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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, GEORGE A. TAUBER-
SCHMIDT, a citizen of the United States, resid-

ing at Washiagton, in the District of Colum--

bia, have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Detecting Apparatus for Coin-
Actuated Boxes; and I do hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same. )

This invention has reference to devices for
detecting the theft of opera glasses in thea-
ters and other places of amusement, where
opera glasses are placed in receptacles and
rented by dropping a coin in said receptacle
and it consists in certain improvements which
are fully set forth in theé following specifica-
tion and shown in the accompanying draw-
ings, which form a part hereof.

Numerous methods have been em ployed for
renting opera glasses and the one in present
use, which is considered the most practical, is
known asthe “Fancher box,” which has a coin
chute, a disk having a coin seat into which
the coin drops said disk having a knob on the
exterior of the hox whereby it is turned by
the person dropping the coin thus bringing
the coin in contact with a sliding bolt and
unlocking the box thus leaving the lid free to
slide down and leaving the glasses free for

- use. When these coin controlled receptacles
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-age of the glasses were stolen.

were first introduced the company owning
them trusted to the honesty of the public to
return the glasses to the receptacle after the
performance was over but soon found that
this method would not do as a large percent-
To overcome
or prevent this wholesale theft of glasses light
chains were attached to the glasses and con-
nected to the receptacle, but this did not stop
the theft of glasses for persons using them
would cut the chains with knives &e.,s0 after
a great deal of experimenting the owners were
obliged to put heavy steel chains on the glasses,
which fo a certain extent proved successful,
but even with these heavy steel chains the
theft of glasses continues to a large extent,
80 much so, in fact that a large per cent. of
the gross proceeds is put aside each year to
pay forstolen glasses. The objection to this

method of securing the glasses, however, is
that the chain is aninconvenience to the user
of the glasses and there is no doubt a large
percentage of theater goers that object to
using an opera glass which is attached to a
strong and heavy chain, and if the safety of
the glasses could be assured without using
this heavy chain the rental of the glasses
would be materially increaséd. Other meth-
ods of preventing the theft of glasses have
been tried and several patents -have been
granted for such devices but in use they have
been found too expensive or impractical and
the objectionable chain was again resorted to
as the safest means of preventing the theft
of the glasses. .

This.invention is designed to overcome the
existing objections by providing a neat and
unobtrusive connection between the glasses
and receptacle of a color least discernable,
and also an audible signal to indicate to the
aundience and attachés of thetheater the theft
of a pair of glasses the instant they have be-
come diseconnected from the connection by

which theyare connected to the receptacle or

when the connection is disconnected
glasses or the receptacle. :

To accomplish the object of this invention
the receptacle is provided with a tube or cord
of silk, cotton, or any other suitable material
sufficiently flexible, in which are “ run?” two
insulated wires which may be very fine or
composed of a series of hair wiresin a manner
well known to electric workers. These wires
are connected to a dry battery located in the
receptacle or they may be connected to “out-
going and return conductors” extending be-
low the floor of the theater including a bat-
tery and electro magnet. All of the circuits
from the receptacles may be supplied from a
common battery or there may be several bat-
teries for the several divisions or sections of
the theater.  Or when the dry battery is em-
ployed each receptacle has its own source of
electricity. The other end of this cord or
tube containing the insulated wires is con-
nected to the opera glass and the bare wires
are connected to a magnet located on the
opera glass which is engaged by a pawl hav-
ing a contact point. This pawl engages a

from the

spring actuated drum or shaft which isin en-
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gagement with an escapement mechanism
provided with a tapper or striker and located
within the plane in which the tapper moves
is a bell or other suitable signal. Thus it will
readily be seen that the instant the glasses
are detached from the cord, or the - cord
severed the circuit will be broken and the
pawl will, under the action of a spring, free
itself from the magnet and spring drum thus
permitting the drum to unwind under the
action of the spring whereby the escapement
mechanism is set in motion and the tapper or
striker will strike the bell in a manner simi-

‘lar to the ordinary alarm clock for a prede-

termined period. The coin actuated recep-
tacle has its function in preventing access to
the glasses until after it had been opened by
the insertion of a coin, but the construction
thereof is not the subject matter of this ap-
plication. :
In the drawings: Figure 1 is a perspective

view of an opera chair provided with a recep-:
tacle with this invention attached. Fig. 2 is:
a front elevation of a pair of opera glasses
with this invention attached. Fig.3is a plan:
view of the same, with part of the glasses cut:
Fig. 4is a sectional view on theline .

away.
z Fig. 2.

A represents a chair, in the arm of whieh.i
is a suitable receptacle B. In this receptacle’
a dry battery Cis placed, or if found more de-

sirable outgoing and retarn conduectors D

(shown in dotted lines) are run into the re-
It is.
not material to the purpose of this invention.

ceptacle from the floor of the theater.

which of these two methods are used. Con-
nected to the battery C or the outgoing and
return conduetors are cireuit wires ¢ ¢ which
are covered by means of a silk or ecotton tube
or cord ¢’ or in any other suitable manner.

