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DESK OR CABINET.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 494,406, dated March 28, 1893,
Application filed November 8, 1892, Serial No.451,339, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THEOPHILUS BILLING-
TON, of Dallas, in the county of Dallas and
State of Texas, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Desks or Cabinets, of
which the following is a full, clear, and exact
description.

My invention relates to an improvement
in desks or cabinets, and especially to that
class of desks or cabinets adapted for hold-
ing type-writing machines, or machines of
like character.

The object of the invention is to provide a
cabinet which will be of exceedingly simple
yet durable construction, which may be eco-
nomically manufactured, and to so construet

‘the cabinet that when it is closed the ma-

chine it isadapted to carry will be completely
concealed and protected, and wherein when
the cabinet is opened the machine may be op-
erated with as much ease as though the ma-
chine were placed upon an ordinary table,
and whereby further, when the cabinet is
opened, an extensive table will he provided at
each side of the machine for the reception of
work which is Lo be performed or which has
been executed, or for any purpose that the
operator may desire.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of the several parts,
ag will be hereinafter fully set forth and point-
ed out in the claims.

Referenceis to be had to the accompanying
drawings forming a part of thisspecification,
in which similar figures and letters of refer-
ence indicate corresponding parts in all the
views. h

Figure 1isa perspective view of the cabinet
or desk closed. Fig. 2 is a perspective view
of the article of furniture open;and Fig. 3 is
a detail view illustrating the manner in which
the leaves are supported.

The body A of the structure consists of an
upright panel 10 constituting the back, a ta-
ble 13, secured to the front of the back and
extending at an angle forwardly therefrom,
the table being provided with a drawer 12, and
legs 13, which support the table near its for-
ward edge, the legs being located one at each
side of the table; and preferably the legs are
connected with the back panel in such man-

ner as to afford a shelf 14 beneath the table

and to provideforanornamental appearance.

A roll-top 15, is held to slide across the up-
per portion of the back panel and down at
the rear thereof, suitable grooves being pro-
duced in the panel to receive the side edges
of the top. The roll-top may be madeinany
suitable or approved manner, and any desired
material may be employed in its construetion.
The top partakes of the character of what is
generally known as a “ Derby ” top, it being
corrugated and preferably constructed of a
series of slats or strips connected by a flexi-
ble or pliable material in a manner to pro-
duce an exterior, continuous corrugated sur-
face. The bottom bar 15* of the roll-top is
provided at its extremities with pins 16, as is
best shown in Fig. 2, and when the top is
rolled up or opened, as shown in Fig. 2, the
major portion of the top is concealed behind
the back panel, the bottombar of the top ouly

being visible at the front of said panel. A.

bottom board 17, is secured upon the upper
surface of the table 11, in any suitable or ap-
proved manner. Upon this bottom board the
type-writing machine, or other article to be
ineclosed in the cabinet or desk, is placed and
secured. At each end of the bottom board
17 a leaf 18, is located, the leaf and bottom
board being connected by hinges of any ap-
proved type; and the leaves 18, are prefer-
ably given an ornamentalshape. Ordinarily
their back and upperedgesare straight while
their forward edges areformed upon the lines
of a compound curve. Each leaf upon its in-
ner face, adjacent to its upperand front mar-
gins, is provided with a grooveor channel 19,
and when the leaves are in an upright position
the grooves or channels 19 connect with the
grooves or channels in the back panel of the
body of the cabinet, or those channels in
which the roll-top has movement in the panel.

The leaves are held both in a horizontaland
a vertical position preferably through the me-
dium of links 20. These links receive pins
21, located upon the back of the leaves, and
likewise pins 22, placed upon the back panel.
Each link is preferably provided nearone of
its ends with a recess 23, best shown in Fig. 3.
When the leaves are in a horizontal position
the ends of the links are in engagement with
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the pins 21 and 22, and when the leaves are
folded to their vertical position the links are
carried across the inner face of the back
panel, and the upper pins 22 enter the re-
cesses 23 of the links, thereby locking the
links of the back panel and effectually hold-
ing the leaves in their closed position.

‘When it is desired to close the cabinet or
desk the leaves are carried upward until the
pins 16 in the bottom bar of the roll-top enter
the channels 19 in the leaves, whereupon the
links willlock the leaves in an upright posi-
tion, and the roll-top may be drawn down fol-
lowing the channels in the leaves, and the
said roll-top may then be locked either to the
table 11 or to the bottom board 17, or provis-
ion may be made for locking the roll-top at
its upperend. The top of the cabinet ordesk
may be ornamented in any suitable or ap-
proved manner; in the drawings a mirror is
represented as mounted upon the back pancl.

By means of the above construction a cabi-
net is obtained which when opened forms a
smooth table surface, and which when closed
effectually protects anything placed within
it. The article can be constructed with an
eye to beauty of design, economy of space
when closed and an abundanceof room when
opened.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A cabinet or desk comprising the table
provided with a vertical back transversely
slotted at or near its upper edge, a roller top
working through said slot and having an ex-
posed cross piece 15° provided at its ends
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with pins or lugs 16, the vertically swinging
leaves hinged at their lower edges to the op-
posite ends of the tableto swing.into horizon-
tal position orinto vertical position with their
rear edges abutting against said back; the
inner facesof the leaves near their outer mar-
gins being provided with grooves 19 to re-
ceive said pins orlugs, and loeking and sup-
porting devices for locking theleaves when in
their vertical positions and supporting them
when swung down, substantially as set forth.

2. A cabinet or desk comprising the table
provided at its rear edge with a back having
a roller top 15 working in a transverse slof
through its upper portion and provided at its
exposed end 15* with lugs or pins 16, the verti-
cally swinging leaves 18 hinged at their lower
edges tc the ends of the table to swing down
into horizontal alignment or swing up in ver-
tical positions with their rear edges abutting
the said back; the inner faces of the leaves
near their outer margins being provided with
grooves 19 receiving the pins, the slotted
links 20 parallel with the front faces of the
back and pivoted at their onter ends to the
rear edges of the leaves near their swinging
edges and sliding on pins 22 on the front face
of the back at opposite sides thereof, said
links having notches or recesses 23 in the up-
per walls of their slots near the outer ends
thereof and adapted to engage the pins 22
when the leaves are swung up to lock said
leaves in place, substantially as set forth.

THEOPHILUS BILLINGTON.
Witnesses:
J. D. FOURAKER,
G. D. LAUDERDALE.
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