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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown thatI, CHRISTOPHER A. BRIDGE-
WATER, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Rushville, in the county of Schuyler
and State of Illinois, have invented a new and
useful Dirt-Mover, of which the following is
a specification.

This invention relates to dirt movers; and
it has for its object to provide an improved
device for moving or carrying dirt in the con-
struction of wagon or railroad beds, for mak-
ing embankments or dumps of any kind, and
also is designed to be employed in removing
dirt from execavations of any deseriptionand
generally speaking, the device can be used in
any place and for any purpose that ordinary
scraping machines are employed and in many
uses in which serapers cannot be employed.

‘With these and many other objects in view
which will readily appear as the nature of
the invention is better understood, the same
consists in the novel construction combina-
tion and arrangement of parts hereinafter
more fully described, illustrated and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings:—Figure 1
is a perspective view of a divt mover in the
position of operation. Fig. 2 is a longitudi-
nal sectional view of the same.

Referring totheaccompanying drawings;—
A represents my improved dirt mover or car-
rier which comprises a number of parallel
slats B loosely connected with and along side
of each other in the manner to be described.
The said slats are constructed of any suitable
material and in such lengths to suit the exi-
gencies of the case, and the entire device is
also preferably made in sections and can be
used in lengths to suit the various distances
it may be required to move the dirt. The
said slats B are held together by means of
the hinging and securing chains or rvopes C.
The said chains or ropes C are passed over
and under each slat from one end of the de-
vice to the other, and cross each other be-
tween the slats, so-that the same may be said
to be hinged to each other and to allow one
end of the rolling bed or carrier composed of
said slats, to be rolled or carried over the en-
tive length of the slats, to move the divt as
will be presently described.

The end slats at the point at which the dirt
is to be earried or dumped is to remain fixed
at such a point, while the opposite slat or
slats at the opposite end of tie carrier are de-
signed to receive the dirt to be carried and to
be rolled over the entire series of slats to the
fixed end of the carrier, at which point the
dirt will be rolled onto the dump. At said
moving end of the carrier or mover the chains
C terminate in draft loops or chains E, to
which are connected to double trees E’, to
which the teams are hitched to operate the
device. The portions of the chains or ropes C
passing directly under and over each slat are
held thereto by means of the fastening bolts
F passing through the chain and the slats and
clamped above and below the chains, thus
strengthening the entire structure and ren-
dering the same more durable.

It is thought that the use and operation of
the described carrier are now apparent. In
carrying the dirt to a particular point or
damp in constructing embankments or road
beds, the device is dragged on the ground to
the point where the same is to be used, so
that the end slat opnosite to the moving end
is at the point where the dirt is to be depos-
ited, and said opposite moving slat, to whieh
is econnected the double tree, is at the point
from which the dirt is received and removed.
The horses hitched to the doubletrees are
turned around and stand abreast upon the
rolling bed or carrier and facing the dumping
end of the same. Where it is convenient, a
plow is drawn along by the side of the end

slat to be carried over the entire bed, and a.

furrow of dirt is thrown upon said slat and
the slats lying adjacent thereto. The plow-
ing can be repeated until more dirt has been
thrown onto the bed. The team is nowstarted
and walked over the rolling bed which will
cause the moving end of the bed to be rolled
toward the discharging end and thus roll the
dirt - therewith while the team is moving,
When the dirt reaches tlie fixed end slat, the
team and the slat to which they are connected
will be the same distance from the dump and
the fixed end-slat, on the opposite side of the
dump, as when originally started, so that the
operation above described can be repeated
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and-anotherload of dirt brought back to the
dump from said opposite side, thus providing
for rolling up the dirt from either:side alter-
nately. ' In removing the dirt from ecellars or
ditches the dirt is thrown on the rolling bed
and is:drawn up out of thecellaror diteh and
deposited in & manuneér similar to that de-
seribed, it being of course: understood,:that
where the ascent is too steep for the animals
to walk, steam or other snitable power may
be used for rolling the bed;and thatthe fixed
end slat may be suitably anchored. -

The econstruction, operation:-and many ad-
vantages of the herein described rolling bed
are apparent without further description.

Having thus described my invertion, what
I claim :and: desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent is;— ,

1. A dirt mover comprising a series of par-
allelslats loosely connected with each otherto
form a rolling bed, substantially: as set forthi

2. A dirt mover comprising a series of par-

allel and adjacent slats hinged to each other
to form :a rolling bed, one end of which is
adapted to move over the bed toward the op-
posite stationary end thereof, substantiallyas
set forth.

3. In a dirt: mover, the: combination: of a
series of parallel and adjacentslats arranged
alongside of each other, chains or ropes pass-
ing over and under theslats from end to:end
and intercrossing between each: slat to form
a rolling carrier bed, and means for moving
one end of the bed toward and over the op-
posite stationary end thereof,substantially as
set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
myown I'have hereto affixed my signaturein
thepresence of two witnesses.

CHRISTOPHER A. BRIDGEWATER.

Witnesses:
H. €. ScHULTZ,
GEORGE S. GREER.
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