(No Model)

J. F. LUSCOMB.
MUSICAL INSTRUMENT,
No. 491,183, Patented Feb. 7, 1893,
Z‘-’/f- -z
_ L & o ¢
- It
a |
GQ
A
_H'___
%7 L
P
N

y ' , Inventor

%@% . Zé?&zz}@%”@g‘
G i RS gt
G oot Wﬂgﬁ%‘f




10

05

20

30

40

45

50

UNITED STATES
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 491,183, dated February 7, 1893.
Application filed Angust 18, 1892, Serial No, 443,438, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JouN F. LU%OOMB a
citizen of the United States residing at Mar <~h-
field, in the county of Plymouth aud State of
Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Musical Instra-
ments; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description
of the same, reference being had to the an-
nexed drawings, making a part of this speei-
fication,and to theletters of reference marked
thereon.

The present invention has relation to that

‘¢lass of musical instruments wherein is em-

ployed a head of ecalf, sheep or other skin or
parchmentsuchasbanjos,tambourines,drums
and the like.

Previous to the present invention it was
customary to strain this membraneous head
by suitable devices after the skin had been
passed around a wire-ring, the ring hereto-
fore in use being a common round wire with
a smooth surface. This membraneous head
previous to its being attached is required to
be wet or moistened in order to render it
pliable so that it may be properly worked
and consequently when passed around the
wire ring it will slip and the head is never
tight, and the more one tries to tighten it the
more it will slip on the wire.

It is the object of the invention to obviate
this difficulty which I attain by providing a
wire ring having what I term a * gripping
surface” that will take hold of the skin and
effectually prevent it from slipping thereon,

as will be hereinafter described and subse--

quently pointed out in the claims.
Figure 1 of the drawings represents a sec-

‘tional elevation of a portion of a head of a

banjo showing the means employed for tight-
ening the membraneous head thereof. Fig.
2 a perspective view on an enlarged scale of
a portion of the wire ring which constitutes
the invention and around which the mem-
braneous head is passed. Ifig. 3 a cross sec-
tion thereof.

In the accompanying drawings I have
shown a banjo as one of the musieal instru-
ments to which my invention is applicable,
although it may be applied to and used sue-

cessfully to all such instruments having a
membraneous head that requires to be tight-
ened.

The several partsof the banjo whichI have
illustrated consists of the hoop A, the hoop-
section B, the band C, the hooked-rod D,
which passes through the usual bracket E,and
the nut F engaging with the serew threaded
end of the rod which forms a means of tight-
ening the membraneous head G by forcing
down the band C against the wire-ring 1L

Theseveral parts above referred towith the
exception of the particular form of the wire-
ring, are old and well known, and therefore
noclaim is made thereto, but simply shown to
better illustrate the invention.

The wire-ring H instead of having a plain
smooth surface, has a “gripping surface ” or
in other words a surface that will effectually
preventthe slipping of the skin or membrane-
ous head thereon. To attain this end the
wire isformed withlongitudinal corrugations
so that the skin when wet will adhere to the
grooves and render slipping impossible.

It should be noticed that the corrugations
extend in cross section entirely around the
circumference or exterior surface of the wire
ring, as shown in Fig. 3, thus enabling the
skin when passed down, under, and around
the wire, to embed itself in the grooves of
the corrugations and firmly hold the mem-
braneous head from slipping without the ne-
cessity of the employment of tacks.

It will be further noticed that the skin of
the membraneous head passes under and
against the corrugated surface of the wire
and consequently the corrugations should ex-
tend around the entire surface of the wire,
and in thisparticularit differs from all other
rings of this character and provides a simple
and eifective means for securely holding the
membraneous head from slipping.

Having now fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent. is:—

1. In a musical instrument, the combina-
tion with the membraneous head thereof, of
a wire-ring around which the head passes,
said wire having longitudinal grooves or cor-
rugations around its entire surface to pre-
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vent thehead from slipping thereon, substan-
tially as and for the purpose specified.

2. A banjo provided with suitable means

for tightening the membraneous head there-

5 of, and a wire ring around whieh the head

passes, said wire having longitudinal grooves

or corrugations around its entire surface,

substantially asand forthe purpose described.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence ro
of two witnesses.

JOHN F. LUSCOMB.

Witnesses:
JosEPH P. SILSBY,
Gro. H. RovcCE.




