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To all whom & mMay CONCErTL:

Be it known that I, JoHN W. L. BROWN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Mari-
etta, in the county of Washington, State of
Ohio, have invented a new and useful Fire-
Escape, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

My invention relates to fire escapes of a
portable nature, which may be carried like an
ordinary umbrella, and may be adapted for
use almost instantly in eseaping from a burn-
ing building. .

The object of the invention is to provide a
device that will be lightand durable, one that
is always ready for use and which can not be
turned inside out. I attain thisobjeet by the
device illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, in which:

Figure 1 is a longitudinal section of my de-
vice, open as in use. Figs. 2 and 3 are en-
larged details.

Similarletters refer tosimilar parts through-
out the several views. ‘ -

Reference now being had to the details of
the drawings A is the staff of the fire escape,
provided at its lower end with the cross bar
or handle ¢, upon which the hands or feet of
the person using the fire escape may be
placed, as desired; thestaff A has atitsouter
end an ordinary ferrule o',

B B, are ribs which are attached to the staff
A in the usual manner at their inner ends to
the ferrule b.

C C are braces secured at their outer ends
to the ribs B B, at ¢ in the usual manner and
at their inner ends to therunnerD, the npper
end of said runner D being provided with a
burr 4 for that purpose. The lower end of
said runneris also provided with a boss d’ for
a purpose which will be presently deseribed.

Eis a ferrule or washersecurely fastened to
the staff A,ata point wherethe outermost part
of the runner D would be when thefire escape
is ready for use. Said ferrule K is adapted to
prevent the runner going farther toward the

outer end of the staff and to prevent the de-

vice turning inside out. In practice I make

‘the runner D about thelength of the ordinary

umbrella runner. :
F is arunner placed on the staff A between

the runner D and the lower end of said staft

to which runner are attached the supplemen-
tal braces f near its lower end f’. Said sup-
plemental braces arealsosecured tothe outer
ends of the ribs B in the usual manner.

The runner ¥ is provided with the flange f'*
towhich areattached the braces f which flange
I place near the lower end of said runner.

I make the runner F long enough so that
the outer end, which is provided with the
boss G shall, when the fire escape isexpanded
ready for use, come in contact with the lower
end of the runner D, in this way preventing
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the lower part of the device from turning in- -

side out. The boss G on the lower ranner FF
and the boss d’ on the runuer D are to pre-
vent either runner telescoping the other.

His a spring in the staff A which will keep
the fire escape raised when ready for use, and
which is the ordinary umbrella spring.

I is the cover which may be of any strong,
close woven material adapted for that pur-
pose.

. Having thus described my invention, what
I claim to be newis—

1. The combination with the staff, the ribs
attached thereto, bracessecured at their outer
ends to said ribs and at their inner ends toa
runner sleeved upon said staff, the supple-
mental braces secured to the same setof ribs
near the outer ends of said ribs and pivoted
to an independent runner also sleeved upon
said staff, both runners beingadapted tomove
in the same direction and thespring H, abut-
ting against the lower end of the last named
runner to hold said runners in place when in
use, substantially as described. :

2. The combination with the staff, the ribs
attached thereto, braces secured at their outer
ends to said ribs and at their inner ends toa
runner sleeved upon said staff, the supple-
mental braces secured to the same sef of ribs
near the outer ends of said ribs and pivoted
to an independent runner also sleeved upon
said staff, the spring H, to hold said runners
in place when in use, and the ferrule E, se-
curely fastened to said staff, substantially as
described.

8. The combination with-the staff, ribs at-
tached thereto, braces secured to said ribs,
and to a runner sleeved on said staff, the sup-
plemental braces secured to said ribs and to
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anindependent runner on said staff,thespring
II, the ferrule E, the said runners being of
sufficient length so thatthey will comein con-
tact, when in use, having the ends that will
come in contact bossed to prevent telesecop-
ing, substantially as deseribed.

4. The combination with the staff, ribs at-
tached thereto, and to runners sleeved upon
said staff, supplemental braces attached to

said ribs and to an independent runner also

sleeved upon said staff of sufficient length to
contact with the runner D when in use, the
spring H, the ferrule E, both runners being
adapted to move in the same direction and
having theircontiguous endsbossed, substan-
tially as described.
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5. The combination with the ordinary um-
brella staff and frame, of the ferrule against
which the top of the runner of the open um-
brella abuts, the supplemental brace, and a
long supplemental runner, the T hand eross
bar and the spring, said braces attached at
the outer ends of said ribs and the lower end
of said supplemental runners, whereby the
tendency when in use of the cover to reverse
itself and of the main ribs to buckle is re-
duced to a minimum, substantially as de-
seribed. ‘
JOHIN W. L. BROWN.
Witnesses:

PHOEBE S. BROWN,
Lovina C. SHAW.
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