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UNITED STATES

Pat1ENT OFFICE.

ERASMUS R. TRAMMELL, OF LAKELAND, FLORIDA.

CAR-COUPLING.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 490,592, dated January 24, 1898,

Application filed June 24, 1892,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ERASMUS R. TRAMMELL,
acitizen of the United States, residing at Lake-
land, in the county of Polk and State of Flor-
ida, have invented a new and useful Safety
Attachment for Car-Couplings, of which the
following is a specification.

The invention relates to improvements in
safety attachments for car couplings.

The object of the present invention is to pro-
vide for twin-jaw car couplings, a safety at-
tachment, which will support a draw-head
should it become detached from acar by heavy
strains or by the giving away of some of its
parts,topreventthe said draw-head from fall-
ing upon the track and causing wrecks or oth-
erwise damaging cars.

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated
in the accompanying drawings and pointed
out in the claim hereto appended.

In the drawings—Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a car coupling provided with an at-
tachment constructed in accordance with this
invention. Fig. 2 is a similar view showing
a detached draw-head supported by the at-
tachment of another draw-head.

Like numerals of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-
ings. :

ldesignatesarectangularstirrup framecon-
structed of heavy metal, and consisting of ver-
tical sides 2 which are rigidly secured to op-
posite sides of a draw-head 3, and a bottom.
cross-piece 4 which is formed integral with the
sides 2,and whichextendsbeneaththe knuckle
of the draw-head 3. The bottom cross-piece
of the stirrup frame 1 is located sufficiently
below the draw-head to permit a vertical ad-
justment of the draw-heads to allow cars hav-
ing draw-heads of different heights to couple
without the stirrup frame interfering with
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them. Should a draw-head become detached
it will be prevented from falling upon the
track, and eausing damage to cars, by the
rectangular stirrup frame, which will as illus-
trated in Fig. 2 of the accompanying draw-
ings support the detached draw-head. The
depending stirrup frame is secured perfectly
rigid with the draw-head and cannotgwing
laterally or forwardly and rearwardly, or in
any manner which might interfere with the
performance of its funetion.

It will be seen that the depending stirrup
frame is simple, strong and duarable, that it is
adapted to be readily applied to any form of
twin jaw car couplings, and that it is capable
of preventing a detached car coupling from
falling upon the track. Itwill also be appar-
ent that should the draw-head incline to swing
laterally out of coupling, the jaw of the fallen
draw-head will cateh against the stirrup-
frame, which will prevent the same from fall-
ing to the ground and will hold it in position.

What I claim is—

The combination with a twin-jaw car coup-
ling, of adepending rectangular stirrup frame
rigidly connected with the draw-head of the
coupler and comprising vertical sides ar-
ranged at the sides of the draw-head and em-
bracing the same and secured thereto, said
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sides having their upper ends bent inward -

forming supporting lugs arranged on the top
of the draw-head and a transverse bottom
piece formed integral with the sides and ar-
ranged beneath the knuckle of the coupling,
substantially as and for the purpose described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

ERASMUS R. TRAMMELL.

Witnesses:
R. O. CrEsUp,
JOSEPH FORBES.
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