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To all whom it may COnCern:;

Be it known that I, ALBERT E. MCCLURE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Se-
dalia, in the county of Pettis and State of
Missouri, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Buckles; and I dohereby

_ declare that the following is a full, clear, and
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exact description of theinvention, which will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to that class of
bucklesin which tongues, teeth or the likefor
entering or engaging the fabrie secured are
dispensed with, and the object of my inven-
tion is to provide a simple and improved
bueckle of this character in which the fabric
or material will be securely bound without
injury or damage, which can be readily and
conveniently operated, and which will possess
advantagesin point of inexpensivenessin con-
struction, durability, and general efficiency.

Tothisend, my invention consists of certain
improvements in the construction, arrange-
ment and operation of parts; substantially as
hereinafter fully described and particularly
pointed out in the claim.

In the drawings—Figure 1is a perspective
view of a buckle, embodying my invention,
and illustrating its application. Fig. 21is a
longitudinal sectional view thereof. Fig.3 is
a detail perspective view of the buckle de-
tached. Fig.4isalongitudinalsectional view
illustrating a modification in the coupling for
the two links. Fig. 5is a similar view of an-

other modification showing the links coupled

by a loop upon the band or strap. Fig. 6 is
a similar view of another modification show-
ing the adaptation of the buckle for use as a
suspender buckle. Fig. 7.is a similar view
which illustrates a modification in the shape
of one of the links to adapt the buckle as a
fastener for the ends of shoe strings or other
cords or ropes. Fig, 81is a plan view thereof.
Fig. 9 is a longitudinal sectional view of a
double form of buckle. Fig. 10 is a trans-
verse sectional view on the line o—u, Fig. 9.
Corresponding parts in the figures are de-
noted by the same letters of reference.. -
Referring to the drawings, A designates the
buckle, which comprises two links, a top link,
B, and a bottom link, C, which are of an end-

less—or continuous—form and of any desired

general configuration or contour. Theselinks

are preferably of approximately correspond-
ing form and may be constructed of wire and
with the ends permanentlysecured together—
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or left nnsecured—, or they may be struck -

from sheet-metal or formed from any suitable
material. The links are pivotally connected

together at one end. This maybe done by a
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sleeve, D, incloging the end members of the -

links orrings and of a sufficient size to per-
mit independent longitudinal play of the re-
spective links. . ,
Coupled to the sleeve D is shown an attach-
ing link, E, to which may be secured the end
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of the strap or other article by which the

buckle is to be-carried. If preferred, how-
ever, the link E may De omitted, and the
buckle suspended by the sleeve D.

My improved buckle thus comprises essen-
tially two rings or links: an under-smaller
one, C, and a larger upper. one, B, the latter
having a cross-bar, b, located at a point be-
tween its ends and dividing the link into two
half-portions. This cross-bar b operates in
conjunction with the outer end, ¢, of the un-
der link C; and the outer end or half-portion,
B’, of the upper link B projects beyond the

point where the end, ¢, of the under link and.
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the cross-bar b come together. This outer

projecting half-portion B” of the upper link B
forms a free end by which the upper link may
be readily raised to separate the bar b from
juncture with the outer end ¢ of the under
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link, to enable the adjustment of the strap or

cord. The links or rings C and B are of ap-

proximately corresponding shape, and the’
smaller under link C and the inner half por- .

tion of the larger npper link B are preferably
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flat in shape and approximately parallel as-

shown in the drawings. :

The manner of using and the operation of |

the buckle are as follows: It being assumed
that the buckle is secured at the coupled ends
of the links, the free end of the strap or band,
S, is passed from the under side up through
the respective links C and B, then down over
the dividing cross-bar b of the link B, and
finally again through the link C from its up-
per side.  'When thus attachied, it will be ob-
vious that draft upon the body of the strap
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or band has a tendency to draw the front bar
of the link C over the corresponding portion
of the link B, and thus tightly bind the free
end of the strap within the buckle. (See Fig.
2 of the drawings.) To tighten the strap or
band, the free end of the latter is grasped
and drawn upon, the relative working of the
links permitting the feed of the strap or
band. When it is desired to loosen the strap
or band or detach the same from the buckle,
the link B is elevated by means of the outer
loop or portion B’, such movement releasing
the grip upon the strap or band, and permit-
ting the latter to be drawn from the buckle,
or the buckle from engagement with the strap
or band.

The foregoing construction of buckle is
adaptable to various uses, but to impart to the
inventionagreater field, various modifications
or additions may be made without departing
from the spirit and scope of my invention. I
therefore reserve the right to all such changes
as properly fall within the spirit and scope of
my improvements and the terms of my claim.

In the accompanying drawings, I haveillus-
trated some of the modifications to which my
invention is susceptible, and which I willnow
proceed to describe.

In Fig. 4 is shown a buckle of the same gen-
eral structure as above described. In lien,
however, of the sleeve D, a loop, F, is em-
ployed for coupling the links together. In
this instance the loop is passed around the
adjoining ends of the links, and the free ends
of the loop secured together by eyelets, rivets,
or in any other suitable manner. Again, all
separate couplings may be dispensed with,
ang the links coupled by forming a loop, G,
in the end of a strap or band, as shown in
Fig. 5. .

When the buckle is employed as a sus-
pender buckle, the sleeve D may be provided
with a depending hook. The latter may be

constructed of wire, as shown in Fig. 6, 1in

which event the hook, I is formed at the cen-
ter of the wire and the ends of the latter bent
to form loops, h h, by means of which the
links are coupled together.

For use as a fastener for shoe-strings or
other cord, rope and the like, the dividing
cross-bar of the link B is formed in a curved
shape to provide a recess, (see Fig. 1) I, as
shown in Figs. 7 and 8, the rear ends of both
links being coupled together in the desired
manner. _

In all of the foregoing constructions, a sin-
gle buckle is described and shown, but it will
be obvious, that the invention may be ar-
ranged as a double buckle. In Figs.9and10
I have illustrated such a form. For such a
use, the links B and Cin lieu of being coupled
at one end, are coupled at one or both sides.
This may be accomplished by a cross-piece, J,
provided at its ends with eyes, j j, encireling
the respective side members of the links, or
by a ring or rings correspondingly encireling
one or both sides of the links.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

As an improved article of manufacture, a
buckle comprising an under link or ring mem-
ber, C, and an upper link or ring member, B,
having a ceross-bar, b, and a portion projecting
beyond said cross-bar and forming a free lift-
ing end, the said members B and C being piv-
otally connected so that the cross-bar of the
outer member B comes adjacent to the outer
end of the inner member C and operates in
conjunction therewith; substantially as set
forth. v

In testimony whereof T affix my signaturein
presence of witnesses,. -

ALBERT E. McCLURE.

Witnesses:

Wu. J. LITTELL,
H. B. WRIGHT,
A. J. WARREN.
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