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Fo all whom it May CoOncern.: ,
Beitknown that I, VICTOR SCHMELZ, a sub-

jeet of the Emperor of Germany, residing at

Sylvan Lake, in the eounty of Orange and
State of Florida, haveinvented a new and use-

ful Box-Strap, of which the following is a

specification.

My invention consists of a number of slats
of any stiff wood, connected by wire in the
manner shown by the following description
and accompanying drawings, and is to be
used in place of the ecommon box-hoop now
in use; the object being to manufacture a box-
strap from any stiff, unyielding wood which
could not be used to make hoopsfrom,as these
require pliable wood which will bend readily.

My box-strap is intended to be used on any
kind of boxes, especially those where thin
veneersare used for the box-sides as, by means
of my box-strap, these thin sides are held
more flat and firm to the box-head than by
the use of the ordinary box-hoop.

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a view of the.

bottom of wired slat, showing how the ends
of wire-loop a are 1nserted throuwh hole in
slat b, and manner of securing, by dividing
and brmUmO‘ ends of wire a over opp051te

‘sides and ba.ck to bottom of slat'b. Fig. 2 is

a side-view and Fig. 8 a top-view of wired slat.
I‘w 6 shows end-view of the plain slat ¢, show-
ing how it should be shaped to fit a wire-loop
o as shown in Figs.1 and 2. Fig.5 also shows
how the slat ¢ should be bevaled slightly, to
more readily allow the wire-loop o to be driven
tightly over end of slat ¢. Fig.7 is a general
view of an orange-box, showma the strap as
it appears when applied to box.

The invention consists of four wire-loops:

and four wooden slats, The wire-loops are
shaped to fit over the ends of the slats ¢,and
the two ends of the loop are bent at right-an-
gles to the loop. Two of ‘the slats b have a
hole near each end from bottom to top, through

which the two ends of the wire-loop ¢ are in-
serted from the bottom to top, bent over. op-
posite sides and back to, and clinched on bot-
tom as shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 3. -

In ‘applying this strap to a box, the two
plain slats ¢ shown in FKigs. 4,5 and 6, are
nailed on opposite sides of box, and the two
wired slatsshown in Figs. 1,2 and 3 are nailed,
one on bottom, the other on top of box, the
wire-loop o being driven over the ends of the
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plain slatsc, thus holding all four slats firmly 55

together and through the manner of wiring,
preventmw SphttmW of slats, the wire @ a,etmg
as a ferrule over the ends of all four slats.
‘When used on extra heavy boxes where great
strength is needed, a nail can be driven over
each loop after the strap is nailed on box, but
ordinarily this is not needed.

I do not claim originality in the loop a, but
in the manner of fastening same to the slat
b, and in the combma,tmn of the wire-loop
W1th theslatsband c; the object being mainly
to produce a box-strap of stiff wood, that will
not split, and that will hold very thin box-
sides flat and firm to the box-head, which is
not done well enoufrh with the hoops now m
use.

‘What I claim as my 1nvent10n, and wish to

"secure by Letters Patent, is—-
Fig. 4 shows bottom-, Fig. 5 shows side-, and |

A box-strap consisting of a number of slats
extending around the box, and means for se-
curing the ends of the slats together, said
meansconsisting of a wire-loop passing around
the end of one of the slats and having its

‘ends brought together and passed upward

through the end of the contiguous slats, the

' ends of the wire being separa,ted and passed

over the edges of the slat and secured on the

underside theneon ,substantially as described.

o . VICTOR SCHMELZ

Witnesses: -
JAaumEes A, PINE,
‘W. R. ROBBINS.
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