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UNITED STATES

Patent OFFICE,

CHARLES BRUFF HALSEY, OF NEW YORK, N. Y., ASSIGNOR, BY MESNE
ASSIGNMENTS, TO EFFIE A. HALSEY, OF SAME PLACE.

CHAIR.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 491,724, dated February 14, 1893.
Application filed March 15,1892, Serial No. 424,953, (No modoL) :

To all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that I, CHARLES BRUFF HAL-
SEY, a citizen of the United States, residing at
New York, in the county of New York and
State of New York, haveinvented certain new
and useful Improvements in Chairs; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertaing to make and use the same.

My invention relates that class of baby
chairs in which a small shelf or table is de-
tachably fastened to the arms so that it will
be in front of the child when in position and
also serve to keep him from falling out, but
may be conveniently removed altogether,
when putting the childin the chair or taking
him ont, or when the chair is to be shoved up
against a table. In a conveniently arranged
chair of this kind, there must be no sharp pro-
jecting corners to scratch the hand or catch
the dress, the table must be capable of re-
moval and replacecment with one hand, the
other being necessarily employed in holding
the child, but at the same time there should be
an automatic catch or locking device of suffi-
cient power to hold the shelf in place against
any effort of the child to remove it. Toac-
complish these various results,IT haveinvented
the form of chair illustrated in the attached
two sheets of drawings in which:

Figure1is a side elevation of the chair and
shelf with portions broken away in section.
Fig. 2 is a plan view of the shelf and a por-
tion of the chair arms. Tfig. 8 is aside eleva-
tion of the same with parts broken away to
show the automatie spring catch. TFig.4is a
back end elevation of the sheif. Fig. 5 is a
plan view of a chair back having a curved
arm connected thereto and a slot cut in said
arm. Fig. 6 is a cross section on line 6—6 of
Figs. 1, 2, and 3.

Throughout the drawings the same refer-
ence figure is attached to the same part.

1 is a chair having the arms, 2, and the
back, 3. The shelf or table, 4, is detachably
hinged to the arms 2, by means of its exten-
sions, 5. 'The stop 6, either in the form of a
projection on the side arm, as in Fig. 1, or on
the end thereof as in Fig. 3, serves to keep the
shelf, 4, from falling below the horizontal line.

Phe detachable hinges connecting shelf ex-
tensions, 5, to arms 2, may be variously ar-
ranged. The preferred form is that illus-
trated in I'igs. 1,2 and 3. Thearm is bored out
longitudinally at,15.- The slot, 16,is parallel
with this bored out portion and opens intoit,
(see Fig. 6.) The opening 17, of said bored
out portion is toward the back of the chair.
When the arm is straight, as in Figs. 1 and
2, the opening, 17, must be upward. When
the arm is bent, as in Fig. 5, the opening 17,
is a mere extension of the bored out portion,
15. In the extensions 5,0f the shelf are pins,
18, which go down into the bored out portion,
15, and complete the hinge connection. These
pins have large, round heads 16* as shown in
Fig.2.in the preferred form of my invention,
though a straight pin would serve in a cheap
chair.

The automatic spring catch consists of the
conicallyheaded catch,7,backed by thespring,
8, set in the ends of the chair arms, and so lo-
cated that when the shelf is arrested by the
stops, 6, the catch will enter the depressions
10 formed in the scutcheons, 11,setin the in-
neredge of theshelf 4. Otherformsof spring
catches that would yield to sufficient force,
might be used, but the above form is pre-
ferred.

The operation of my invention isas follows:
The shelf is held so that pins 18, will enter
opening, 17. 'The shelf is then drawn forward
until the pins abut against the forward end
of the bored out portion 15. The shelf is
then dropped till it rests on stops, 6, and the
spring eatch then slips into depressions, 10,
and the shelf is locked in place securely so
far as any effort of the child is concerned.
But an adunlt can remove the shelf with one
hand by lifting it, with force sufficient to over-
power the spring catch, and then foreing it
back until the pins, 18, come out of the open-
ings, 17, if the construction shown in Fig. 5
is employed. In that shown in Figs.1and?2,
the pins must be lifted out of their recess.

The advantages of my invention are that
the spring catch is antomatic both in placing
and removing the ghelf, the shelf and chair
present no sharp corners for the child to
seratch hishands upen, and in the formshown
there are no projections either when the shelf
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is removed or is in position, on which the
clothing or a dusting cloth could catch.

Having, therefore, described my invention
what I claim as new and desire to protect by
Letters Patent, is:

1. The combination of the shelf, and the
chair whose arms are longitudinally bored out
and provided with slots parallel with -and
opening into said bored out portions, said
slots and bored out portions opening toward
the back of the chair, together with the ex-
tensions attached to the shelf and provided
with large headed pins which pass through
said slots and fit into said bored out portions
of the arms, and the stops which limit the
downward motion of the shelf, substantially
as described.

2. The combination of the echair whose arms
have slots cut in the outside, said-slots open-

zo ing toward the back of the chair, the shelf

provided with extensions embracing said
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chairarms and ping on the inner side of said
extensions which fit into said slots, together
with the stops which limit the downward mo-
tion of the shelf, substantially as desribed.

3. Thecombination of the chair whose arms
have slots cut in the outside, said slots open-
ing-toward the back of the chair, the shelf
provided with extensions embracing said
chair arms and pins on the inner side of said
extensions which fit into said slots, together
with the stops which limit the downward mo-
tion of the shelf, and the automatic spring
cateh between said arms and shelf, substan-
tially as described. - -~ '

Intestimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES BRUFF HALSEY.

Witnesses:
WARREN W. FOSTER,
A, P. SMITH.
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