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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

REINHOLD HERMAN, OF CRAFTON, PENNSYLVANIA.

DISTRIBUTING-BOARD FOR ELECTRIC CIRCUITS.

SPEC?IFICAT_ION forming part of Létters Patent No, 522,370, dated July 83,1894
‘  Application f1ad December 14, 1893, - Serial No, 493,677, TNo model) -

To all whaom it may concern:
Be it known that I, REINHOLD HERMAN, a
citizen of the United States,residingat Craf-

ton, in the county of Allegheny and State of-

Pennsylvania, have .invented or discovered

certain new and useful Improvements in Dis-

tributing - Boards for Eleetric Circuits, of
which improvements the following is a speci-
fication. v S
~Theinvention described herein relates to

_certain improvements in distributing boards

for electrie circuits, and has for its object a
construction wherein the main and distribut-
ing wires may be-readily attached to their

terminals and the distributing circuitsin any

desired number connected to the terminals of

the main circuits by fuse stripst’ ‘

_ In general terms, the invention consists in

the construction and combination, substan-

tially as hereinafter more fully deseribed and

particularly claimed. L )
In the accompanying drawings forming a

. partof thisspecification, Figurelisa top plan
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view of my improved distributing board,and
Fig. 2is a'section of thesame, the planeof sec-
tion being indicated by the line =, z, Fig. 1.-

In the practice of my invention, the base or

‘support 1 of the terminals is formed of slate,.

marble or any other suitable non-conduncting
material.

“The terminals A for the main circuit con-

~ sist of a metal socket 2 preferably formed of
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brass, having a flange or shoulder 3 at one-end
and a threaded stem 4 at its opposite end, as
shown in Fig. 2. These sockets having the
ends of the main wires.secured therein pref-

-erably by solder, are placed in suj‘able open-
ings in the base or support 1,the flanges of.

shoulders 3 entering countersinks around the
openings in the base, thereby preventing the
sockets passing through the openings.

‘When geveral circuits are to be connected

to the main ciredit, curvéd metal plates 5 pro- -

* vided with perforated lips 6 are placed on the
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- threaded stems 4 will pass through the holes

upper side of the base or support, so that the

- in the Jips. The plates 5 are heldin position

. §0

on-the basze by nuis 7 serewing. onto the
threaded stems,asshownin Fig.2! Theplates
5 are provided with a series of threaded holes
foF the reception of the serews-8 correspond-

ing to the number of cirewits to be taken off.

‘cuit to another distributing board, terminals
.B, consisting of sockets 2 having theshoulders
.3 and threaded stems 4, nuts 7 and cap nuts.

“The terminals O for the distributing wires
may be constructed in the same manner as

the terminals A, or may be made with solid 55

body portions 9, having flanges or shoulders
at one end, the opposite ends being threaded.
When using this form of terminal the ends of
the wires 13 for the distributing cirenits are

passed through holes formed through the base 60

or support adjacent to the terminals 9, so that
they will engage notches formed in the edges
of theholding nuts 10, asshown in Fig. 2. The
wires thusengaging the nuts 10 not onlyserve

to lock the nuts, but are also held by said 65

notches, while the ends are being bent around
the threaded, stems immediately above the
nuts. The nuts 11 are then screwed down
upon the bent ends of the wires, thereby
clamping such ends tightly in position and
forming good electrical contact therewith.
The distributing termirals are connected with:

whose ends are bent around the serews 8, be-
low their heads and atround the terminals 9
just above the nuts 11, and are firmly clamped
on the bolts by the cap nuts 12, which also
sérve to lock the nuts 11 on the terminals. -
When it isdesired to continue the main eir-

15, are arranged on the base or support asin-
dicated by dotted lines in'Fig.1. ‘Thetermi-
nals A and B are connected by fusible wires,
which are wound around the threaded stems
above the nuts % and are held-in position by
the cap nuts 15. . Theends of the wires form-
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| the plates 5 by means of the fusible wires 14, . '
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ing the contintation of the main circuit are .

soldered in the sockets of tlie terminals B, as
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hereinbefore-deseribed. -

I claim herein as my invention— .

1. In a distributing board for. electric cir- -
cuits the combination of an insulating base
or sdpport, terminals provided with sockets
for the reception of the ends of the main cir-
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cuits, and with a-threaded stem, metal pro-

vided with openings for the threaded .stems.
and clamped tothe base or suypport by nuts
screwing onto the threaded stems, & series of
distributing terminals passing through the
base-or support, nuts serewing onto said ter-
minals and provided with notches for the re-
ception of the distribnting wires, nuts for
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clamping said wires onto the terminals, fusi-
ble wires extending from the plates to the ter-
minals and\nats for clamping such fusible
wires on the terminals, substantially as set
forth. . ‘ ’
-2, A terminal for & distributing board hav-

ing in combination a socket portion provided -

with a shoulder or flange, a threaded stem, a
holding nut and a lock nut fitting on the
threaded steim; Substantially as st forth.

3. The combination of a board or gupport,
& terminal having & body portion provided af
one end with a shoulder or flange and with &
threaded portion at its opposite end, anoiched
nut for securing the terminal in position on

- theboard,a clamping nut and a second clamp-

ing orlocking nut screwing-onto tho threaded
portion, substantially as sef forth. -

4, A terminal for a disiributing board hav-
ing in combination a body portion provided at

one end with a lange orshoulder and threaded
.at its opposite end, in combination with a nut

notched for the reception of a wire to be elec-
trieally connected to the terminal, whereby

.the nut may be locksd ou the body portion of

the terminal, substantially as set fovth.
Intestimony whereof I have hereuntosetmy

hand.
_ REINTIOLD IIERMAN.
Witnesges: ‘
DARWIN 8. WOLCOTT,
F. E. GAITHER.
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