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To all whom it may concern.:

Beitknown that I, GEORGE W. RAMSBURG,
a citizen of the United States, residingat Van
Clevesville,in the county of BerkeleyandState
of West Virginia, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Flood-Fences;
and I do declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact deseription of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, and to the letters of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification.

My invention has reference to improve-
ments in fences and consists generally in a
fence adapted for use in connection with Iands
which are periodically overflowed by the wa-
ter from swollen rivers or streams, or from
heavy rains, said fence being formed in see-
tions and secured to a line of posts in such a
manner as that the overflow will operate par-
tially to disengage the sections and permit
them to rest on the ground in a line coinci-
dent with the drift, the object being to pre-
vent the fence from being carried away in the
event of such overflow,and to permit the utili-
zation of much river and bottom lands now
lying waste by reason of the great expense at-
tending the rebuilding of destroyed fences.

The construction, relative arrangement and
operation of theseveral partsconstituting my

invention will now be deseribed, reference be--

ing had to the accompanying drawings form-
ing a part of this specification, in which

Figure 1 represents in elevation a portion
of a fence embodying my invention; Fig. 2
a plan view and Fig. 3 is-a view from above
and showing the parts in the positions they
assume during an overflow,

A A A represent posts which are firmly set
in the ground at suitable distances apart, and
to which the sections are connected. Rach
of said sections comprises two stiles b b’ con-
nected by wire or other rails ¢ the former be-
ing preferable. Thesestiles when in position
overlap the stiles of the adjacent sections a
sufficient distance to permit the interposition
of thelocking hooks presently to be deseribed.
On the lower end of the stile 0’ is an eye d
which is permanently connected by one or
more links e to a staple fsecured in the lower

aged or carried away.

end of the post A,  The stile  is unattached
and is free to swing outward in the manner
of a gate, the hinge being at the point of con-
nection of the stile b’ with the stile A.

g g denote revoluble hooks which are se-
cured in the upper and lower ends of each
post A in such a manneras to permitthe ready
turning thereof a small handle ¢’ being em-
ployed for this purpose. The hooks operate
to hold the sections in proper relation to the
posts A, when turned as.shown in Fig. 1. In
the event however of an expected overflow
the hooks are turned in the direction indi-
cated by the arrows, and the sections are left
unlocked except at the point of connection of
the post b’ with the post A, and are readily
susceptible to the pressure of the flow of wa-
ter and drift wood, which operates to discon-
nect the sections and force them to assume
the shape shown in Fig. 2. The fence thus
presents little or no obstacle to the water and
hence there is no liability of its being dam-
When the water sub-
sides the sections are raised and placed in po-
sition and locked by the hooks as in the first
instance. It will readily be seen that anyone
or more of these sections may be utilized as
a gate which may be operated by hand in a
manner similar to that above deseribed, and
hence the employment of a specially con-
structed gate is unnecessary. T prefer to at-
tach the rails when wire is employed, in such
a manner as that the strands may be tight-
ened atany time, and the fence kept in a good
solid condition.. This may be done in any
suitable way, but I prefer to employ in con-
nection with one of the stiles, eyes h which
have threaded shanks extending through and
beyond the outer side of the stile, and which
are held therein by nuts#’. By turning these
nuts the wires may be tightened toany desir-
able extent.

I claim—

1. A flood fence comprising in combination,
a line of posts, independent fence sections
formed of stiles and loosely connectel rails,
flexible econnections between the lower end of
one of the stiles and the lower end of its ad-
jacent post, and hooks on the posts for tem-
porarily secaring the sections in place, sub-
stantially as deseribed and operating in the
manner set forth.
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2. A flood fence comprising in combination,
a line of posts, independent fence .sections
formed.of stiles having eyesthereon,andrails
loosely connected with said eyes, flexible con-
nections between the lower end of one of the
stiles and the lower end of the adjacent post,

and revoluble hooks on the posts having han-:

dles thereon, and operating to temporarily se-
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cure the sectionsin place, substantially as de-
seribed and-operatingin the mannerset forth. 1o
Intestimony whereof I affix my sigrature in
presence of two witnesses.
GEORGE W. RAMSBURG.
Witnesses:.
J. M. BILLMEYER,
J. W. DECK




