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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, BENJAMIN PAUL BLOOD,
acitizen of the United States, residing at Am-
sterdam, in the county of Montgomery and
State of New York, haveinvented certain new
and useful Improvementsin Sidesaddles; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact desecription thereof, such as
will enable others skilled in the same line of
invention to make and use the same.

My invention relates, generally, to side-
saddles for horseback riding hy ladies and,
particularly, to improvements.in that class
thereof in which metallic or other rigid hang-
ers are employed for supporting the stirrups
and providing against the disadvantages in-
cident tothe upward and outward movements
of the left legs of the riders, and in which
leap-horns are provided for preventing undue
upward movement of the left knees of the
riders; and my invention consists in the pe-
culiarities of construction and arrangement
of theparts and features hereinafter fully dis-
closed in the description, elaims and drawing.

The objects of my invention are, first, to
provide any ordinary or suitable side-saddle,
having the usual horn  for supporting the

‘thigh of the right leg of the rider and, if de-

sired, a leap-horn for resisting the upward
movement of the left knee of the rider, with
a laterally and rearwardly projecting and
scroll-shaped or curved brace for prevent-
ing any upward or outward movement of
the right leg below the knee and for assist-
ing in securing a more agreeable and safe
seat for the rider than usual; second, to pro-
vide a novel and improved form of construec-
tion of stirrup-hanger and its belongings for
securing proper leverage for the left ieg of
the rider and preventing undue or disadvan-
tageous rise and descent of the left foot, and,

third, to provide other novel and'improved:

devices or features which will be accessorial
to the attainment of these ends or results.
These objects are accomplished by the im-
proved construction and arrangement of the
parts and features illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings forming part of this speci-
fication, in which the same reference num-
erals are used for indicating the same parts
and features, and in whieh

Figure 1 represents a side, partly-perspec-
tive view of a side-saddle provided with my
improvements and, Fig. 2, a smaller, similar
view thereof, showing the position assumed
by a lady when riding thereon.

. In the accompanying drawings the numeral
1 indicates a side-saddle of any ordinary or
suitable construction, which is provided with
the main-horn 2 and, also, with the leap-horn
3, which is employed for preventing undue
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upward movement of the left knee of the-

rider. These horns are upholsteredor padded
in any suitable or desired manner.

To the upper front part of the left skirt of
the saddle and below and in front of the
main-horn 2, the laterally and rearwardly
projecting and scroll-shaped or curved brace
4 is secured by flanges and rivets or other
suitable means, This brace is made of sheet-
metal, of suitable width, and is employed for
furnishing upward and outward resistance
to the movement of the right leg of the rider
below the knee. The left skirt of the sad-
dle which supports this brace may be stayed
or .strengthened on its inner surface by a
metallic lining, in case the leather of said
skirt is not of proper thickness or strength;
also, the inner or rear surface of this brace
may be either padded, in any suitable man-
ner, or formed into a plain, sheet-metalseroll
having outwardly-rounded edges and made
to conform to the lower portion of the leg,
but not to incase the same so closely as to in-
erfere with its ready or easy disengagemont
in case of desire or necessity. The construc-
tion and arrangement of this brace not only
adapt it to resist any straightening tendency
or action of the right leg, when in riding po-
sition, but prevent lateral movement thereof
and, also, the swaying of the person or body
of the rider to the right, whereby all dis-
agreeable or fatiguing pressure is avoided
and the rideris seated as firmly as if she were
riding astride of the animal; also that fur-
ther advantages are incident to this appli-
ance or brace will appear from the fact that
it not only secures a firm and safe seat for
the rider,but that it lightens and lessens the
jolt of her person upon the seat of thesaddle,
especially when assisted by the leverage
caused by the passage of the right leg around
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the main-horn 2, and permits and prompts
her to assume an erect and graceful carriage
when riding.

The foregoing advantages or results are
largely contributed to by providing the same
kind of hearing or leverage for the left leg of
the rider, which is effected by the peculiari-
ties of construction and arrangement of the
parts and features of the hanger 5 and the
stirrup 6, the former being rigid and prefer-
ably made of spring-steel is pierced and piv-
oted at its apper end and bifurcated at its
lower end, its prongs or branches 7 constitut-
ing the limbs or sides of the stirrup, proper,
and, in connection with the eross-holtorpivot
8, which passes through the lowerends there-
of, forming a firm or strong support for the
slipper 9 of said stirrup and, also, allowing it
a limited rocking motion.

The rear edge of the hanger 5 is provided
with the outwardly and forwardly curved sup-
port or socket 10, which is fitted or adapted
for receiving and supporting the upper por-
tion of the calf of the left leg of the rider and
soarranged uponsaid hangerthatthestraight-
ening of the leg will simultaneously cause it
to bear against said curved support orsocket
and foree the front portion of the foot for-
wardly and into the slipper 9 of the stirrup,
thus produeing a bearing or leverage which
will contribute to the prevention of all un-
comfortable or fatiguing pressure upon the
seat of the saddle and resist all upward and
downward movement of the foot of the rider.
The hanger and its curved support or socket
may be painted the color of or covered with
leather, and said socket may be lightly pad-
ded, if desired.

Having thus fully deseribed the construoe-
tion and arrangement of the parts and fea-
tures of my invention, its advantages and op-
eration, what I claim as new is—

1. A side-saddle for horseback riding pro-
vided with a main-horn and, also, with a lat-
erally and rearwardly projecting and curved
brace, which is secured at a point in front of
said main-horn and to the upper front part of
the left skirt of said saddle for furnishing up-
ward and outward resistanee to the movement
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of the right leg of the rider below the knee,
substantially as described.

2. A side-saddle for horseback riding pro-
vided with a main-horn, with a leap-horn, for
preventing undue upward movement of the
left knee of the rider and, also, with a later-
ally and rearwardly projecting and curved
brace, which is secured at a point in front of
said main and leap horns and to the upper
front part of the left skirt of said saddle for
furnishing upward and outward resistance to
the movement of the right leg of therider be-
low the knee, substantially as desecribed.

3. A side-saddle for horseback riding pro-
vided with a rigid stirrup-hanger having an
outwardly and forwardly curved support or
socket projecting from its rear.edge for re-
ceiving and supporting the upper portion of
the calf of the left leg of the rider, substan-
tially as desecribed.

4. A side-saddle for horseback riding pro-
vided with a rigid stirrup-hanger having a
bifurcated lower erd forming part of the stir-
rup and slipper,which are pivoted thereto,and
with an ontwardly and forwardly eurved sup-
port or socket projecting from its rear edge
for receiving and supporting the upper por-
tion of the calf of theleft leg of the rider,sub-
stantially as described.

5. A side-saddle for horseback riding pro-
vided with a main-horn, with a leap-horn, for
preventing undue upward movement of the
leftkneeof the rider,with alaterally and rear-
wardly projecting and curved brace,which is
secured to the upper front part of the left
skirt of said saddle for furnishing upward
and outward resistance to the movement of
the right leg of the rider below the knee,
and with a rigid stirrup-hanger having an
outwardly and forwardly curved support or
socket projecting from its rear edge for re-
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ceiving and supporting the upper portion of .

the calf of the left leg of the rider, substan-
tially as deseribed.

BENJ. PAUL BLOOD.
Withesses: ‘
G. A. WHITE,
H. W, IIgLME,




