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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, ANTHONY ISKE and
ALBERT JSKE, citizens of the United States,
residing at Lancaster, in the county of Lan-
caster and State of Pennsylvania, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Cork-Drivers; and we do hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

.Our invention relates to improvements in
cork drivers in which a reciproeating plunger
operates in eonjunction with a cork-feeding
cylinder; and the objects of our improvements
are, first, to so mount the eork-feeding eylin-"
der that it may be instantly adjusted to op-

" erate on different sized bottles; second, to so

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

construet the mountings of the plunger that
it may readily bethrown away from the mouth
of the cork-feeding eylinder and thus allow
the unobstructed insertion of the cork; third,
to so form the bottle support that it will
correct any. unevenness of alignment of the
bottle mouth with the cork-feeding cylinder
caused by obstructions on the bottom of the
bottle. 'We accomplish these objects by the
mechanism illustrated in the accompanying
drawings in which—

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of
the devices embodying our invention, the
plunger being thrown to one side toallow the
insertion of a cork in thecylinder; Fig. 2 rep-
resents a perspective view of one of the sec-
tions of the cork-feeding cylinder and the
leather washer the latter being removed from
its seat; Fig. 3 represents a perspective view
of the plunger its rubberbuffer, screw thread-
ed washer and knob, the latter being removed
and Fig. 4 represents a perspective view of
the base the bottle support being partly re-
moved from its socket. Fig. 5 represents a
detail view of a part of the cylinder, broken
away and the devices for attaching it to the
support or guide rod. .

On a base A is mounted a guide rod sup-
port B, preferably squared, upon which the-
cork-feeding cylinder C moves, the said eyl-
inder engaging said rod by means of its op-
positely facing grooved lugs ¢ ¢’ which are

connected to said cylinder by arm ¢* ¢
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These lugs ¢ ¢’ are limited in their downward
movement on rod B by means of the rubber
buffer b which can be adjusted to any desir-
able height according to the size of the bot-
tles which are being corked. : ‘

The cork-feeding cylinder Cis composed of
two sections C” C? secured together by means
of screws d engaging corresponding screw-
threaded lugs d’ on said sections which form

as a whole a funnel-shaped cylinder its-larger -

end being uppermost and provided with a rim
e while its lower end is so flared as to form a
bell shaped cavity E into which a leather or
robber washer fis placed and so held by a
rim f’. The rim ¢ is provided with two sets
of lugs g and & the latter supporting the pivot
of the plunger gnide D which when closed
also engages the lugs ¢ and is thereby held
firmly in position. This plunger guide D is
composed of any suitable ornamental casting
having an upper and lower armature through
which the plunger rod H may pass and be
guided into the mouth of the cork-feeding
cylinder. The plunger rod H is provided at
its lower end with a head ¢ of such diameter
that it can readily pass through the whole of
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the cork-feeding cylinder and at its upper-

end it is serew threaded to engage a milled
washer & and a handle I, said washer holding
& rubber buffer &’ at any desired position on
this end of the plunger according to the depth
it is desired to drive the cork. The arm c¢?
engages the top of e¢ylinder C by means, of a
Ing ¢® with which it is provided, entering an
aperture ¢* in rim ¢ while arm ¢® is serewed
to a-lug j on said cylinder,

In base A directly under cylinder C is a
hemispherical recess ¢ in which a block o’ of
similar shape is secured at its apex to the low-
est point of said recess by a single screw thus
allowing it to rock in all directions.

The rod B passes through base A and is
secured by a thumb screw on the under side.

When it is desired to cork a bottle the same
is placed on block o', the cork-feeding eylin-
der is raised and then lowered so that the
mouth of the Dbottle enters the bell shaped
cavity K and rests against the leather or rub-

ber washer f, - The plunger guide is thrown

back out of the way and a cork inserted in
the feed cylinder, the buffer on the plunger
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rod is adjusted to the desired depth and the
plunger guide is then thrown back into its
former position. Now as the plunger rod is
depressed the cork is forced down into the
cylinder and gradually compressed because
of the funnel shape of the latter until it

reaches the bottom of the eylinder when it-

readily enters the mouth of the bottle because
of its decreased diameter but almost immedi-
ately it assumes its normal size and com-
pletely fills the mouth of the bottle. The
block o’ has during this operation kept the
bottle in true alignment with the feed cylin-
der and at the same time has given it a firm
foundation even though it were slightly out
of a vertical line which would otherwise cause
it to rest upon one edge only with the almost
certain result of breaking or cracking the
bottle.

By constructing the feed cylinder in two
sections it is much cheaper to manufacture
and at the same time it allows a ready means
of changing or replacing the washer f.

Having thus described our invention what
we claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is:

1. In acork-driver the combination of a base
having a coneave recess o with a block o’ hav-
ing a flat top but convex underneath tofitthe
said recess, a fixed guide rod or support and
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cork driving devices which are attached there-
to, the said “devices being arranged to supply
corks to a bottle which s‘rands on the flat top
of the said block and kept in alignment with
the feed supplying device by the movability
of the said block in the sald reecess substan-
tially as set forth.

2. In a cork-driver the combination of a
rocking base with cork driving devices for a
bottle standm@ thereon and a support forthe
said cork dnvnw devices, thesaid base being
constructed With hemlspheucal surfaces ﬁt-
ting together and operating after the manner
of a ball and socket joint substantially as set
forth

In a cork driver the eombmatlon with a
base proper of an auxiliary rocking base, a
cylinder support a funnel shaped cyhnder ad-
justable on said support areciprocating plun-
ger and a guide hinged to said cylinder and
an adj ustable buffe_r on said plunger substan-
tially as set forth.

In testimony whereof we affix oursignatures
in presence of two witnesses.

ANTHONY ISKE.
ALBERT ISKE.
Witnesses:
REUBEN IIERSHEY,
ANDREW CALDWELL.
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