the view of making them of as little
bulk as possible relative to the webs which
they hold, at the same time insuring the neec-
essary strength, and with the further object
of making the device as smooth exteriorly as
possible and preventing the catching or tear-
ing of garments by it.

This invention is in the nature of an im-
provement of the elasp set forth and patented
to me in Letters Patent No. 266,948 and is de-
signed to overcome certain difficulties en-
countered in the use and operation of said
patented clasp, especially the tendency in the
latter to accidentally release the web from the
rearor permanentholder whenthefronteclamp
jaw is depressed at its rear end.

With such objects in view my invention
consists in the combination with web holding
devices of a certain character comprising a
spring jaw lever which is operated to release
its web by depressing its rear end of a web
holding leverspecially formed to permanently
hold the end of a weband topresenta smooth
or flush surface the latter lever being oper-
ated to release its web by an upward move-
ment, which movement eannot be imparted
to it by the thumb pressure which operates
the spring jaw lever.

I may here statethat Idonot broadly claim
a lever forming the permanent web holder
and covering the end of the web, such device
having been heretofore proposed and con-
structed.

Inorder to make myinvention more clearly
understood I have shown in the accompany-
ing drawings means for carrying the same
into practical effect.

Insaid drawings—Figure 1is a perspective
view; enlarged, of a.clasp orslide embodying

my improvements. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal
sectional view of the same.

Referring to the drawings: 1 indicates the
main plate of the slide or clasp. This is
formed of malleable sheet metal having atits
front end a jaw 20 and at its sides ears 21 of
the ordinary characterand havingat its sides
near one end turned-up ears 2 provided with
bearing apertures 3.

4 is a lever web-holder provided with lat-
eral pivot projections 5 adapted to fit thebear-
ings 3 and upon which the. holder can be
turned to clamp or release the web which lat-
ter is indicated at 6. The web holder has a
rear flange 7 provided with teeth which en-
gage and secure the web against the main
plate, and with a front flange 8 whichis of the
same depth as the rear flange and, when the
holderisin itsnormal or closed position, bears
upon the main plate and eovers the end of
the web. The holder is so shaped that it cor-
responds and is flush with the ears 2, leaving
no projection of any kind to catch or tear the
garment or other article.

12 is a spring jawlever adapted to engage
with said jaw 20, mounted in the usunal man-
ner on pivots in the ears 21, and having a
rearwardly extending operating arm 22 the

' rear end of whichisbent down asshownat 19.

It will be observed that by the combination
of this particular form of lever web holder
with the clasp having the spring jaw 12, the
entrance, as it may be called, to the rear
end of the clasp beneath the rear end of the
spring jaw is obstructed so that there is no
opportunity for any portion of the wearer’s
garments to catech beneath said spring jaw
and be torn. Such accidents are frequent
with the ordinary form of device and render
the useof these articles objectionable. More-
over any pressure upon the top of the rear
end of the lever web holder 4 only tends to
close the holder upon the web and does not
tend to open the holder and release the web.,
Therefore if in operating the spring actuated
jaw by pressing downward upon its rearend
any accidental pressure is communicated to
the web bolder 4, it will have no tendency to
permit the web to slip out as will be thecase
in otherforms of clasps heretofore devised by
myself in which a springactuated web holder
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is combined withaspringactuated jaw. The
present form of clasp is far superior and at
the same time permits the ready disengage-
ment of the web when it is desired to replace
it by a new one.

Having thus deseribed my invention what
I claim is:—

In a clasp the combination of aplatel hav-
ing its front end turned up to form a jaw 20,
its sides turned up to form ears 21 and ears
2 having bearings 3 at their upper outer cor-
ners, the spring actuated jaw 12 mounted in
said ears 21,and operated by downward press-
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ure on its rear end and the lever web-holder
4 mounted in said bearings 3 and having the
end by which it is operated extending for-
ward in proximity to the rearend of said jaw
12 and operated by upward pressure, sub-
stantially as set forth.
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In testimony whereof Iaffix my signaturein 2o

the presence of two witnesses.
WILLIAM W. ANDERSON.

Witnesses:
MORNAY WILLIAMS,
WARREN E. BERRY.




