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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known thatI, FREDERICK L. JOHNSON,
acitizen of the United States, residing at Wal-
lingford, in the county of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Hat-Hang-
ers; and I do hereby declare the following to
be a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the artto which it appertains to make and use
the same.

This invention relates to hat hangers.

The object of the invention is to prevent
stiff hats from falling off a peg either by a
current of air or when lightly struck when in
the act of placing a hat or coat on an adja-
cent peg or removing the same therefrom

The improvement consists in the novel fea-
tures and the peculiar construction and com-
bination of the parts which will be hereinaf-
ter more fully described and claimed and
which are shown in the annexed drawings;
in which :

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a hat sup-
porter embodying my invention. Kig. 2 isa
side view showing the hat about to be applied
to the supporter. Fig. 3 is a view similar to
Fig. 2 showing the hat in position.

The supporter comprises, essentially a clasp
A and a pivoted latch B. This latch is elbow
shaped and is pivoted at the elbow to one of
the pendent members of the clasp A. Nor-
mally the latch occupies the position shown
in Figs. 1 and 2, the part b extending across
the space between the members of the clasp
and engaging with the member opposite that
to which the said lateh is pivoted. Thelower
end ¢ of the outer portion of the clasp is
curved outward to obtain a broad purchase
upon the hat, and the brace C projected rear-
ward from the lower end of the rear mem-
ber of the clasp is designed to touch the wall
and hold the clasp in proper position. The
clasp and the braces are formed of a single
piece of wire as most clearly shown in Fig. 1,
the ends of the wire being brought together
and forming a cross bar on which the latch
is mounted. The lateh is also made from a
single piece of wire, the eyes provided at the
angle or elbow to receive thesaid cross bar
being formed by crossing the wire. The

sleeve ¢ mounted on the said eross bar pro-
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tects the ends of the wire that forms the clasp
A and comes between the members of the
lateh to hold them apart the required dis-
tance. The wires comprising the member b
converge and are united at their free ends.
The outer ends of the parts of the brace por-
tion C, are turned laterally to obtain a broad
bearing on the wall to obviate injury thereto.

The supporter is secured to a wall or par-
tition in any desired manner, preferably by
being attached to a strip in thé usual way.
Staples or other fastenings are driven over
the upper end of the clasp and nails or screws
are passed through the expanded ends of the
parts of the brace portion C. The clasp
stands at a slight incline to the perpendicn-
lar as shown in Figs. 1 and 2.

The hat is applied to the hanger by pre-
senting the edge of the brim to the open end
of the clasp and against the part b of the
latch B.  On pressing the brim into the clasp
the latter will yield, being elastic, and the
pendent portion of the latch will enter the
hat, the brim being held between the portion
b of the latch and the outer portion of the
clasp and the crown being held betweenthe
lower curved portion ¢ and the other portion
of the lateh, as shown most clearly in Fig. 3.

Having thus described myinvention, what I
claim, and desire tosecure by Letters Patent,
is—

1. A hat banger comprising a clasp which
is adapted tobe arranged in an approximately
vertical position, the open end being down
and an elbow .shaped latch pivoted at the
elbow to a member of the clasp, and having
one arm projected into the space between the
members of the elasp, and having the other
arm pendent, substantially as described for
the purpose specified.

2. A hat hanger comprising a spring clasp,
which is adapted to be arranged in an ap-
proximately vertical position, the open end
being down and an elbow shaped latch piv-
oted at the elbow o a member of the clasp
and constructed to have one portion extend
normally across the space between the mems-
bers of the clasp, and having its other end
pendent, substantially as deseribed for the
purpose specified.

3. A hat hanger comprising a clasp which
is adapted to be arranged in an approxi-
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mately vertical position, the open end being
down, and having a rear brace portion, and
an elbow shaped lateh pivoted at the elbow
to a member of the clasp, and having one
arm projected into the space between the
members of the clasp, and having the other
arm pendent, substantially as described and
for the purpose specified.

4. A hat hanger comprising a clasp which
is adapted to be arranged in an approxi-
mately vertieal position, the open end being
down and having a brace portion C projected
from the rear member of the clasp, said clasp
and brace being made of wire,the ends of the
wire extending across the space between the
wires of a member of the clasp and forming
across bar,and an elbow shaped lever mount-
ed on the said cross bar, substantially as set
forth.

5. A hat hanger comprising a clasp which
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is adapted to be arranged in an approxi-
mately vertical position, the open end being
down andhavinga brace portion C projected
from the rear member of the clasp, said clasp
and brace being made of wire,the ends of the
wire extending across the space between the
wires of a member of the clasp and forming
a cross bar, an elbow shaped latch also formed
of wire, mounted on the said cross bar, and
a sleeve placed on the said cross bar to pro-
tect the ends of the wire and hold the parts
of the latech properly spaced, substantially
as specified.

In testimony whereof I affix mysignaturein
presence of two witnesses.

FREDERICK L. JOHNSON. -

Witnesses:
CARRIE B. FOWLER,
OswiN H. D. FOWLER.
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