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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, HENRY C. MERRIAM, a
citizen of the United States of Ameriea, re-
siding at Fort Logan, in the county of Arapa-
hoe and State of Colorado,have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Knap-
sacks, of which the following is aspecification.

My said invention is an improvement in
that form of knapsack shown in Letters Pat-
ent of the United States granted me on the
13th day of June, 1876, No. 178,545.

The improvement herein shown relates to
the side braces which support the pack upon
the hip strap and the object of the said im-
provement is to simplify the construction and
adjustment without sacrifice of the advan-
tages of my improved system of military
packs.

My invention is shown in the accompany-
ing drawings, in which:—

Figure 1.1s a side elevation of the pack in
place with the side braces attached thereto.
Fig. 2. shows a side elevation of the brace de-
tached.

In the drawings, A represents the brace,
the lower end of which is attached to the hip-
strap as shown in my said patent, or is sup-
ported in a socket as shown in my Letters
Patent of the United States granted May 3
1887, No. 362,302. ,

In my improved construction, the pack B,
is connected to the side braces at the upper
rear coraners, by a direct conneection. Inorder
that the pack may be adjusted to men of dif-
ferent sizes, it is necessary that this connec-
tion should be adjustable in length. T pro-
vide a very simple means of adjustment by
which the upper end of the brace is flexibly
connected directly to the upper outer corners
of the pack by means of a leather thong tied
around the brace. The leather thong is
shown atb. In order to provide for.the ver-
tical adjustment I form the upper end of the
brace with a series of notches d, in any one
of which the thong may be tied. This thong
may be conneeted to the pack by a ring or
loop attached to the pack.

Other means of connection may be provided
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instead of the thong, although this is very
simple and effective and is flexible so that
the brace may be moved in relation to the
pack without breaking. -

As the pack is thus supported by its upper
rear corners the tendency of the lower por-
tion of the pack is to swing outward, away
from the back of the wearer, and thus bring
the lower front corners directly beneath the
said upper rear corners. For holding the
pack in proximity to the back of the wearer
I have provided the straps ¢, ¢, one upon each
side of the pack, these being adjustable by
means of a buckle or the like as shown in the
drawings. One end of each strap is riveted
or otherwise secured to the back of the pack,
and the other end is secured to the front face
or edge of the pack. Through the loop thus
formed by the strap passes the brace, and the
inclination of the pack may be adjusted by
tightening the strap until the front face of
the pack is drawn into line with that portion
of the brace against which the strap bears, or
as near to that position as may be desired.

I claim for my invention—

1. In combination with the knapsack the
braces adapted to be supported in the hip
strap and having- the edges of their upper
ends provided with a series of notches, and
the fexible fastening means passing around
the braces and engaging said notches to ad-
justably secure the braces to the pack, sub-
stantially as desecribed.

2. In combination with the pack and braces
adapted to be supported upon the hip-strap
and adjustably connected to the pack at the
upper rear corners the adjusting strap ¢ se-
cured at the lower part of the pack and ex-
tending forward to the braces for the purpose
of regulating the angle of the pack with ref-
erence to the brace A, and the back of the
person carrying pack.

Intestimony whereof L affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

HENRY C. MERRIAM.

Witnesses:

A. B. JOHNSON,
C. H. COCHRAN.
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