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To all whom it may concern.:

Beit known that I, ISABELLA BRAY, of New
York, in the county of New York and State of
New York, have invented a new Improve-
ment in Dress-Stays; and I do hereby declare
the following, when taken in connection with
accompanying drawings and the letters of ref-
érence marked thereon, to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the same, and which said
drawings constitute part of this specification,
and represent, in—

Figure 1, a face view of a stay complete;
Fig. 2, a transverse section through the stay;
Fig. 8, a vertical central section through the
tip end of the stay; Fig. 4, the covered springs
as prepared to receive the tip.

This invention relates to an improvement
in the construction of stays which are adapt-
ed to be secured by stitching to the inside of
the waistsof ladies’ dresses, the object of the
invention being to produce a stay composed
of three wires or springs, and to firmly se-
cure the wires together, and so that the stay
may be adapted to be secured by stitehing to
the inside of a dress, and the invention con-
sists in the construction as hereinafter de-
scribed, and particularly recited in'the claim.

The stay'is composed of three wires or
springs a, b and ¢, inclosed by a fabric cov-
ering, which forms three parallel pockets to
receive the springs, as seen in Fig. 2. The
formation of these pockets leaves webs d d,
between the pockets, and preferably also so

-a8 to leave a projecting lip ¢, at each side.

In the formation of the stays, the wires or
springs may be covered in great length, as by
braiding or weaving, and then cut to lengths,
or the covering may be woven with the three
pockets, and then the covering is cut to
lengths, and the wires or springs cut of cor-

responding length and then introduced into

the pockets. The springs are made from any
suitable elastic material, as brass, steel, reeds,

&e.  After the covered springs havebeen cut,

to the requisite length, a tip fis applied at
each end; these tips are made from metal,
doubled so as to embrace the entire end of
the stays as usual in applying tips to covered
wire, the tips being as usual of U shape, the
legs or sides I h of the tip extending down
onto the sides of the stay, but the tips are
constructed with a central tongue g, project-
ing longitudinally therefrom between the two

sides & & of the tip, there being a like tongue |-

on each side, as seen in Fig. 3, and so that
when the tips are applied, these tongues g g,
will extend down on each side, and thus in-
close the central spring, then through the
two tongues g ¢, and through the central
spring, an eyelet or rivet 4, is introdueeq, as
seen in Fig. 3, which firmly secures the tip to
the stay, and also secures the central spring
in its position intermediate between the two
side springs.

Should the springs be so narrow that the

punching for the eyelet will cut entirely
across the central spring, a piece of thespring
will be taken out, but the eyelet immedi-
ately following the punching will pass into
the space thus cut out of the spring, and
clasp upon both parts of the spring so-as to
securely hold them.

While preferring to make the tip in U-
shape, and cut away the metal so as to pro-
duce the longitudinally projecting tongue be-
tween the two sides of the tip, both because
it reduces the weight as well as makes the tip
more ornamental, the cutting away of the
metal may be omitied and the projecting por-
tion, through which the eyelet is set, extend
from side to side, this being a modification
too apparent to require illustration, it only
being essential that the tip shall have a cen-
tral projection onto the central spring through
which the eyelet may be introduced.

I do not wish to be understood as claiming
broadly a dress-stay composed of several
wires or springs inclosed within a covering
and provided with a tip, but

‘What I do. claim is—

The herein described dress stay consisting
of three parallel springs inclosed within a cov-
ering, with metal tips over the end of the cov-
ering and springs, the tips adapted to em-
brace the ends of the springs, and with cen-
tral projections on opposite sides extending
over the central spring, the said projections
secured together through the said central

55

6o

70

75

8o

35

go

95

spring and covering, substantially as de- -

scribed. :

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subscrib-
ing witnesses.

ISABELLA BRAY.

Witnesses:
M. P. BRAY,
MeTrTA C. ARMSTRONG.
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