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To all whom it may concerws

Be it known that I, WirLiam E. TRICE, of
the city of St. Louis,in the State of Missouri,
have invented a certain new and useful Im-
provement in Boots or Shoes, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming part of this specifica-
tion.

My invention relates to an improvement in
boots or shoes whereby the upper’ is per-
mitted to adjust itself to conform to the shape
of the foot; and to this end my invention
consists of features of novelty hLereinafter
fully described and pointed outin the claims.

Figure I is a perspective view, illustrative
of my invention. Fig.II is a similar view,

looking at the under or bottom side of the

inner sole represented in Fig. I. TFig. III is
a transverse section, taken on line ITI--III,

Fig. I. Fig. IV is a perspective view illus-

trating a modification.

Referring to the drawings:—1 represents
the inner sole of a boot or shoe. 2 repre-
sents a portion or section of the outer sole.
3 represents the usual welt, and 4 a portion
of the upper. These parts, (with the excep-
tion of the peculiarity of the inmer sole, to
which my invention relates,) are of the usual
form, and are attached together in the usual
way.

'1)‘rhe inner sole is divided, or formed into
two members, 5, 6, by a longitudinal slit 7
extending from a point at or near the toe, to
a point at or near the instep of the shoe or
boot, as shown in Fig. I. The slit is prefer-
ably made by a scarf cut, as shown in Fig.

; 111, so that the edges of the members 5 and
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6 at the slit will overlap, as shown. Oneedge
of the upper 4, on one side of the shoe, is
secured to the member 5 of the inner sole,
and the other edge of the upper is secured,
on the other side of the shoe, to the member
6 of the inner sole. The result is that the
inner sole is permitted to expand and conform
to the shape of the foot, the inner sole open-
ing at the slit at the points of greatest press-
ure of the foot against the upper, the result

being that while the cost of the boot or shoe
is not materially increased, it is made so as
to conform or adjust itself to the shape of
the foot. ‘ o

8 represents an elastic portion, (rubber be-
ing preferred,) which is attached by its edges
by suitable stitches, cement, or otherwise, to
the under side of the inner sole, (see Figs. II
and III.) The function and action of this
rubber portion are to pull or draw the mem-
bers 5 and 6 of the inner sole together, so
that while the upper is permitted to adjust
itself to the foot, there would be a constant
pressure tending to bring the upper to its
normal position, and cause the upper to con-
form more evenly to the shape of the foot, in
that, where the upper is forced out at one
point by the foot, it will be drawn in at other
points by the elastic portion, for the reason
that one edge of theelastic portion isattached
to the member 5, and the other edge to the
member 6 of the innersole. By practicalex-
perience and demonstration this shoe has
been found to be very desirable. ‘

In Fig. IV I have shown the elastic portion
8 omitted.

T am aware that it has been proposed to
form diamond shaped openings, or incisions
in the inner sole of a boot or shoe, and then
cementing the portion having the inecisions
to other inelastic portions or members, as
shown in the patent of Blum, No.439,377,dated
October 28, 1890; but in such construction
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there is no provision for the opening out and -

closing up of the inner sole, to permit the up-
per to adjust itself to the shape of the foot.

I claim as my invention:—

1. The combination, in a boot or shoe, of
an inner sole, divided longitudinally by a
slit extending from the toe of the boot or shoe
to the instep of the same, and an upper se-
cured at one edge to one member of the di-
vided inner sole, and at the other edge to the
other member of the divided inner sole; sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

2. The combination, in a boot or shoe, of
an inner sole divided longitudinally by a slit
extending substantially from the toe of the
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boot or shoe substantially to the instep of the | member of the divided inner sole; substan-
same, and an elastic portion secured by one | tially as, and for the purpose set forth.
edge to one memberof the divided innersole

and by the other edge to the other member of WILLIAM E. TRICE.
5 the divided inner sole, and an upper secured In presence of—
by one edge to one member of the divided E. 8. KNIGHT,

inner sole, and by the other edge to the other BeNgN, A, KNIGHT.




