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Zo all wlhony it my coneceri: '
Be'it known that I, ANDREW J. MORSE, of
Boston, county of Su ffoll\,btate of M.wsaohu-
sotts, have iny ented an Improvement in Fold-
ing Beds, of which the following description,in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
is a specification, like lotters on tho drawings

representing like parts. (
This invention has for its objeet to provide
J

an improved folding bed.

In accordancow lth this invention, the head
and foot boards of the bed are so conneeted
that one may bé moved bodily toward the

other while in a substantiaHy vertical posi-:

tion, the side rails of the bed being hinged or
otherwi ise suitably constructed to permit
suoh movement.,

In the preferred construction, the head and
foot boards are connected at eaoh side by a
system of “lazy tong ” levers which permit
the foot board to be ‘moved toward the head
board, each remaining at all times in a sub-
stantml]y vertical posmon

One part of this invention, therefore, con:
sists in the combination in a folding bed of
a head DLoard and a foot board, * lazy tong”
levers connecting the same, 'md the 111n<red
side rails C, of a mattress held above s(ud
side rails and sustained by said head and
foot boards alone, retaining the bed open,
substantially as will be descubed Also in
the combination in a folding. bed, of a head
board and a foot board, “lazy tonv” levers
connecting the same, the fixed mvots for the

35 lower endmost levers, the guide ways in
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which the upper endmost levexs are pivoted
to slide, and the hinged side rails C hinged
to the head and foot bomds above and lnde-
pendent of said levers, substantially as will
be described.

Other fea,tmea of this invention w111 be-v

hereinafter deseribed and pointed out in the
claims,

Figure 1, represents in side elevation a
foldunT Ded embodying this invention, and
Fig. 2, a similar view bhO\\lHW the foot board
moved toward the head bomd

Referring to the drawings, the head board
A, and foot board I, are and may be of any
usual or desired material, shape or construe-
tion.

In accordance with this invention, the head
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"and foot boards are connected by devices

which will permit one to be moved toward
the other, both remaining-at all times insub-
stantially vertieal positions, such connecting
devices in the present and preferred construe-
tion consisting of “lazy tong” levers a, a so-
ries of which is arranged at each side of the
bed, the endmost lower lever of sach series
being pivoted to the head and foot boards re-
spectively at a’, a? while the end most upper
levers are fitted with pins o® and a* which
slide in the guideways %, af, arranged respect-
ively on the head and foot boards of the bed.

The foot board alone, in a light bed, will
preferably be provided with casters or rolls
0, so that the said foot board may be rolled
bodily and in a substantially vertical posi-
tion toward the head board as in Fig. 2, the
“lazy tong” levers closing up to permit such
movement; butin heavy beds, both the head
and foot boards may be fitted vnth castexs or
rolls.

The side rails C, of the bed are in the pres-
ent instance each formed of two members ¢,
¢, hinged or pivoted, as at ¢ at their outer
ends to the head and foot boards respectively,
and hinged or pivoted together at their adja-
cent ends, as at c? so that as the head and
foot boards are moved one toward- the other
the side rails C will turn on their hinges into
the position shown in Fig, 2. ~If desired, the
two outer ends of the membels ¢, ¢, of the sude
rails may be hooked together as by hooks A,

when. in their closed position, Fig. 2, ta thus
hold the head and foot boards together against -

the tendency of the bedding to separate them H

or the said head and foot boards may be’

held together in auy other suitable or desired
manner.

In my 1mp10ved bed, the spring or mattress
support is not su%ta.med by the side rails, the
woven wire or other spring or flexible sup-
port m being sustained entirely at its ends
by the head and foot boards, as shown, so that
as thetwo are separated the mattress is bound

‘to assume its proper horizontal position, Fig.

