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To all whom it may concerr: :
Be it known that I, MANUEL 'S. MELZER, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the
city and county of Philadelphia, State "of
Pennsylvania, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Shoe-Rests, which im-
provement is fully set forth in the following
specifieation and accompanying drawings.
My invention consists of a rest or device
for supporting and exhibiting a shoe &ec., the
same being self-closing and adapted to bead-
justed as to the degree of opening. :
Figure 1 represents a side elevation of a
rest embodying my invention. Fig. 2 repre-
sents a vertical section thereof. Fig. 3 rep-
resents a section of a portion on line x, «, Fig.
2. Fig. 4 represents a vertical section of a
modification. v
Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.
Referring to the drawings: A designates a
sleeve which is adapted to be fitted upon a
rod or other support, shown in dotted lines

‘Fig. 1, and provided with a screw B for ad-

justably connecting said sleeve in position.

C designates a cone which rises from the
sleeve A, and is provided with a set serew D
for vertically adjusting the stem E whiech is
located within said cone.

Mounted on the stem E are the jaws F,
a porfion of each of which above the axis
thereof is provided with a lip G the lipshav-
ing connected with them a spring H, where-
by the jaws are drawn toward each other or
made self-closing. The jaws are preferably
pivoted by a single pin E’ to said stem, the
said pin passing through openings in plates
or ears attached to the said jaws. Depend-
ingfrom theaxial portion of the jaws are heels
J forming finger pieces which encircle the
cone C, and are so disposed as to abut there-
against when the jaws are open. -

The operation is as follows: The pieces J
are pressed toward each other, whereby the
jaws open and the shoe is applied to the lat-
ter, so that the jaws are adapted to engage
with a proper portion of the sole of the same.
The pieces J are then let go, whereby the
jaws firmly grasp and support the shoe, as

will be seen in the figures. - When the shoe
is to be released, the jaws are again sepa-
rated by operation of the pieces J, the effect
of which is evident. In the opening motions
of the jaws the finger pieces J abut against
the cone C, thus limiting said motions.
Should it be desired to increase the extent of
opening of the jaws, the serew D is loosened
and the jaws raised to required extent, after
which the screw is tightened against the
stem E, and the finger pieces are thus re-
tained in their adjusted position relatively to
the inclined face of the cone, it being evident
that owing to the nature of said face, more
or less throw may be imparted to the jawsin
their outward motions, owing to the limit of
the inward motion of the finger pieces, due
to said cone. The lips G are integral with
the jaws, being cut out of a proper portion of
the same, thus avoiding the use of separate
pieces, and providing a strong and inexpen-
sive construction.

It is evident that the ‘device may be ad-
justed on the supporting rod so as to set the
shoe obliquely when so desired.

In Fig. 4,1 showthe jaws formed with clos-
ingspringsintegral withthesame,said springs
being punched out of the heels and project-
ing inwardly from the same and bearing
against the stem E, the result being the same
as that shown in the other figures.

. Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire tosecure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A sleeve with a cone thereon, pivoted
jaws connected with a stem adjustable on
said cone, and heels adapted to abut against
said cone when the jaws are open, said parts
being combined substantially as described.

2. A stem supporting the jaws of a rest,in
combination with a cone in which said stem
is vertically adjustable, the jaws being pro-
vided with heels adapted toabut against said
cone and thereby limit the outward motions
of the jaws, the parts named being combined
substantially as described.

3. A sleeve, a cone thereon and pivoted
jaws having lips and heels, said lips being
connected by a spring, and said heels being
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adapted to abut against said cone when the | said cone, the parts named being combined
jaws are fully opened, said parts being com- | substantially as described.
bined substantially as described. l

4. Self-closing jaws provided with heels, a | ’ MANUEL 8. MELZER.
stem supporting said jaws,a cone adjustably
supporting said jaws and encircled by the fin-
ger pieces thereof, and a sleeve sustaining

Witnesses:
JOHN A, WIEDERSHEIM,
A, P. JENNINGS.