Hereinafter when referring to these wires ¢ ¢:

and tubec’ Ishallrefer to them as the “guard.”

D represents the opera glasses of the ordi-
nary construetion.

E isamagnet constructed in the well known
manner and e is a pawl suitably pivoted and
provided with a contact point whieh is adapt-
ed to engage the magnet.

F is a shaft upon which is secured a gear
wheel I’ and a ratchet T*

F3is a spring one end of which is wound on
the shaft I while the other end is suitably se-
cured to the frame.

G represents a suitable escapement mech-
anisminengagementwith atapperorstrikerg.

H is a bell. :

I represents a suitable casement or frame
of any suitable material in which the above
mechanism issecured, said casement or frame
having a perforated portion to allow the sound
to come out. This frame is provided with a
key hole whereby the spring may be wound
up when neecessary. Of course it is obvious
that the key hole will be so secured that no
one but an attaché of the theater will be able
to operate the mechanism. One end of the
guard is connected to the magnet E while the
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other end is econnected in the receptacle as
above stated.

The operation is as follows:—After the
glasses have been secured to the receptacle
by means of the gnard the electric current is
passed through said guard and the contact
pointon the pawl isattracted toand in engage-
ment with the magnet and the ratchet F?
thus preventing the spring F® from unwind-
ing. Now it will readily be seen that the in-
stant the guard is cut or the glasses are de-
tached from the guard or the guard detached
from the receptacle the electric current
through the wires cis broken and the spring
72 (there being no resistance in the magnet)
will immediately pull the pawl away from the
magnet thus disengaging it from the ratchet

F? and freeing the shaft F which with the

gear wheel F’ will be revolved thus operat-
ing the tapper or striker which will strike
and continue to strike the bell until the
spring is entirely unwound, thereby making
an audible signal, somewhat similar to an
alarm clock, which is calculated to cause the
person stealing the glasses to drop them, for
to retain them in his possession would lead to
sure detection and arrest as the alarm will go
and sound wherever the glasses are carried
and the attachés on hearing the alarm will
at once know that a pair of glasses have been
stolen and the sound will direct them to the
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location of the chair from which they were -

taken, or still better (if the person take the
glasses with him) to the exact location of
the person who has stolen the glasses in his
possession. In practice this spring F® will be
of such length that the alarm will sound for
a space of time equal to the time it takes a
person to go (we will say) from the stage of
the theater to the door. Thus it will be seen
that it is practically impossible for a person
to take a pair of glasses and get out of the
theater without detection for the alarm, which
is’ constantly ringing is always where the
glasses are. 'Thusit readily will be seen that
a simple, cheap yet efficient and practical de-
tecting device is produced by this invention

for articles that are placed on rental.in coin,

actuated and other receptacles in .public
places.
From the foregoing it is obvious that the
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practical result of this detecting apparatusis’

not dependent upon the specific mechanism
shown and described but any suitable mech-
anism may beused as preferred by the person
constructing the same. ‘Therefore, the im-
portant part and scope of this invention lie
in an aundible signal alarm connected direetly
to the object rented and adapted to sound a
continuous alarm for a peried .(dependent
upon the springemployed) immediately upon
the breaking of the circuit between the object
rented and its receptacle. .

It is obvious that manyslight changes may
be made in this construction without depart-
ing from the spirit of this invention, and
hence I would have it understood that I do
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not strietly confine myself tothe construction
herein shown and deseribed; but:

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— '

1. The combination with an opera glass, of
an alarm mechanism attached thereto and an

electrically controlled releasingdevice for said

alarm mechanism, substantially as deseribed.

2. The combination with a coin controlled
receptacle of an opera glass; an audible sig-
nal on said glass; means to operate said sig-
nal, and a connection between the signal and
receptacle for normally holding the signal out
of operation.

3. The combination with a receptacle, of an
opera glass an audible signal attached to said
glass and a econnection between the glass and
receptacle whereby said signal is operated
only when said connection is broken.

4. The combination with an opera glass, of
a magnet and an alarm mechanism attached
to said glass, said magnet adapted to control
said alarm mechanism and a circuit in said

magnet said eireuit being connected to a sup-
port for said glass whereby the alarm mech-
anism is operated by the breaking of the-cir-
cuit.

5. The combination with an opera glass of
a magnet, an alarm mechanism attached to
said glass, and controlled by said magnet, a’
pawloperating as a detent for thealarm mech-
anism, an electrie eircuit in said magnet, said
cirenit being connected to a support for said
glass. ] '

6. The combination with an opera glass of
an audible signal, a magnet a winding drum
connected to said magnet, an escapement
mechanism and eircuit wires connected to said

. magnet, said wires forming a guard to eon-
‘nect said glasses to a stationary object.
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In testimony whereof Taffix my signature in

presence of two witnesses.
GEORGE A. TAUBERSCHMIDT.

Witnesses:
JESSIE D. KINGSBERY,
L. P. WHITAKER.