1. The mattress being above the side rails
when the bed is open tends to keep the bed
in such open position, by exerting a pull upon
the head and foot boards above t‘le plvoted

points of the side rails.
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In the present instance the supporting bars -
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.in the drawings, which
up will act to propeily bend or fold the sup--

‘other and to the head

or plates m' to which the opposite ends of the
support m ave attached are provided’ with
threaded bolts m? which are extended through
the head and foot boards respectively and
are provided outside the same with adjusting
puts m? by means of which the tension on the
support m may be varied to render the same
more or Jess fléxible.

The side rails C are preferably conn"ee‘tedw

by éross slats ¢, represented by dotted lines

slats as the rails fold

port . and the mattress and bedding carried
thereby. . The under sides of the members ¢,
¢, of the side rails will preferably be Inclined
upwardly toward ‘the hinges ¢8, as shown, 80

‘that as the foot board is moved toward the'}
_ head board, the rails will automatieally fold

up into pesition Fig. 2.
I claim— )

1. The ecombination ina foldin'g Dbed, of a
head board and a foob beard, lazy“tong” le-

vers directly connecting the lower ends of the
same, the fixed pivots a’,a? for the lower end-
most levers, the guide ways a’, ab, in which

_the upper endmost leversare pivoted to slide,

and the side rails C, of équal length hinged
to each other-andto the head and foot boards
above and independent of said levers, sub-
stantially as deseribed. .

: 2. In a folding
head board and a foot board: mevableone {0«
ward the other, and side rails hinged to each
and foot boards, and
having squared abutting ends, of a mattress
support, sustained at its ends by said head
and foot boards alone, and above the pivotal

points of the side rails, and a flexible connee-

tion below the side rails and between said

head and foot boards to limit the outward -
‘movement thereof, to thereby retain the bed

open, substantially as described. S

3. In a folding bed, the combination with a
head board and a foot
side rails C, of a mattress held above the piv-
otal points of saidside rails and sustained by
said head and foot boards,
“lazy tong” levers-a connecting said head
and foot boards below the pivotal points of
the side rails, the mattress drawing the head
and foot boards togetherin a plane above the
side rails, and the “lazy tong” levers a limit-
ing such movement and maintaining said

position,

bed, the combination with a

-0, C, hinged together at

board, and the hinged:

alone, and the
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boards upright,and a loeking device on the

‘outer ends of the side rails to hold the siderails

together when the bed is ctosed, and retain-
ing the head and foot boards in their closed
sub&tantially as deseribed.

4. In a folding bed, the combination with a

head board and a-foot board, and the hinged
side rails C, of a mattress held above the pive

-otal points of said side rails and sustained by

said head~and foot boards alome, and the

“lazy tong” levers a connectiig-said head
and foot boards below the pivotal points of

and foot boards together in a plane above the
side rails,and the “lazy tong " levers a limit-
ing such movement and maintaining said

‘boards upright, substantially as described. -

5. In-a folding bed,the combination with a
head board and a foot board, movable one to-
ward the other, and side raiis hinged to each
otherandto the head and foot boards, and hav-

ing squared abutting ends, of & mattress sup-

‘port,sustained at jtsends bysaid head and foot .

boards alone above. the pivotal points of the

side rails; and adjusting devices connecting
‘said support to the head and foot boards to

vary the tension of said support, and a flexi-
ble connection below the side rails and be-
tween said head and foot boards to limit
the otntward movement thereof, and to there-
by retain the- bed open, substantially as det
seribed.”

6. In a folding
head and foot boards eonnected by side rails
their inner ends, and
at their outer ends to said head and: foof
boards,of a supportmsustained atitsendsby
said head and foot boards above the side rails,
a connection ‘between said head .and foot
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_the side rails, the mattress drawing the head
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boards below the side rails, and cross slats ¢

connecting opposite side rails, the support m
and limiting connection being equal in length
to thereby retain the head and foot boards in
parallelism when the side rails are in align-
ment, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have mgned.my_
name to this specification in

the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

ANDREW J. MORSE.

Witnesses: - -
FREDERICK L. EMERY,
FRANCES M. NOBLE.
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