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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, Josgra H. LAPHAM
and OWEN T. LAPHAM, citizens of the United
States, residing at Cleveland, in the county of
Cuyahoga and State of Ohio, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Washboards; and we do hereby declare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, which will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same.

Our invention relates to improvements in
wash-boards, and one of the objects of the in-

vention is tofurnish a wash-board with a back -

support which gives protection and backing
to the rubbing board or plate over its entire
back surface between the sides of the frame,
and at the same time is so constructed that it
affords free drainage for the water that accu-
mulates between the front and back boards
during use, thus enabling the board to dry out
in this otherwise close space and preventing
rotting of the parts and the accumulation of
foul matter in the said space.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a back board which is so constructed
that it will accommodate itself within its nor-
mal space to all the swell or expansion inci-
dent to its being filled with water, and which
may expand or contract without in any way
affecting the frame,.

In the accompanying drawings Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a wash-board contain-
ing ourimproved back board, and having the
front standard of the frame partly broken
away and the cross piece cut off in section
flush with the said back board so as to show
that the said back board fits closely between
the side pieces and does not extend into them
as does the rubbing plate. Fig. 2 is a per-
spective view of the improved back board
alone and detached from the balanee of the
board. Fig. 3 is a cross section of the board
on line z, o, Fig. 1, the object of the view be-
ing especially to show the relation of the back
board to the sides of the frame.

Arepresents theside bars of the wash-board
frame, and B the cross pieces of the frame.

C1is the corrugated or ribbed rubbing plate,
and D the back board. This back board, it
will be observed, has several peculiar and
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ment. In the first place, the board is set in
the frame longitudinally instead of trans-
versely, as is customary, and this enables the
longitudinal slots d and d’ to be formed there-
in in the mannersubstantially as shown with-
out materially weakening the board. These
slots it will be observed, run with the fiber of
the wood, and, entering the board at its ends,
extend inward past the center so that they
overlap eachother. Bythusoverlapping, the
expansion ineident to its becoming saturated
during washing is absorbed ortaken up in the
slots and does not communiecate itself to the
sides of the frame. The said board covers
closely the entire back of the wash-board be-
tween the side pieces A and isheld at its ends
in the cross pieces B as shown in Fig. 1.
Hence if it were not for the overlapping slots
d, d’ which render the back board easily com-

pressible, the swell would come against the

side pieces and spring them apart. These
slots further more serve the purpose of drain-
ing dry the space between the back and front
boardsimmediately on taking the wash-board
out of the tub. The front board or rubbing
plate C rests flatly against the back board,
and its corrugations unavoidably fill with wa-
ter during washing. If no means were pro-
vided for draining the water out it would be
slow in escaping and soon soften and rot the
wood. But by using a board with vertically
arranged slots all the corrugations have sev-

eral outlets traversing them at different points-

and therefore the board is not removed from
the water before almost complete drainage oc-
curs. These slots also admit air to dry the
wet surfaces, and in consequence the board is
protected from decay. The said slots, how-
ever, leave a thoroughly firm backing for the
rubbing plate, and in this respect the slotted
board answers every purpose practically as
well as an uncut board would do.

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters-Patent, is:

1. A wash-board composed of a frame hav-
ing cross-pieces and a rubbing plate of usual
or approved construction, and a back secured
in the said cross-pieces by its ends and hav-
ing its sides free, and slotted in the direction

“of the length of the wash-board,substantially
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2. In a wash-board a frame having cross-
pieces and a rubbing plate combined with a
wooden back secured in said frame solely by
engagement of its ends with the cross-pieces
and slotted in the direction of its grain, sub-
stantially as described.

3. In a wash-board, the frame, its cross-

pieces and corrugated rubbing plate, com-.

bined with a back board fitted between the
sides of the frame without connection there-
with and secured by its ends tothe cross-pieces
and provided with series of parallel slots run-
ning crosswise with relation to the corruga-
tions of the rubbing plate, substantially as
deseribed.
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4. Inawash-board,theframe,itsside-pieces
andconnecting cross-pieces andrubbing plate,
combined with a back-board fitted freely be-
tween the side-pieces and having its ends se-
cured in the cross-pieces and provided with
slots extending from opposite ends past the
center of the board, substantially as described.

Witness our hands to the foregoing speecifi-
cation.

JOSEPH H. LAPHAM.
OWEN T:. LAPHAM.

Witnesses:
H. T. FISHER,
NEeLLIE L. MCLANE,
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