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UNTTED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

ROBERT HITCHCOCK AND HAMILTON D. WAITE, .OF WATERTOWN, NEW
YORK.

SPONGE-CUP.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 490,658, dated J anuary 31, 1893.

Applicasion filed June 11, 1894,

To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that we, ROBERT HITCHCOCK
and HaMinToN D. WAITE, of Watertown, in
the county of Jefferson and State of New York,
haveinvented a new and useful Improvement
in Sponge-Cups, which improvement is fully
set forth in the following specification.

The present invention relates more particu-
larly to the construction of sponge-cups or
holders, adapted for banker’s use, although it
is applicable to many other purposes. De-
vices of this kind usually consist of a eup or
vessel so constructed as to prevent overflow
when the sponge is pressed to moisten the fin-
gers, and to contain a surplus of water, and
means for holding the sponge in place. A
common form of sponge-holder has a saucer
like portion, exterior to the cup,in which the
sponge is placed, and communicating there-
with by openings through theside of the cup
near its bottom. :

According to the present invention the
sponge is held in place by a screw, or a screw-
threaded or pointed pin, attached to the bot-
tom of the cup, and adapted to pass entirely
through the sponge, or to enter the same suf-
ficiently to hold it in place. In the former
case, we prefer to cover the pointed end of the
serew with a cap or button, which serves both
to hold the sponge in place, and also to pro-
tect the fingers of the user from the pointed
end of the pin. The holding pin or screw
may be either secured (permanently or de-
tachably) to the bottom of the cup, or it may
be secured to a disk or plate of lead or other
metal which we prefer to rest upon the bot-
tom of the cup to prevent the latter from tilt-
ing, or it may have a head or washer on its
lower end and pass through a holein the cen-
ter of the said plate or disk.

Another feature of the invention consists
in the use of a cup havinga vertically extend-
ing wall around the bottom thereof, above
which is an outwardly bulged portion, which
terminates in a flaring mouth. The vertical
portion of the wall at the bottom of the cup
serves to receive the weight, above referred
to, and also to hold the sponge more firmlyin
position. The bulged portion prevents the
contraction of the upper part of the sponge,
serves as a receptacle for surplus water, and
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gives freedom for the fingers in compressing
‘the sponge, while the flaring mouth catches
drippings from the fingers, and prevents the
eagy overflow of the water in the cup.

~ Intheaccompanying drawings forming part
of this specification, Figurel, isavertical cen-
tral section, Figs. II, Il and IV are gimilar
views of modified forms, Fig.V,is a plan view
of another modified form, and Fig. VI, is a
section on line VI—VI of Fig. V.

In the drawings A represents the cup, the
wall of which is formed with a vertical por-
tion a, around the bottom of the cup, above
which is an outward bulge ¢/, and above that
a flaring mouth o

Bis thé pointed holding screw or pin for
the sponge, secured to the inner face of the
bottom, at about the middle thereof, and pass-
ing up through the sponge B’. The upper
end b of this pin B is screw-threaded and en-

"gages in the interiorly serew-threaded socket

¢ of a knob or button C,which serves both to
clamp the sponge in place and to cover the
sharp point of pin B, thus protecting from in-
jury the fingers of persons using the cup.

D is a plate or weight, preferably of lead,
which rests on the bottom of the cup; the pin
B passing through an opening therein. This
preventsthecupfrom beingeasily tipped over,
and if desired the pin B, instead of being se-
cured to the bottom of the cup A, may be se-
cured to the plate D, (as shown in Fig. IIT) to
more readily facilitate the removal of the
sponge.

In Fig. IV, we have shown the securing pin
or screw in the form of a cork-serew or spi-
rally coiled wire, passing partly through the
sponge.

Another form of the invention is shown in
Figs. V, and VI. It consists in arranging a
series of pins B around the bottom of the eup
and secured thereto,said pinslyingin a plane
substantially parallel with the plane of the
bottom of the cup,and having offsets b’ which
give space enough between the pins and bot-
tom of the cup, to receive a portion of the
sponge, sufficient tohold the same in position.
The pins have upwardly bent sharpened ends,
and all point in the same direction relative
to the circumference of the cup, so that by
pressing the sponge against the bottom of the
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cup and turning the same the pins will pass
into the sponge and hold the same securely
in place.

‘What we claim is:—

1. Asanewarticle of manufacturea sponge-
holder, comprising a cup provided with a
pointed securing screw or pin projecting from
the bottom of the cup and adapted to pene-
trate and hold thesponge, substantially as de-
scribed.

2. In a sponge-holder the combination with
acup having an npwardly and outwardly pro-
jecting rim around the month thereof, of a
pointed screw or pin for securing the sponge,
adapted to penetrate the same said screw or
pin being attached to the bottom of the cup,
substantially as described.

3. As an article of manufacture a sponge
cup formed with a vertical wall around the
bottom thereof, extending into an outwardly
bulged portion, and terminating in a fdaring
mouth and provided with means for holding

the sponge in place, against the bottom of the
cup, the lower portion of the sponge being
contracted within the said vertical portion of
the wall as set forth,
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4. The combination with the sponge-cup, of
a pointed screw-threaded securing pin pass-
ing from the bottom of the cup upwardly
through the sponge, and an internally serew
threaded knob or button engaging the upper
end of the securing pin, substantially as de-
seribed.

5. Thecombination withthe sponge-cup and
devices for holding the sponge in place, of a
weight in the form of a disk or plate adapted
to rest on the bottom of the cup,substantially
as described.

6. A sponge-holder comprising a cup, a re-
movable plate adapted to rest on the bottom
of the cup, and a pin having a head or but-
ton, the sponge being held between the plate
and the said head or button, substantially as
described. ‘

In testimony whereof we have signed this
specification in the presence of two subserib-

ing witnesses.
ROBERT HITCHCOCK.
HAMILTON D. WAITE,
Witnesses:
HORACE 1. WARNER,
JNO. N. NoBLE.
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