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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WirLiam H. RavpH,
residing at Allegheny, in the county of Alle-
gheny and State of Pennsylvania, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Garment-Supporters, of which the follow-
ing is a specification, reference being had
therein to the accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to garment su pport-
ers for ladies’ wear.

The object of the invention is to producea
garment supporter having a belt or girdle
cut to a form to fit the waist of the wearer;
also to attach to said belt or girdle, or the
tabs thereof, at the sides of the hips of the
wearer, suspensory tapes which pass beside
the hips of the wearer, and are joined below
to the stocking supporter; also to attach suit-
able bandage suspensory devices to said gir-
dle, which shall be removable, and leave the
girdle to act as a stocking supporter alone.

Figure 1 1is a side perspective view of the
garmentsupporter complete. Fig.2is a front
perspective view of the girdle and upper
parts of the suspensory devices. Fig. 3is a
plan view of the girdle and the braces to

which the stocking supporter is attached, in-

dicating generally the pattern by which the
girdleiscut. Tig. 4 is a detailof the bandage
supporter.,

The letter A indicates the belt or bodice.
Thisis cut, preferably in two pieces or halves
A’ A’, from an inelastic or very slightly elas-
tic fabrie, on the general pattern indicated
in Fig. 8. The halves or bodice sections are
cut 8o that the upper edge of each section is
The lower edge
has three curved lines of nearly a half circle
each. Tabsextend downward from each end
of each section, and two tabs on each see-
tion intervene between these end tabs. The
two halves when joined as along the line O
will fit the female waist neatly, the front and
rear tabs B B’ extending outward and down-
ward over the curves of the body below the
waist, and the tabs C C’ extending along-
side the hips of the wearer. Of course the
various sizes will conform generally to dif-
ferent sized people, and the opposite sides of
the girdle will be similar. The girdle may

be cut from a single piece of fabric, but for
economy, and to secure greater firmness, it is
better to cut the girdle in halves, or it might
be in a great number of pieces. A tape or
band D is connected to tab C, and atape D’ to
the tab C’, preferably by stitching.

The tapes D D’ are joined together at an
angle, a few inches below the tabs on the gir-
dle, and a tape or band E extends downward
from the junction. The stocking supporters
F' F, of usual construction, are attached to
these tapes E by any usual form of catch or
buckle.

The tapes D D’ connected to the tabs C ¢’
fit easily over and conform to the person of
the wearer, without unnecessary strain in any
direction. (A somewhat similar arrangement
of tapes or cords has been attached to a
straight belt, for a like purpose, but without
attaining the easeof fitof my device, wherein
the tabs extend in curved lines from the body
of the girdle, the girdle itself being cut on
curved lines.)

The halvesof the girdle are sewed together
at the back, and preferably buttoned infront,
or vice versa. '

To the front tab B, on one of the halves of
the girdle, and to the rear tab B’, a short tape
H is sewed, or the tab itself may be some-
what extended. An elastic piece I having a
safety pin or hock K at one end, and a buckle
L at the other end, may be buckled to the
tape or tab I, for use with abandage or nap-
kin. When not needed by the wearer, these
elastic supports and their pins and buckles
may be entirely removed from the girdle, and
the girdle or belt will then be practically free
from any such attachment, and only the stock-
ing supporter will remain.

The elasticstrip Iand the buckle and safety
clasp are easily adjusted, and are as little ob-
jectionable as such a support can well be.

The device as a whole is easy and comfort-
able, and conforms to the person of the wear-
er, and is not excessively expensive in con-
struction.

‘What I claim is—-~

The garment supporter consisting of a belt
or bodice composed of two joined sections of
inelastic fabric each section having its upper
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edge curved so that the upper edge of the
joined sections forms a continuous are, each
section having pendent tabs from its lower
edge (tolie at the sides of the hips of a wear-
g er,) and having stocking supports attached
thereto as described, the bodice having pend-
ent tabs at front and rear, and detachable
elastic stripshaving safety catches connected

to said front and rear tabs, all substantially
as described. 1o
In testimony whereof Iaffix mny signaturein
presence of two witnesses.
WILLIAM H. RALPH.
‘Witnesses:
W. A. BARTLETT,
PHILIP F. LARNER.



