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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Luctius DIMOCK, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Leeds,
Hampshire county, State of Massachusetts,
have invented a new and useful Attachment
to the Whiffletrees and Traces of Vehicles, of
of which the following is a specification.

My improvementsrelate to a device adapted
to be combined with the whiffletree and trace
at the point where the. two are joined; and
have for their object the provision of a guard
to the joint which shall prevent the hairs of
a horse’s tail from being eaught and retained
therein, and serve also to prevent the trace
from becoming detached.

The invention consists in the combination
and construction as hereinafter deseribed and
more particularly pointed out in the claims.

My invention is fully illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, in which—

" Figure 1. is a plan view of my device com-
bined with the whiffletree and trace. Fig.II,
is an end view of the same. Fig. III, is an
end view of the device combined with the
trace alone. Fig.1V,shows the device in the
same position as in Fig. IT; but with a modi-
fication in its form, and with the retaining
button of the whiffletree in a different posi-
tion. Fig. V,is a perspective view of the de-
vice. ‘Fig. VI, shows the device and trace in
the same position as in Fig. I, and Fig. VII,
is the same as Fig. VI turned at right angles,
and asection of the trace on the dotted linez .

Referring to the drawings, B is an elastie,
flexible shell, formed preferably of rubber
perforated longitudinally to be crowded over
the whiffietree end to embrace both the but-
ton C and shank D thereof, and perforated
transversely to be forced over the end of the
trace E, to closely hug the same.

In Fig. V. the longitudinal opening d, and
transverse opening b are shown.

The shell B may be formed of asolid block
bored and cut to leave the openings d and b,
or when rubber is employed as a material,
may be molded as more particularly shown in
Fig. V, to form a wall binding the whiffletree
and trace by its edges, and leaving an inter-
mediate part in the form of a web removed
from contact with the whiffletree, to permit
by the elasticity of this web the partial rota-

tion of the trace upon the whiffletree without
the necessity of the entire shell B rotating
upon the whiffletree. ‘

In Figs. IV, VI and VII, a modification not
affecting the principle of the invention, is
shown in the provision of asleeve to the open-
ing b, for the purpose of adding strength to
the structure.

In operation the device is first pushed over
the end of the trace, as shown in Fig. IIT, un-
til the hole A in the trace is centered, and then
the trace is brought over the end of the whif-
fletree to bring the shell B to bear upon the
shank D and button C, it being immaterial in
which direction the longer axis of the button
relative to the trace, extends, as the flexibility
of the shell, as shown in Figs. II and IV, en-
ables it to form a eclose joint with the button
at-any angle; nor does the application of the
device to the trace and whiffletree interfere
withthe action of the strap y,commonly used
for keying the trace to the whiffletree through
the hole s in the button—though it will be
seen that the device is sufficient to prevent
the slack of the trace,in going down hill, from
permitting it to be detached.

This device constructed and arranged as
described and shown, completely guards the
joint made by the trace with the whiffletree,
to prevent the hairs of a horse’s tail from
catching therein and being pulled out.

During a summer season the looks of some
valuable horses have been marred by the loss
of hair from the tail, occasioned solely by the
catching of the hair in the joints at the oppo-
site ends of the whiffletree, which joints when
they catch a hair hold it with the entire weight
of the vehicle, so that the horse loses it in
moving his tail, and as there is every reason
to believe that the animal suffers to some ex-
tent in thus pulling out his hairs—my inven-
tion is in the interest of humanity as well as
useful in maintaining the looks and value of
the horse. .

Now having described my invention, what
I claim is— :

1. Awhiffletree guard consisting of a shell,
convex in its central portion and tapering
toward the ends so as to present a smooth
surface, having a longitudinal passage of the
general shape of the whiffletree and a trans-
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verse passage of the general shape of the ] an elastic web in proximity to the opening for
trace (in cross section) said guard adapted to | the whiffletree and in position to bear on said 1o
cover that part of the trace which attaches to | whiffletree, substantially as deseribed.

the whiffletree, to prevent the catching of the

g tail of the animal, substantially as deseribed. L. DIMOCK.
2. The whiffletree guard consisting of ashell Witnesses:
having an opening for the whiffletree and a R. F. HYDE,

transverse passage for the trace, and having JASON PERKINS.



