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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE,

ARIE C. WIERENGA, OF ZEELAND, MICHIGAN. '

ATTACHMENT FOR BEDS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 492,249, dated February 21, 1893,
Application filed October 24, 1892, Serial No, 449,859, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ARIE C. WIERENGA, of
Zeeland, in the county of Ottawa and State of
Michigan, have invented anew and useful At-
tachment for Beds, of which the following is
a full, clear, and exact description.

This invention relates toa novel adjustable
attachment for a bedstead, that will afford a
safe-guard to prevent children from falling
out of an ordinary bed that is provided with
the improvement; the device being adapted
for a speedy change of position to adjust it
for service or remove it from a vertical posi-
tion at the side of the bed.

The invention consists in the construction
of parts, and their combination together and
with a bedstead, as is hereinafter described
and claimed.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings forming a part of thisspecification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a plan view of a bedstead hav-
ing the improvement attached to it and ad-
justed to remove it from the side of the bed;
Fig. 2 is a view in cross section of a bed-
stead and the improvemert, showing the lat-
ter adjusted foruse by full lines, and removed
from the bed-side by dotted lines; Fig. 3isa
longitudinal sectional view broken, of a bed-
side rail, a bed bottom slat, and part of the
improvement on the latter, taken on the line
3—38inFig.1; Fig.4isa detached perspective
view of a detail of construction that is part of
the improvement; and Fig. 5 is a detached,
broken, partly sectional view of part of the
head board of a bedstead,and a portion of the
novel attachment connected with it.

The bedstead A, may be of any preferred
make that is not adapted to fold, orof a kind
known as open beds, having a headboard q,
footboard D, side rails ¢, and transverse bot-
tom slats d, the iatter named parts resting
with their ends upon ledges e, on the inner
surfaces of the side rails, in the usual way.

The novel attachment consists in part of a
light strong rectangular frame B preferably
slatted as shown, but may be constructed of
a single board if desired. Said frame is of
such a proportivnate length as will allow it
to vibrate freely between the head and foot-

boards of the bedstead when in position on tke
latter,

Twe, or if needed a greater number, of simi-
lar hangers are provided for the adjustable
connection of the frame B, with the bedstead.
To thisend, the hangers, one of which is shown
detached in Fig. 4, are each bent “ L.” shaped,
producing two main liinbs g, ¢/, at right an-
glestoeach other. Thelimbs g are flattened,
aud near their free ends are transversely per-
forated to receive cross pins such as g2

The bed bottom slats'd, that are to be en-
gaged by the hangers, are each longitudinally
slotted from near one end toward the oppo-
site’ end, and a shallow recess is produced
along each edge of a slot on the top side of
the slat, as indicated in Fig. 3, and preferably
an encircling band A, is secured around the
end of each slat where the slot in it termi-
nates, so as to prevent the slats from split-
ting, a similar band 7, being placed at the
other terminal of each slot that may be near
the longitudinal center of the slat, as shown
in Figs. 1 and 2. The other limbs ¢’, of the
hangers are thickened as indicated in Fig. 4,
and a pad g% is formed on each of said limbs;
these pads being secured at the side of the
frame B, along the edge that will be lower-
most when the frame isin an upright position
at the outside of a bed-side rail ¢, as repre-
sented in Fig. 2. By preference a rib ¢4, is
formed on the portion of the limb ¢, that
projects outwardly from the pad g% oun each
hanger; said ribs being designed to enter a
notch in the lower edge of the frame,and co-
act with the pads to retain the hangers in
firm connection with the frame B.

On the head-board a, and foot-board b, of
the bedstead A, similar folding braces are
loosely secured for the support of the frame
B, at its ends when it is in use as a guard
wall along the side of the bed. These braces
each consist of two link plates 4, ¢, that are
lapped together by an end portion of each,
and pivoted where lapped as represented in
Figs. 2 and 5. One end of the jointed links
of one brace is pivoted upon the head-board
a, and a link end of the similar brace is op-
positely pivoted upon the foot-board b, both
on the inner surfaces of said boards. The
other end portions of the folding braces, that
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may be projected toward the side of the bed,
are notched to produce a latch hook on each
these notches <% being formed on the lowe1
edges of the braces, that intersect short lon-

gitudinal slots therein so that a secure lock-

ing engagementof theouter ends of the braces

may be effected, by their hooked connection '

with a stud ¢* on each end of the frame B,

near the edge that will be uppermost when |
1 a frame secured to the hangers, whereby pro-

the braces are latched thereto.
‘When the frame B, is to be adjusted for

use as a guard for the side of the bedstead

near which a c¢hild is to be placed in the bed,
the frame is drawn outwardly from below the
bed slats, where it is sustained as will be fur-
ther mentioned, the hangers sliding toward
the side rail of the bedstead. The frame that
is thas projected outwardly beyond the bed
side rail is.now rocked upwardly, the peculiar
shape of the hangers on its then lower edge,
permitting such an adjustment, as the limbs
g’ of said hangers will then lie directly below
the bed rail.

It will be seen, that the frame B, when not
in service as a guard at the side of the bed-
stead whereon it is placed, may be swang be-
low the bed slats,and be completely concealed
from view, the hangers that depend from the
cross pins ¢% being slid toward the center of
the bed slats they engage, when the frame is
to be transferred from an upright to.a hori-
zontal position, the relative adjustment of
parts in both positions being indicated by full

and dotted lines respectively in Fig. 2. Pref- |

erably a turn button < is utilized as a means
for supporting the frame B in a nearly hori-
zontal position, said piece being pivoted upon
the lower edge of the bed side rail ¢, as shown
by dotted lines in Fig. 1,s0 that a part revo-
lution -of the same on its pivot will locate it
below the edgeof the frame to sustain it.

By the use of the improved attachment
hereinbefore ‘described,.an ordinary bedstead
may do service as a-crib for small children,
which is a matter of great eouvenience in
many
ing as a guard to prevent the infant from fall-
ing outof the bed at the side it is placed,
while the other side may be occupied by the
mother or nurse.

Many small bed rooms will not admit the.
location of a child’s crib along side of theor-
dinary open bed that is oecupi‘ed by the pa-

rents of,an infant or small-child; by the pro-

cases; the erection of the frame B, serv-:

492,249

vision of this improvement, the expense and
inconvenience of acrib are obviated and equal
safety afforded.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. The combination with a bedstead, of an-
gular hangers having a pivoted and sliding
connection with the slats of the bedstead, and

vision is made for swinging the frame under
the bedstead when not in use, substantially
as specified.

2. The combination with a bedstead, of an-
gular hangers, one member of which hasa piv-
oted and sliding connection with the slats of
the bedstead, a frame secured to the other
members of the hangers, and means for se-
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curing the frame in an upright position at .

the side of the bedstead or in .a nearly hori-
zontal position under the bedstead, substan-
tially as described.

3. The combination with.a bedstead having
slotted slats, of hangers having a sliding and
rocking engagement with the slotted slats, a
frame secured to the hangers, and braces se-
cured to the head and foot beard and adapt-
ed to engage the frame to hold it in an up-
right position, substantially as desecribed.

4. In a side guard for open bedsteads, the
combination with the bedstcad frame, and
slotted bottom slats thereon, of an elengated
frame, hangers attached at one side ed‘re of
the frame amd in sliding and rockingengage-
ment with the slotted slats, folding braees
pivoted on the head-board and foot-board of
the bedstead, and adapted to detachably in-
terlock with studs on theends of the movable
frame, and a turn button on the bed rail
adapted fo support one edge of said movable
fraine, substantially as described.

5. A guard for bedsteads comprising an
elongated frame, L-shaped hangers secured
to the frame and provided witha cross pinin
one member for their connection with slotted

slats of a bedstead, and hinged bracesadapt-

ed to be secured to the head and foot board-of
a bedstead and to engage the frame to hold it
in an upright position, substantially as de-

ARIE C. WIERENGA.

.| seribed.

Witnesses:
J. DEN IIERDER,
ALBERTUS G. VAN HEERS.
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